CLINGING OBSTINATELY TO SIN

MK 12:1-12

INTRO: The parable which is recorded in our text for this evening is certainly different from most of the parables of Jesus. It suggests numerous details relating to the history of the Jews. In fact, one writer refers to it as a “historical parable” which he believes sets for the history of Israel from the exodus to the destruction of Jerusalem. The parable is most assuredly pointed ... so pointed, in fact, that those to whom it is spoken have no difficulty in applying it! Because this parable is so significant to the time in which Jesus was living and teaching, we need to consider it in some detail. And while the details may seem somewhat irrelevant to you and me and our time, there is a great lesson to be found here. I want to begin our thoughts by reading verse 12. And I ask that you keep this verse in mind as we proceed with our thoughts.

I. POINTS TO NOTE IN THE PARABLE?
A. The vineyard is clearly Israel

1. see Isa 5:1-7 - “For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is ... Israel”
2. people hearing this parable would immediately make this connection

3. in the Isa 5 description are some very similar, well known pictures

4. my point is that these people knew without doubt Jesus’ subject

B. The husbandmen are clearly Israel’s religious leaders

1. the idea of leasing a vineyard by an absentee owner was well known

2. wealthy Jews often owned such properties - lived elsewhere

3. the landlord had given every advantage to his vineyard - should produce

4. this distant ownership opened the way for irresponsibility, corruption!

C. The servants were the prophets whom God repeatedly sent to Israel

1. they were sent to collect the lease price from the husbandmen

2. notice how they were treated - “shamefully handled” ... “killing some”
3. Mt 23:37 - Jesus laments the history of Israel’s treatment of prophets

4. Acts 7:52 - Stephen asks a pointed question concerning Israel’s treatment of the prophets - the truth hurts...and rather than to be well affected by the truth, his hearers finally killed him

D. The repeated sending of servants speaks of God’s mercy

1. the landowner had legal rights and could have exercised them!

2. God could most assuredly have ended His relationship with ungrateful Israel ... and have been justified in doing so

3. 2 Chron 36:14-16 - “...because he had compassion on his people...”
4. one of the lessons here must be the longsuffering nature of God

E. The one, well beloved son is Jesus

1. owner’s son would certainly speak with greater authority - they’d listen!?

2. Heb 1:1-3 - the “Heir” has come to deliver Father’s commandment 

3. and He received no more respect than did the prophets before Him

4. Mk 12:8 - here is another clear indication of Jesus’ death by enemies

5. the husbandmen thought they’d “inherit” if they killed the Heir ... the priests, scribes, Pharisees, etc. were jealous of their power, their place among in Israel ... see Jno 11:47,48

F. Giving the vineyard to others referred to the Gentiles

1. Jno 10:16 - Jesus never shied from reference to the Gentiles 

2. see Hos 2:23 (Rom 9:23-25) - inclusion of Gentiles was prophesied

3. my guess is that the listeners were not thrilled by this comment of Jesus

4. in Jewish thought Gentile spiritual equality with Jews did not “compute”
II. THE RESPONSE? 
A. Mk 12:12 - There was no change for the better!

1. Jesus had clearly taught, challenged well know historical facts

2. “those who do not learn from history are doomed to repeat its mistakes”

3. they knew he had “spoken the parable against them”
4. but they would not learn; they would not change

B. Why cling obstinately to sin?

1. do people just think of God as so distant ... so uninvolved? (Ps 94:4-7)

2. do people just think God will not punish? (Eccl 8:11-13)

3. do people value their ways so highly that they minimize God? (Ps 10:4) 

4. do people not want to admit wrong? mistakes? (Rom 2:1-5)

5. do people enjoy their role, their position over relation to God? (Gal 1:10)

CLOSE: Many are the reasons so many people cling obstinately to sin. And not one of those reasons is worth the consequence of doing so. Will we repeat the mistakes of those stubborn, obstinate people who wanted their way no matter what? 
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