PREACHING THE CROSS

THE LOVE AND DESIRE OF GOD

EPH 2:4-7

INTRO: I have always been awed by the unfathomable love of God. I think of the words of John at 1 Jno 3:1. “Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God...” Among the things which are wonderfully set forth in this statement is the sound of John’s also being awed by this love. Has mankind lived before God in such a way that this love is deserved? Oh, no. Far from that is the fact that generation after generation of human history has shown mankind to be ungrateful and rebellious. So, God has loved the unlovable! To preach of the cross of Jesus, then, one must think of the love and desire of God which are manifested in the cross, its purpose and its effect. Indeed, “what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us”.

I. THE HISTORY...
A. In the garden of Eden

1. love preserved human life when justice could have prevailed

2. true, there were consequences of sin ... but not the end of all things

3. and, note Gen 3:15 - the first word the ultimate coming of the Savior

4. events at the garden of Eden gave first clues of God’s love and desire!

B. In the days of Noah

1. Gen 6:5-7 - there was little “redeeming” about this time in history

2. notice that the time was one in which “thoughts...only evil continually”
3. surely this would be the end for humanity - and God intended to end it

4. Gen 6:8 - “but...” - here was one righteous man in the multitude ... and God’s desire and love preserved him and his family (cf. 1 Pet 3:20)

C. In the days of Abraham

1. Gen 12:1-3 - did Abraham comprehend? I doubt that he did

2. in retrospect we know this was a great promise of desire and love

3. Gal 3:8 identifies this as proclamation of the gospel fulfilled in Jesus!

4. without doubt, God’s patience had/has been tried - but He had a plan 

D. In the days of David

1. 2 Sam 7:12-16 - no word here of Messiah, or Savior, or redemption

2. but we need to notice some important things toward the history’s future:

a. God’s mercy will not depart from the offspring of David

b. David’s “throne shall be established for ever”
3. the point to make here? God’s plan is moving forward

4. His desire and love are not to be deterred or overturned

E. In the days of Isaiah

1. Isa 9:6,7 - hundreds of years have passed since the promise to David

2. now Isaiah speaks of a coming King and kingdom in terms and descriptions which are filled with hope ... and a bit of “mystery”

3. notice “the zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this” - the plan goes on

4. God is not ploughing forward “bullheadedly” without regard for mankind’s history ... He goes forward with desire and love

F. In the days of Malachi

1. remember that many, many years have passed from Isaiah to Malachi

2. Mal 4:2 - God still speaks of One Who will come to bless humanity

3. if sin is the malady (and it is), this One will come with “healing”
4. from Eden to Malachi the theme has been the desire and love of God

II. WHAT DOES ALL OF THIS MEAN?
A. God could have just said so many times “enough is enough”

1. the nature of law and absolute justice would have permitted such 

2. but this the place at which the love and mercy of which Paul wrote in Eph 2:4 enters the picture

3. yes, sin has temporal consequences which cannot be “waived” ... but
B. God’s desire is for reconciliation

1. yes, there will come an end to all things - 2 Pet 3:10
2. I have no idea when it will come - but come it will

3. in the meantime, however, reconciliation is His desire - so, 2 Pet 3:9
C. God’s love is filled with grace, mercy and forgiveness

1. I cannot review God’s history with man without knowing His desire

2. and that history reveals that Jesus is that One of whom God spoke through His prophets for hundreds of years - Lk 1:32,33
3. and who can forget Jno 3:16 or Rom 5:8? 

D. Still, there must be a response from each to His grace, mercy and love

1. “universal salvation” is just not the way it is ... or, will be!

2. the response may be called “obedient faith” (see Acts 6:7)

3. 1 Cor 18:8 - here is a Biblical example of the response!

CLOSE: Clearly, dear friend, God desires that your be reconciled to Him. He loves you; He cares about you; He does not want you to be separated from Him for eternity. His love, however, allows you to make the choice. May I lovingly urge you to respond to His love today.
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