A LESSON ABOUT PRAYER

MK 11:22-27

INTRO: It almost seems that these verses in which the Lord teaches some critical lessons about prayer are out of place. But from the withering of the fig tree and His words to Peter, who seemed to be a bit surprised by the complete withering of the tree, Jesus speaks of faith: “Have faith in God.”  I am reminded of the passage in which Jesus says, “For with God all things are possible” (Mk 10:27). Then, from this reference to faith Jesus proceeds to speak of faith as it relates to prayer. A bit disjointed? Perhaps. At least it might seem so to you and me. But that does not minimize in the least the lesson He teaches about prayer. Mark’s relating of these things is obviously very brief. Most assuredly, the New Testament has a great deal to say about prayer and praying ... not the least of which is our praying in keeping with God’s will (see 1 Jno 5:14, for example).

I. I JESUS BEGINS WITH THE NECESSITY OF FAITH IN PRAYING
A. Mk 11:22 - “Have faith in God”
1. prayer is pointless in the absence of faith in God

2. Heb 11:6 - if one does not believe in God, why pray?

3. Mt 7:11 - do we really believe in this God? this Father?

4. it may be a bit difficult at times to pray to God Whom we cannot see - I have often wondered if that is why idols adorn so many religious edifices

B. Mt 11:23  - Faith that is confidence in praying

1. this “moving mountains” expression is thought to be a proverbial one

2. notice, for example, Paul’s use of it at 1 Cor 13:2

3. the point of the expression is to emphasize the great power of prayer in faith

4. seemingly impossible things (human perspective) are affected by prayer

C. Notice “shall not doubt in his heart”
1. “I’m not sure it will do any good, but I’ll pray anyway”

2. unfortunately, prayer too often is the “last ditch effort” for people

3. prayer must be the “atmosphere” of ones life - not the emergency cord

4. Eph 6:18 - “praying always...with all perseverance...” (Lk 18:1)

II. THE EXPECTATION OF PRAYER
A. The expectation of prayer certainly relates to faith in praying

1. if belief is not present, certainly no reason for expectation

2. what do you expect when you pray?

3. most of us, I think, would like a clear, identifiable answer

4. but God does not “hang signs” on His work!

B. Still, we should expect an answer from Him

1. note “believe that ye receive them”
2. 1 Jno 5:14 - “this is the confidence that we have in Him”
3. but there is that qualifier - “according to his will”
4. yet, we can expect Him to answer our prayers - in keeping with His will

C. Jas 1:6 - “But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering...”
1. the answer to my prayers is up to the Father - that’s His business

2. it is my business, however, to pray expectantly

3. and it is my business to confidently believe He will answer

4. true, we may have problems with the answering if we do not see the answer as we have asked - but whether or not we recognize it, He answers!

III. THE FORGIVING SPIRIT IN PRAYER
A. Think about this...

1. if our human relationships are in a mess, our relationship with God is, too

2. 1 Jno 4:20 makes this point in a very pointed way

B. Mk 11:25,26 - The imperative...”forgive”
1. to ask God to forgive us while having an unforgiving spirit ourselves will withhold God’s forgiveness from us

2. my strong suspicion is that many may tend to neglect getting human relationships in order ... yet, seek God’s forgiveness for transgressions

C. On our being forgiving...

1. Mt 5:23,24 - does this not give a strong signal about how human relationships impact ones relationship with God?

2. Mt 6:12 - do we want Him to forgive in the same way we forgive?

3. Mt 18:35 - “...from your hearts forgive...” - is there someone you need to forgive?

4. are you praying with bitterness in your heart? Do you really believe that sort of praying is of benefit to you?

CLOSE: Prayer is one of the vital keys to a strong spiritual life. And these few words of the Lord on this subject are so helpful as we seek to grow stronger in our Christian walk.
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