CAN THESE BONES LIVE AGAIN?

EZEK 37:1-3

INTRO: If you have never read the great book of Ezekiel, you have missed one of the most exciting readings of the Bible. The little dramas and the word pictures of this book are amazing. And while they make for interesting reading, they are God’s way of communicating important truths and messages to His people living in the captivity. I can imagine that the people who have been transported from their homes in Israel to the strange environs of Babylon would ask over and again, “Why? Why did this happen to us?” Then, they would ask, “Will we ever return to our homes?” The text I have read this morning is a passage in which Israel is likened to a valley filled with dry bones (v. 11) ... and the question is “can these bones live?
I. HOW ISRAEL FELT?

A. “Our hope is lost”
1. they had been away from their homes and county for years

2. and they saw no hope of returning ... “we are cut off from our parts”
B. Are we able to see our true spiritual condition?

1. Lk 7:2-7 - “...I am not worthy...”
2. do we deceive ourselves with thoughts such as, “At least I’m not as bad as some people are”

II. WHAT HAD LED TO THIS CONDITION, THIS FEELING OF ISRAEL?
A. Let me read four passages from Ezekiel
1. Ezek 33:25-31
2. Ezek 34:18,19
3. Ezek 36:31

4. Ezek 37:23

B. What we learn about them?

1. they violated the explicit dietary laws God had given them

2. they had perverted God’s revealed religion to include idols

3. they had offered human sacrifices to their idols

4. they had become a violent society of people

5. they participated in immoral pagan practices

6. they had extensively become violators of the marriage covenant

7. they refused to heed the words of godly teachers (Ezekiel)

8. their leaders had failed to lead them in righteousness

9. “bottom line” - they had become openly, brashly sinful

C. Can we see ourselves in any of Israel’s troubles?

1. violating the explicit commandments of God?

2. perverting God’s revealed religion?

3. offering our children as sacrifices to popularity, sports, fashion?

4. careless about the marriage covenant?

5. connoisseurs of violence

6. leaders failing to lead in paths of righteousness?

III. WHAT COULD BE DONE? WHAT WAS (IS) THE CURE?
A. Recognize the folly of such a life & condition - Ezek 18:4c
1. if there is no change from this sinful way, eternal death is assured

2. but are we really able to grasp the significance of this? 

B. Repent of the sins which have caused helplessness - Ezek 18:30
1. their sin (and ours) offended God - “broke His heart” (Ezek 16:32,43)

2. Godly sorrow leading to a true change of mind is the only hope here

C. Resolution to change toward God - Ezek 18:27,28
1. those words “because he considereth” are, I believe, very significant!

2. here is a person thinking about the course of his life and his fate ... think about Ps 32:8,9 - are any of us guilty of being muleheaded about our lives?

D. Prayer for forgiveness - Dan 9:16-19
1. Daniel - carried into Babylon as a youth ... grew there ... served as an important minister of the government - but he knew about the “why” of captivity

2. he acknowledged; he pled for forgiveness; he did not appeal that forgiveness was deserved; he appealed to God’s mercy

E. Reformation of life - Ezra 3:1-5
1. the key words here are “as it is written in the law of Moses”
2. an essential element to leaving a hopeless life is to conform life to that which is written in the word of God ... all of the prayers in the world cannot bring forgiveness in the absence of this reformation

CLOSE: From Rom 15:4 we learn that the things recorded in the Old Testament are there for our learning. The incident from Ezekiel is much more than inspiration for a song ... when we make the same irreverent mistakes Israel made, we become the captives of sin. But there is hope ... and that, for me, is the great lesson of the valley of the dry bones!
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