PAY TAXES ... OR, NOT?

MK 12:13-17

INTRO: People with very diverse views on any subject may find themselves drawn together by mutual opposition to another view. The only thing these new allies have in common is their common dislike, or hatred, of another view. So, Jesus has  doubtless angered the religious leaders by His use of the parable of the wicked husbandmen. But they feared the people and their interest in what Jesus has said of them ... in the parable. Unfortunately, they stubbornly cling to their sinful ways and their fear of being displaced in the power of the religious hierarchy. The very next incident which Mark records shows us the lengths to which opponents may go in order to discredit or destroy one with whom they disagree. We see before us a combine of Pharisees and Herodians ... strange partners.

I. UNLIKELY PARTNERS...
A. The Pharisees...

1. strict religionists - largest of the “parties” among the Jews

2. scribes & Pharisees actively opposed Jesus during public ministry

B. The Herodians...

1. primarily, a political group supporting Herodian dynasty ... thus, Rome

2. not particularly religious

C. Since Herodians supported Rome, Pharisees would not usually be allied with

1. but the Pharisees could use influential Herodians to accomplish goals

2. Herodians would have considerable influence with Roman governor

D. “...to catch him in his words”
1. I could imagine this to be a legitimate question - worthy of consideration

2. but the motive here was far from seeking truth on a critical subject

II. THE FLATTERY, THE QUESTION, THE HYPOCRISY...
A. With flatter they sought to “disarm” Jesus

1. they began with, “Master” ... few, if any of them, would have so believed

2. they continued with commending His impartiality toward men

3. and added their “belief” that He “taught the way of God in truth”
4. Mt 22:16 - apparently, the Pharisees sent some of their younger “members” with the question - the idea? surely Jesus would be “disarmed” by such young people asking a serious question (Luke called them “spies” - 20:20)

B. Mk 12:14,15a - They sought to put Jesus on the “horns of a dilemma”

1. paying the Roman tax was hated by most in Judea

2. so, if He taught the paying the Roman tax, the people would be offended

3. if He taught not to pay the tax, the Herodians would certainly tell Pilate

4. the Pharisees must have been filled with glee by such a question!

C. Mk 12:15 - Jesus immediately recognized this as hypocrisy

1. note Lk 20:20 - “which should feign themselves just men”
2. hypocrites are just actors ... acting like something they are not

3. few behaviors are as repulsive as hypocrisy ... it is deceit, dishonesty

4. we are not always able to identify it immediately - but Jesus could!

III. THE UNEXPECTED ANSWER...
A. Mk 12:16 - “Whose is the image and superscription?”
1. the image was that of Tiberias Caesar

2. superscription: “Tiberias Caesar, the August on of the Divine Augustus”

3. producing this coin proved they were subject to Caesar, to Rome!

4. the likeness of Caesar identified the coin as his

B. Mk 12:17 - the answer they could not answer or use against him

1. His answer spoke to both civil and spiritual authority

2. paying taxes to the civil state providing benefits to citizens was right

3. but whose image is imprinted on us? Gen 1:27 - so, render to God that which is His! (where civil and spiritual authority do not conflict this is the rule)

4. Jesus never taught civil disobedience!

C. Lk 20:26 - Their hope to discredit Jesus before the people was ruined!

1. but later: Lk 23:1,2 - this was an outright lie

2. when enemies want to discredit, to harm, they will usually stop at nothing to accomplish their purposes

3. but truth has a way of prevailing in time - we need to learn to depend on truth and truthfulness as the only course for life 

CLOSE: Most of us are good citizens. We pay our taxes to the civil government. We render to Caesar that which is Caesar’s. But the larger thing to consider just here is this. Do we really render to God that which is God’s?
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