PREACHING THE CROSS
“UP FROM THE GRAVE HE AROSE!”

LK 24:1-7

INTRO: It had no doubt been a somber and agonizing Sabbath day for the disciples of Jesus. Mark’s gospel tells us that “they mourned and wept” (Mk 16:10). I can certainly appreciate their grief. The intimacy of the disciples surrounding Jesus was ever evident. It was assuredly more that a “teacher/student” relationship. For Jesus to have been taken from them in the way in which He was no doubt added to their pain. Of this much I am sure. There were no resurrection expectations among them on that Saturday. They expected to go to the tomb for the final burial preparations. It was that for which they were prepared and that which they intended. As the morning of the first day of the week dawned, they were not ready for what they found!

I. EARLY ON SUNDAY MORNING
A. Mk 16:1-3 - “And very early in the morning the first day of the week...”

1. Joseph & Nicodemus had left burial details incomplete 

2. so, the women were coming to finish the burial process 

3. problem? how to move the stone away from the tomb’s opening? (that is one indication of their not expecting His resurrection)

B. Lk 24:2-7 - “And they found the stone rolled away...”
1. fact: the body of Jesus was not in the tomb - they were perplexed

2. the good news - “He is not here, but is risen”
3. the “two men” reminded them of Jesus’ words (Lk 9:21,22)

C. Mt 28:11-15 - And what about the guards at the tomb?

1. they reported to the chief priests “all the things that were done”
2. the concocted story - “His disciples...stole him away while we slept”
3. the Jews’ leaders could not have a risen Jesus - they had to have some plausible explanation for the empty tomb (was it really plausible?)

D. Jno 20:1,2,11a - Mary Magdalene and the empty tomb

1. Mary Magdalene came to the tomb with the other women (Mt 28:1)

2. seeing the open tomb, she immediately ran to Peter with the only conclusion she could imagine - “they have taken away the Lord...”
3. recall Lk 8:2 - doubtless, from this grew great love, appreciation 

E. Two important things to remember at this point...

1. Jewish leaders wanted all to believe the disciples’ had stolen His body (and they knew differently)

2. the disciples thought others had stolen His body

3. so, the tomb was empty - all agreed ... but what happened to the body?

II. SOME OF THE RESURRECTION APPEARANCES
A. Jno 20:11-18 - The first of His appearances was to Mary Magdalene

1. notice that she thinks someone has taken His body 

2. when Jesus called her by name, she recognized that it was He

3. v. 17- probably His way of asking her not to cling to Him since He would not ascend to the Father for some time - more important? go and tell

B. Mk 16:12 - This second (or, third?) appearance was to two disciples 

1. Luke’s gospel tells us they were going to Emmaus (Lk 24:13)

2. explanation for their sorrow? Lk 24:19-24 - it was the third day; the tomb had been reported empty; “but him they saw not”
3. Lk 24:31 - “...and they knew him...”
C. Mk 16:33-36 - He appears to a group of the disciples

1. it was already being reported that He had appeared to Peter (v. 34)

2. now, late on this first day of the week, He appears to confirm identity

3. their first reaction is fright and terror (Lk 24:37)

4. He challenges them to behold his hands and feet (marks of crucifixion)

5. interestingly, “they yet believed not...and wondered” - a ghost? a spirit?

6. so, after eating fish and honeycomb, they realized it was He!

D. Jno 20:24-29 - Another Lord’s day appearance

1. Thomas had apparently not seen the Lord on the previous Lord’s day

2. and he manifests the same disbelief which had been evident in the others

3. note vv. 28,29 - you and I are numbered among those of v. 29
E. 1 Cor 15:3-8 - Appearances too numerous to question, to doubt!

CLOSE: The only thing which could have transformed a dispirited band of disciples into the courageous men and women they became must be the resurrection. As Peter and others said on Pentecost, “This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses” (Acts 2:32). To preach the cross with no mention of the resurrection is to leave the message incomplete.
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