PREACHING THE CROSS

THE FOOLISHNESS OF PREACHING

1 COR 1:21-24

INTRO: When the apostle Paul referred to the “the foolishness of preaching”, he acknowledged that there were many who considered the message of the cross just plain foolishness. I am not certain just what was happening among the Christians in Corinth. But I know they lived in a city dominated by Greek thinking and wisdom. And I know that the church there was one of very divided loyalties. There was some pressing need, then, for the apostle to emphasize the cross of Christ. While some might observe that the resurrection was central to the apostle’s preaching, we cannot escape the fact that the cross was ever near his mind and teaching. I would like to think for a few minutes of some of the things of which we are reminded in the context of the verses I have read.

I. A SERIES OF OBSERVATIONS
A. The cross was to Jews a stumbling block - 1:23a
1. in spite of scripture to the contrary they expected militant Messiah

2. and the Jews sought some “sign” - 1:22 with Mt 12:38-40
3. too, the thought of Deut 21:22,23 was problematic in their minds

B. The cross was to Greeks foolishness - 1:23b
1. theirs was the world of the great Greek philosophers

2. secular wisdom is what was valued among them

3. and the idea of a savior executed by crucifixion made no sense to them

C. The foolishness of preaching resulted in perishing - 1:18a
1. Jews and Greeks just could not get past their prejudices, notions

2. they would sooner perish than accept the idea of crucified Savior

3. note 2 Cor 4:4 - personal choice is involved ... but so is Satan! ... failing to accept the benefits of the Jesus’ atoning death is true foolishness

D. Worldly wisdom leads to unbelief - 1:21
1. worldly wisdom puts its trust in what man can do and provide

2. worldly wisdom says it cannot believe in that it cannot see - or in that which does not seem logical or rational

3. but Rom 1:20 - unbelief is inexcusable!

E. The wise and the mighty of the world are rarely among the called - 1:26
1. here is a sad, true fact confirmed in human experience

2. one is called by the gospel (2 Thes 2:14) - death, burial, resurrection of Christ are the central facts of the gospel

3. are they simply “above” such needs as the cross answers?

F. The preaching of the cross is the power of God to the saved - 1:18,24
1. “preaching” is from the Gr word which means “word” - the message

2. what we may tend to forget in a world emphasizing entertainment is that it is the message, not the messenger & his eloquence, that is God’s power

3. human wisdom is very dismissive of God’s truth for so many reasons - but the “poor in spirit” (Mt 5:3) can accept His truth and act upon it

G. The “design” of the cross is to challenge human wisdom - 1:25-28
1. it seems to me that the whole idea of the word of the cross is to bring one to faith (Isa 55:8,9)

2. think of baptism - some would say they cannot see the point!

3. human wisdom would design something much more elaborate or meaningful or logical ... but faith simply acts in obedience to the word 

II. THE “BOTTOM LINE”?
A. Christ, and all He represents, is the true wisdom of God - 1:30
1. because of the wisdom of God, we (“the called”) are in Christ

2. Christ and the cross are set in contrast to the wisdom of the world

3. the wisdom of the world crucified Jesus - 2:8
4. but because of Jesus the called are seen as righteous, sanctified and redeemed!

B. So, we glory in the Lord!

1. I am reminded, thus, of Gal 6:14
2. so many in our present world would dismiss Christ and scripture

3. world of science, philosophy, academia, politics argue for a secular society with no mention of God ... much less the cross

4. but I am of the called ... and I will preach Christ and Him crucified ... and will find my joy in the blessing of the cross

CLOSE: “Near the cross O Lamb of God, Bring its scenes before me; Help me walk from day to day With its shadow o’er me.” I regret that I have not spoken more of the cross of our Lord. I rejoice, though, that even in my later years I have been driven in thought back to the cross ... the wisdom of God.
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