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	Important Dates

	Merit Badge Weekend, 9-11 November, CG Base

We will plan on meeting at the CG Base at 5 PM as opposed to meeting at the First United Methodist Church.  The uniform for the weekend will be the full boy scout field uniform (scout shirt, pants, neckerchief, etc.) and not the activity uniform (Troop 151 t-shirt).  The $25 cost for the weekend covers five meals (Sat breakfast/lunch/dinner and Sun breakfast/lunch).  The boys will need to either eat before they arrive on Friday night or bring their dinner with them to eat with the troop.  There are three merit badges sessions (Sat AM, Sat PM and Sun AM) with the merit badge weekend concluding after lunch on Sunday.  Since the troop also has the annual veteran’s day flag ceremony on Sunday afternoon at the Westlawn Cemetery, I will try to coordinate with some parents at a later time to help transport the boys from the CG Base to the cemetery.  Parents will be able to pick up their sons from the cemetery at approximately 3 PM.

Veteran’s Day Ceremony, 11 November, Westlawn Cemetery

This is a semi-annual service project that the troop participates in with the other day occurring on Memorial Day.  The troop usually meets in the morning to set-up, but given the merit badge weekend, I would like to ask for leaders and parents to assist with the set-up so that the boys can continue to work on their merit badges.  As such, we will meet at 9 AM at Westlawn Cemetery.  It usually takes about an hour to set up all the chairs and flags.  The boys will be driven over from the CG Base to the cemetery in time for the 1 PM ceremony start.  The ceremony usually lasts for one hour and then it takes one hour to clean up.  Parents will be able to pick up their sons from the cemetery at approximately 3 PM.

Trail Service Project, 17 November, Dismal Swamp Canal State Park, 9 AM to 5 PM

We will meet at First United Methodist Church parking lot at 8:15 AM for those wishing to carpool to the Dismal Swamp State Park.  We will return to the First United Methodist Church parking lot at approximately 5:30 PM.  The troop will be helping the Dismal Swamp Canal state park rangers with putting in a 1-mile interpretive trail.  As such, the boys will be involved with clearing brush to create a 4-foot wide trail.  This effort will significantly help the state park as it will allow them to start to give tours out in the state park on a trail other than an old logging trail.  The 1-mile loop will be perfect for older and younger visitors that are not able to venture on the longer logging trails.  The boys need to preferably wear old clothes (hat, pants, long sleeve shirt, boots, etc.) that can get dirty and take the abuse of underbrush.  They also need to bring work gloves (preferably leather), a lunch and water bottle.  They can bring the following if they have them: loppers or hand clippers.  Optional items to bring include sunscreen and bug repellant.  Please note that it will take several work days to complete the trail with this first workday giving us a good feel for how long it should take.

Elizabeth City Parade, 1 December

From what I know, the scouts meet in the morning at the CG Chief’s Mess (behind Pizza Hut), eat breakfast, and then participate in the morning parade.  I will provide more information as I get it, but I wanted to get the word out so that everyone could plan for the day.

Summer Resident Camp, Raven Knob Scout Reservation, 20-26 Jul 2008

It’s official, the troop is going to the Raven Knob Scout Reservation for camp next summer from 20-26 Jul.  We will be staying in the Laurel Campsite.  I will provide more information after the updated Leaders’ Guide gets posted in January 2008.  Here is the link to their website: http://www.ravenknob.com/
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	Troop Elections

	Keep Working!

There is a new “Trail to Eagle” advancement chart posted on the board in the meeting room. 
	NEW POSITIONS as of 01 October 2007

Senior Patrol Leader: Christian Hamilton

Assistant Senior Patrol Leader:  Mike Hall

Eagle Patrol Leader:  Ben Travers

Eagle Assistant Patrol Leader: Henry Kronlage

Dragon Patrol Leader:  Nathan Chapman

Dragon Assistant Patrol Leader:  Donovan Leary

Fox Patrol Leader:  Josh Barker

Fox Assistant Patrol Leader:  Brian Guglielmini

Troop Guide (Fox Patrol): Mitchell Sheep

OA Troop Representative:  Jonathan Andre

Quartermaster:  Cameron Lacasse

Bugler:  Nathan Chapman

Scribe:  Henry Kronlage

Historian:  Tyler Watkins

Instructor:  Jared Wice

Chaplain Aide:  Brandon Swayne
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	For All: 
Service and Kindness


These are often related.  Through Service we show kindness, and because of kindness we give service.  Doing acts of unselfishness help those who come after us.  The following poem by Will Allen Dromgoole (1860-1934) illustrates how service helps those who follow:

The Bridge Builder

An old man going a lone highway,

Came at the evening, cold and gray,

To a chasm vast and wide and steep

With waters rolling cold and deep.

The old man crossed in the twilight dim;

The sullen stream had no fears for him;

But he turned when safe on the other side

And built a bridge to span the tide.

“Old man,” said a fellow pilgrim near,

“You are wasting your strength with building here

Your journey will end with the ending day

You never again will pass this way;

You’ve crossed the chasm deep and wide,

Why build you this bridge at eventide?”

The builder lifted his old gray head,

“Good friend, in the path I have come,” he said,

“There followeth after me today

A youth, whose feet must pass this way;

The chasm that was as naught to me,

To that fair-haired youth may a pitfall be;

He too must cross in the twilight dim—
Good friend, I am building this bridge for him.”

YiS,


Mr. Travers




Submissions need to be emailed to Mrs. Leary by the last Monday of the month for items needing to be published in the following month’s newsletter.

