PREACHING THE CROSS

THE SACRIFICE

2 COR 5:21 - 1 JNO 2:2 - 1 PET 3:18

INTRO: Why is the cross so important? Why did Jesus have to die? It’s all about “sacrifice”. I have no doubt that our 21st century western minds probably struggle with the idea of sacrifices for sin. Were we citizens of the 1st century, however, we would doubtless be very familiar with such sacrifices as atonement, or, propitiation. But since we are people far removed from the religious observances of the old covenant, even from the pagan sacrifices the purpose of which was often to appease angry gods, we probably need to think a bit about sin offerings as they moved toward the final perfect offering in the form of the sacrifice of the sinless Son of God. It would be difficult to preach of the cross without saying something about the sacrifice.

I. SOME THOUGHTS FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT
A. Gen 4:3-5 - The first recorded occasion of sacrifice

1. of interest to me is the fact that Abel offered a “blood sacrifice”

2. my belief is that this was an offering for sin - Heb 9:22
3. further, it was offered “by faith” - Heb 11:4  - was it, then, offered in response to revealed instruction? I believe it was

B. Lev 1:4 - Burnt offering for atonement

1. the instruction here concerns “blood sacrifices”

2. notice the presence of the word “atonement” - a sin offering

3. these sacrifices required the putting of ones “hand upon the head” of the animal to be offered - identification with the “victim”, a “vicarious” sacrifice 

C. Lev 16:15,20-22 - The day of atonement for the Israelites

1. one goat was the “sin offering, that is for the people” - substitution

2. one goat bore away into the wilderness the sins of the people

3. notice, too, Lev 17:11 - this is an explanatory fact about blood offerings

D. But notice Heb 10:1-4 - The animal sacrifices were only a ‘shadow”

1. the “good things to come” assuredly encompassed the perfect sacrifice

2. the point is that there was a perfect sacrifice which cast the shadow

3. so, all of those sin offerings of animals pointed to someone beyond them

4. we must look beyond the O.T. for the perfect offering, sacrifice

II. SO, WE LOOK TO THE NEW TESTAMENT FOR OUR INFORMATION
A. Mt 1:21 & Lk 1:31 - His name? Jesus, the Savior

1. then, Lk 2:11 - “...born this day...a Savior...”
2. Lk 2:29,30 - “For mine eyes have seen thy salvation”
3. nothing, yet, about sacrifice ... but savior, salvation

B. Jno 1:29 - “...the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world”
1. now, with the picture of the Lamb of God we begin to think, “Sacrifice”

2. clearly, this would have been John the Baptist’s intent in the statement

3. what other connection between a lamb and sins could one find?

C. Mt 20:28 - “...to give his life a ransom for many”
1. here is another picture of purpose - but the idea of “sacrifice” is here

2. further, the idea of substitutionary sacrifice is obvious

3. notice “the just for the unjust” at 1 Pet 3:18 - substitution (see Isa 53:11 - “for he shall bear their iniquities”
D. Heb 10:5-10 - here is the sacrificial “body” which can take away sins

1. Heb 10:12 - the many sin offerings of the O.T. were imperfect

2. this sacrifice did what those of the O.T. could not do

3. it was the last sacrifice for sin which would ever be needed to meet the demands of God’s law and God’s love!

E. The present possibilities? Col 1:13,14
1. the perfect sin offering was given for you and me

2. because of it we can have real forgiveness of our sins

3. Col 2:12,13 - in baptism people dead in sins are made alive again by their faith in the operation of God ... and all their sins are forgiven

CLOSE: Thinking about sacrifice and the cross is not just an academic exercise. Maybe our modern western minds are not able wrap our minds around the entire subject. But here is one thing which you can understand - because Jesus died, you can live! Because Jesus died, you can have forgiveness. And if you want that forgiveness, it becomes yours in the obedient faith of baptism.
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