 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1PREACHING THE CROSS:

ON THE WAY TO THE CROSS

LK 9:51 - JNO 12:34

INTRO: When we read the four gospel records, we realize that almost from the beginning of His earthly ministry there are intimations of his death at the hands of enemies. What we may not realize is that there are numerous prophetic indications of just such a thing. So, we may wonder, “How long was Jesus on the way to the cross?” Obviously, in His incarnate state it was a fairly brief period of time ... three years or so. But fact is that He was on the way to the cross long before His coming in human flesh. Of this I will say a bit more later. When Jesus spoke of His death, reactions were varied. His disciples were adamant that such a thing should not befall Him. The people were certainly confused because they believed that “Christ abideth for ever”. Our thoughts this morning as I continue to preach of the cross involve “on the way to the cross”.

I. WANT TO BEGIN BY LOOKING AT PROPHECY...
A. Remember, the people’s idea was that the law said He’d abide forever

1. Gen 3:15 - “thou shalt bruise his heel”
2. Isa 53:12 with Lk 22:37 - “numbered with the transgressors”
3. Dan 9:26 with Mk 9:12 - “shall Messiah be cut off”
4. Ps 22:16-18 with Mt 27:35 and Jno 20:25,27 - “they pierced...”
5. Ps 34:20 with Jno 19:36 - “not one of them is broken”
6. Ps 40:6-8 with Heb 10:7-10 - “I delight to do thy will”
7. Ps 41:9 with Jno 13:18 - “hath lifted up his heel against me”

8. Zech 12:10 with Jno 19:33-37 - “whom they have pierced”
B. The way to the cross was strewn with prophetic notice!

1. true, it is easy for us in retrospect to see these things

2. but they were well known prophecies - Messianic in nature

3. it was not a question of would He be crucified...but when

4. Acts 2:23 - this happened exactly as it had been prophecied/planned

5. Acts 8:32-35 - “of whom speaketh the prophet this”
II. THEN, THERE WAS WHAT JOHN THE BAPTIST SAID
A. Jno 1:29,36 - “the Lamb of God”
1. you and I might consider this to be a bit obscure

2. but in that time and place reference to a lamb and sin spoke of sacrifice

3. from the beginning of His earthly ministry He was on the way to the cross

B. Gen 22:7,8,13 - “God will provide himself a lamb...”
1. are these words prophetic? I am not certain they were so intended

2. however, what He did for Abraham He has done for all humanity!

3. perfect sacrifice to perfectly satisfy law’s demands - 1 Pet 2:21-24
III. ON THE WAY TO THE CROSS...
A. There were three and a half years of “ministry”

1. 3 ½ years filled with touching people’s lives

2. 3 ½ years of teaching of the kingdom of God

3. 3 ½ years of challenging contemporary views of religion

4. 3 ½ years of growing criticism from religionists of His day

B. But three and a half years sprinkled with comments about His death

1. Mt 16:21,22 - notice how Peter immediately rejected such an idea

2. Jno 2:18-22 - again, words so misunderstood ... yet, prophetic

3. Jno 3:14,15 - words so clear to us ... so unwanted then

4. Jno 12:32-34 - incomprehensible! A crucified Messiah!

5. Lk 22:19,20 - “my body...my blood”
C. There was always the cross “looming” in Jesus’ future

1. Lk 9:51 - notice the words “when the time was come...”
2. from the beginning (yes, even from before time began) this was an appointment Jesus would keep

3. the fact is that Jesus was always on the way to the cross!

CLOSE: Frankly, I cannot imagine living and working usefully with such a thing as crucifixion looming over me. I would be a “basket case”. But Jesus understood this event would benefit all of humanity ... and willingly went to the cross in the knowledge that He would be raised the third day. That did not alter the horror of the cross ... but it made it worthwhile to Him.


Cecil A. Hutson

23 March 2008
