‘TIL DEATH DO US PART

MK 10:1-12

INTRO: There are few more emotional and difficult issues among Christian people than that of the integrity of marriage. The words “‘til death do us part” do not seem to be taken seriously, and without much thought of consequences (either emotional, economic or spiritual) people rush to court to end a marriage to which God was a witness to the vows and covenant (Mal 2:14). Differences and difficulties are bound to occur in the marriage relationship. But couples (or one member of the couple) seem to be impatient and are willing to throw away the relationship rather than to work hard at overcoming problems and making the marriage stronger. But the problem is not new! It was very much a problem in the world into which Jesus came.

I. THE QUESTION OF THE PHARISEES...
A. Mk 10:2 - “Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife?”
1. remember, women in that time had few rights under the law

2. men had all the rights and power over their wives

3. men were divorcing wives for virtually no cause - widespread

B. Two schools of thought contemporary with Jesus

1. one rabbinic direction: only for the cause of adultery - Shammai

2. another rabbinic direction: for any displeasure (a burnt meal) - Hillel

3. although badly motivated, the question was important at that time

II. HOW JESUS ANSWERED THE QUESTION
A. He first asked them what Moses had commanded - Mk 10:3,4
1. they referred to Deut 24:1ff - remember, it was of God (not just Moses)

2. the issue centered on the word “uncleanness” - but evolved in rabbinic thought to the “find no favor in his eyes”
3. (my opinion? I believe the “uncleanness” was sexual infidelity”

B. Jesus acknowledged this was not God’s original intention about marriage

1. He referred to “the hardness of your heart”
2. there can be no doubt (other questions aside) that Moses addressed a serious and pervasive problem

3. in Mt 19:8 are the words “suffered you” - the commandment was of the procedure - not of a necessity to put away ones wife!

C. Jesus then restates the original marriage law - Mk 10:5-8
1. this is God’s present law for marriage

2. in Mt 5:31,32 and 19:9 Jesus gives the one exception - fornication

3. I recognize that there are books written, lectures given which seek to broaden this marriage law ... but I do not find scriptural evidence for them!

D. Then, Jesus adds something we must not ignore - Mk 10:9
1. overlooked, forgotten is this: “what God hath joined”
2. Mal 2:14 - God witnesses the making of the covenant - then and now, however, the covenant is selfishly disregarded - God still hates divorce (Mal 2:16)

3. no human authority has the God given right to dissolve a marriage

III. THE DISCIPLES ASK HIM AGAIN OF THIS ISSUE
A. Mk 10:10-12 - “...disciples asked him again of the same matter”
1. obviously, what Jesus taught was at odds with contemporary practice

2. and the disciples (apostles) wanted to be certain of what He taught

3. they knew what I know ... marriage & the home are too important, too valuable to be handled lightly and carelessly

B. Jesus states clearly the “general” rule to be observed

1. to divorce and remarry constitutes adultery

2. there is, it’s true, that one exception which Jesus notes in Mt 19:9
3. even the exception is clearly stated

IV. MARRIAGE IS ‘TIL DEATH DO US PART!
A. This is what we must preach and teach

1. Rom 7:1-3 - inspiration could hardly have made this more plain

2. the integrity of marriage is God’s business and God’s concern

3. but it needs to be our concern, too

B. We must teach our children carefully concerning marriage

1. they need to see & hear in us the Biblical, spiritual basis for lastingness

2. they need to look carefully “before they leap” - who is this person in whom I am maritally interested? heritage? values? priorities? interests? etc.?

3. we must teach them about problem solving in relationships - patience, communication, forgiveness, commitment

CLOSE: I have no doubt that what Jesus taught was dramatically different from that world’s view. But it is also dramatically different from our world’s view. But it is the issue taught and resolved from God’s view! And we must learn to honor it as such.
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