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Grade Level: 4

Objectives: Students will demonstrate their understanding of Mexican music by labeling and sorting the different instrument used by the Mariachi performers. This will be done according to the 

Subject: Mexican Music; Los Mariachis

Length: Two Weeks

Standards: #5 History and Culture: Educational experiences in grades K-4 will ensure that students 

   perform folk dances from various cultures with competence and confidence.



  
  #2 Instrumental: Perform easy rhythmic, melodic and chordal patterns accurately and

 
   independently on rhythmic, melodic, and harmonic classroom instruments.

#6 Analysis: Students will listen to, describe and analyze music by using appropriate 
         terminology in explaining music, music instruments and voices, and music performances. Also they will identify sounds of a variety of instruments, including instruments from various cultures, as all was female and male adult voices.

Useful Websites:

http://www.mariachi.org/history.html
http://www.sobrino.net/mariachi4u/mariachi4u_search.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/El_mariachi
http://algeria.org/mxother.html
http://www.mexconnect.com/mex_/gualadalajara/marhis.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/mariachi
http://mariachis.com.mx/portal/
http://www.callimexica.org/festivalmariachis/2006
http://www.soundclick.com/bands/pageartist.cfm?bandID=3084111
http://www.stlyrics.com/m/mexicoandmariachis.htm
Lesson 1

Objective: Introduce los Mariachi, which is a type of Mexican music.

Materials: Los Mariachis CD by various Mariachi artists, pictures of mariachi instruments, and other Mexican music of various genre.

Procedure:  Have students listen to different types of Mexican music. Introduce los Mariachis and their different types of instruments.  

Closure/Evaluation/Assessment: Play all of the different types of Mexican music and let students decide if it is Mariachi music. If they are correct 80% of the time, then objective is mastered. 

Lesson 2 

Objective: Learn how, when and why Mariachi perform, as well as discuss their costume.

Materials: Power point presentation of who, what, when, where, why, and how Mariachi’s perform.  Include power point presentation of Musica Mexicana. Video of Mariachi performing.

Procedure: Show a video of los Mariachis describing when and why they perform. Show the powerpoint presentation describing their origin and purpose.  Introduce their costume called “charros”.  Let students wear costume.  

Closure/Evaluation/Assessment: Ask students what is something new that they learned about Mariachi. What piece of the information was most interesting?

Lesson 3

Objective: Students will learn about the category of string instruments and recognize that the vihuela, guitarron and guitar are types of string instruments used in mariachi music. They will also learn the different sounds the vihuela, guitar and guitarron makes.

Materials: Mariachi music, vihuela, guitarron, guitar.

Procedure: Listen to Mariachi music and have students differentiate string instruments.  Show string instruments. Violin guitar and guitarron.  Allow students to play with mariachi string instruments to better recognize the sound.

Closure/Evaluation/Assessment: Play mariachi music.  Have children raise their hand if they are a mariachi string instrument. Also, stop music and have students copy the sound of the string instrument to be more precise. 

Next, play a part of the song when only the vihuela is playing.  Have the children decide if it is a guitarron, guitar or vihuela.  Do the same for the other two instruments.  If 80% correct, then objective is mastered.

Lesson 4

Objective: Students will learn the phrase brass instrument and recognize that the sound trumpet in Mariachi music is a type of brass instrument.

Materials: Mariachi Music and trumpets.

Procedure: Listen to Los mariachi and differentiate brass instruments.  Show trumpet and allow students to use it to better recognize the sound.

Closure/Evaluation/Assessment: Students will listen to Mariachi music and raise their hand when they hear the trumpet.  I will stop the music and a student will vocally recite the melody that the trumpet made.

Lesson 5

Objective: Learn the difference between male and female voices in Mariachi Music. Choose their favorite mariachi song and perform it.

Materials: Various Mariachi music. Guitar, guitarron, trumpet, vihuela. Charros, which are mariachi costumes. Auditorium, microphones. Written music of chosen song, and Radio.

Procedure: Students will vote on their favorite Mariachi song and will sing and dance to the song using the instruments taught. Using the song they chose, they will discern if men or women are singing.

Each student will decide if they want to play an instrument, sing or dance at the performance.  They will learn their parts and then perform it to the school as well as family and friends.

Students choosing to play a mariachi instrument will choose which instrument to play and practice performing the song. Those choosing to dance the Mariachi song will choreograph the music based on Mariachi steps. Finally those choosing to sing will learn the words and melody and perform it as a real Mariachi would.

Closure/Evaluation/Assessment: Students will sing, dance, and play in harmony. It will be a successful performance.

This project is part of CultureQuest Connecticut, whose website is http://www.easternct.edu/depts/edu/dept/culturequest.html .

	

	



The home website of Culture Quest is located at http://www.culturequest.us .



For more information about the CultureQuest Consortium, please contact Dr. Sheila Gersh at sgersh@ccny.cuny.edu.  
For information about CultureQuest-Connecticut, please contact
David L. Stoloff, Ph.D., Professor and Chair, Education Department, Eastern Connecticut State University, 83 Windham Street, Webb Hall Room 129, Willimantic, CT 06226, tel. no. (860) 465 - 5501, fax. no. (860) 465 - 5099, email: stoloffd@easternct.edu , WWW: http://www.easternct.edu/depts/edu/stoloff.html 
Disclaimer:  The CultureQuest Projects linked to this index represent the collaboration of students, teacher candidates, teachers, and/or university faculty members and do not represent the official position of the Education Department and/or Eastern Connecticut State University.
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