PREACHING THE CROSS

NEAR THE CROSS

MT 21:1-6

INTRO: The time is now very short. Jesus has been on the way to Jerusalem and the cross. The time had come for Him to “be received up” (Lk 9:51). The gospel records give us a very good glimpse into this time which I will call “near the cross”. Of course, John’s gospel provides us with information not included in the synoptic gospels, and this critical information adds to our treasury of knowledge of these last few days of our Lord before the crucifixion. Each of the gospel records indicates that these last days were filled with events and teaching. As I read them, I have the impression that the Lord is very aware that time is short and that there is so much He needed to leave with the apostles.  As I continue to think of preaching the cross, I want to take just a brief look at Jesus near the cross.

I. THE “TRIUMPHAL” ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM
A. Mt 21:8-11 - “Hosanna to the son of David”
1. at this season there were multitudes of people in/around Jerusalem

2. some have suggested well over 2 million people crowded the city

3. the drama of this occasion, then, could hardly have been greater

B. As I look at this “drama”...

1. Jesus came riding on a donkey - claim to be King - Zech 9:9 

2. “hosanna” - “save now” - unwitting acknowledgment? - Ps 118:25
3. palm branches, branches, clothes, etc. - symbols of honor, joy, victory, respect - Rev 7:9
C. But there was an important question - Mt 21:10
1. “Who is this?”
2. the immediate answer? Mt 21:11 - “Jesus the prophet of Nazareth...”
3. Acts 2:22-24,36 - here is the real answer - they crucified the Messiah!

II. ABOUT JUDAISM AND THE TEMPLE
A. Mt 23:37,38 - “Behold, your house is left unto you desolate”
1. I note that He refers to it as your house - not God’s house

2. so corrupt, rebellious had Judaism become that God deserted it!

3. Lk 19:41-44 - the apostasy of God’s people is cause for weeping!

B. Mt 24:1,2 - Jerusalem’s destruction prophesied

1. thence, begins a section of scripture giving rise to great speculation

2. premillennialists have used this section to advance wild ideas about the Lord’s return ... signs of the times, etc.

3. but of the end of time He says: Mt 24:36
III. GREAT TEACHINGS ABOUT END OF TIME AND JUDGMENT
A. Mt 24:42-46 - “Watch...for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come”
1. clearly, Jesus teaches the absolute need for constant faithfulness

2. notice v. 48 - the problem of growing complacent is a real one

3. Jesus will return to herald the judgment - but there’ll be no signs of it

B. The foolish virgins, the talents, the great judgment scene

1. Mt 25 gives us a vivid “look” at the judgment

2. preparation, responsibility, service to others are great themes here

3. all of this, it seems to me, is critical “last minute” information from the Lord Who will soon return to His place in heaven

IV. THE ANOINTING
A. Mt 26:6-13 - “...she did it for my burial”
1. Jno 12:3 identifies this woman as Mary, the sister of Lazarus

2. such acts as this do not have much meaning to our modern minds

3. but it was clearly the act of one who cared much for the Lord - we too seldom realize that Mary, Martha and Lazarus were dear friends of Jesus

B. Jesus refers to His death ... and burial

1. did these words make an impression on the disciples?

2. not sure they did - but Mt 26:13 - this was an act to be remembered

3. in this passage is the lesson that some opportunities will come only once - take the opportunity of service in that knowledge

V. THE BETRAYAL “DEAL”
A. Lk 22:2-6 - “And they were glad, and covenanted to give him money”
1. the scribes and Pharisees want Jesus dead - but they feared the people

2. Mt 21:45,46 - it was necessary, then, for them to find some way to take Jesus when He was apart from the multitude 

3. so, the deal Judas made involved “the absence of the multitude”
B. The big question ... why?

1. all sorts of speculation is offered ... and written (some, sound credible)

2. but note Lk 22:3 - the bottom line answer is Judas surrendered to Satan

3. here is one of the most valuable contemporary lessons surrounding Judas - when Satan is in control of us, we may do the most heinous things - so, 1 Pet 5:9
CLOSE: Oh, there is so much more we could say near the cross. Those last days are days needing our careful attention. There were friends who loved Him. There were enemies who hated Him. Which are you?
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