PREACHING THE CROSS

THE END OF THE BEGINNING

MT 28:19,20

INTRO: An empty tomb. Angelic announcements. Strange appearances to disciples. Forty days of appearances and teaching concerning the kingdom of God. Needless to say, there were mixed reactions to all of this among the disciples. And the enemies of Jesus had to concoct a story about his body’s having been stolen by the disciples. That story, according to Matthew’s gospel, was commonly reported in certain quarters as late as the writing of his gospel record (Mt 28:15). Was this the end? Or, was this the beginning? The enemies wanted it to be the end. The disciples had certainly not been optimistic about the third day ... and had to be reminded repeatedly that Jesus had told them about His resurrection. As I look at this brief period of time, I prefer to see it as the end of the beginning.

I. CLEARLY, THE CROSS WAS NOT THE END SOME HAD HOPED
A. Jno 11:47-53 - “...it is expedient for us, that one man should die...”

1. there was apparently a good bit of “hand wringing”

2. these leaders recognized that Jesus was gaining popularity over them

3. they even seemed to acknowledge His miracles

4. their fear? if Jesus prevailed, the Romans would take away their position

B. The solution? Not justice, but expediency

1. if they could arrange for Jesus to be killed, their position would be secure

2. better for one man to die (innocent, or not) than for the Romans to take away the last vestiges of their power

3. a dead Jesus would be the end of the matter - their solution

4. (but note that scripture tells us that Caiaphas prophesied of Jesus’ death for a bringing together of the children of God)

II. BEFORE THE ASCENSION
A. Jno 21:1ff - Peter’s “last” fishing trip - “I go a-fishing”
1. what was going on here? waiting? unbelief? it’s over?

2. it became an opportunity for Jesus to “prove” it was indeed He

3. the claim that the apostles only saw “visions” - “spirits” would certainly become a very real claim to discredit them

4. here they see Jesus, they recognize Jesus, Jesus has made a fire and cooked a meal, they are with Him

5. 1 Jno 1:1 - there was no doubt that it was the risen Jesus!

B. Jno 21:15ff - Peter’s three affirmations of love for Jesus

1. I would imagine this was a time of some embarrassment for Peter

2. three denials were fresh in his memory - unforgettable

3. “...more than these...?” - more than “things”? more than other apostles?

4. recall Lk 22:31-33 - I suggest that this exchange between Jesus and Peter becomes a vital part of the “converted” of which Jesus spoke

5. my guess is that one who had failed so miserably at the cross would become the most effective proclaimer of it!

C. Jno 21:18,19 - Prophecy of Peter’s martyrdom

1. there are many traditions re: how Peter was killed 

2. however, all that John reveals is that Peter’s life will be taken from him

3. so, as the cross was always in Jesus future, martyrdom was in Peter’s

4. 2 Pet 1:12-14 - he would work while it was “day” - but “night” was coming

5. years had passed, but he had not forgotten Jesus’ words on that night

D. Lk 24:44,45 - The light finally dawns!!

1. His death was no accident - it was not the ultimate result of conspiracy

2. true, human agencies had been very much involved in the events

3. but they were only serving prophetic purpose!

4. the apostles needed to know and understand that Jesus, His life, His death were part of God’s great plan to redeem humanity from curse of sin

5. Acts 10:39-43 - “to him give all the prophets witness”
E. Mt 28:18-20 - The final “marching orders”

1. with those words ringing in their ears they watched Him ascend

2. Mk 16:19,20 - what did they do? “...they went forth and preached...”
3. and they never forgot the cross and its significance to humanity

4. Gal 6:14 - here was the depth of feeling about the cross

CLOSE: From a fishing trip to catch fish the apostles went forth to fish for men.  The drawing power of their preaching? Although their messages doubtless contained much that was/is needful for this world, it was the cross ... and it’s still the cross ... that draws people to Jesus (Jno 12:32).
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