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	Important Dates

	Elizabeth City Parade, 1 December, 9-11 AM (approximately)

As of right now, the troop will meet at 9 AM behind the South Gate Mall and form up with the other Boy Scout Troops.  The parade starts at 10 AM at the mall and ends at the Museum of the Albemarle.  We don’t know the exact end time as it will depend where the troops are in the parade, but we don’t think it will be later than 11 AM.  The Scoutmaster will send out more information if he learns anymore details.  If you would like to support the Coast Guard Chief Petty Officers “Toys for Tots” fund drive, Breakfast will be served at 8 AM at the CPO Club (behind Pizza Hut on Cardwell St.).
All Scouts need to be in FULL UNIFORM. Please dress appropriately for the weather. 
Trail Service Project, 8 December, Dismal Swamp Canal State Park, 9 AM – 3 PM

We will meet at First United Methodist Church parking lot at 8:15 AM for those wishing to carpool to the Dismal Swamp State Park.  We will return to the First United Methodist Church parking lot at approximately 3:30 PM.  The troop will be continuing to help the Dismal Swamp Canal state park rangers with creating a 1-mile interpretive trail.  As such, the scouts will be involved with clearing brush to create a 4-foot wide trail.  This effort will significantly help the state park as it will allow them to start to give tours out in the state park on a trail other than an old logging trail.  The 1-mile loop will be perfect for older and younger visitors that are not able to venture on the longer logging trails.  The scouts need to preferably wear old clothes (hat, pants, long sleeve shirt, boots, etc.) that can get dirty and take the abuse of underbrush.  They also need to bring work gloves (preferably leather), a lunch and water bottle.  They can bring the following if they have them: loppers or hand clippers.  Optional items to bring include sunscreen and bug repellant.

We are also going to try to earn the Historic Trails Award for this effort.  To qualify, the boys need to have participated in helping create the trail.  Based on the enormous amount of work accomplished on 17 Nov, we should be able to finish the trail on this date.  Thus, if your scouts want to be able to earn this award and they didn’t attend on 17 Nov, this is their last opportunity.

Holiday Potluck / Court of Honor, 10 December, First United Methodist Church, 6:00 – 7:30 PM

The Holiday Potluck / Court of Honor will be Monday, December 10th.  The troop will provide pizza and soda and thought it would be nice if each family brought a finger food, appetizer or dessert to share.  We will have the potluck downstairs and the Court of Honor upstairs in the chapel.  It will be a busy evening as we already have a lot of advancements to recognize!  Every Scout MUST have at least one parent in attendance.  This is a perfect chance, however, for the whole family to attend as we only have four recognition events a year.  Please contact Susan Andre if you have any questions whatsoever, 252-207-4204.

Summer Resident Camp, Raven Knob Scout Reservation, 20-26 Jul 2008

It’s official, the troop is going to the Raven Knob Scout Reservation for camp next summer from 20-26 Jul.  We will be staying in the Laurel Campsite.  I will provide more information after the updated Leaders’ Guide gets posted in January 2008.  Here is the link to their website: http://www.ravenknob.com/
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	Merit Badge Weekend:
Results

	Keep Working!

There is a new “Trail to Eagle” advancement chart posted on the board in the meeting room. 
	We had 18 scouts attend the merit badge weekend on 9-11 November.  They had a lot of fun and earned a total of 47 merit badges that will be presented at the December Court of Honor ceremony.
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	For All: 
On my honor, I will do my best…


Scouts promise to do their best.  Although you’ll still make mistakes, or even fail, the important thing is to get up and try again.  Please remember this throughout your life in scouting and in your personal life.  If you’re not pushing your limits and failing a little, you’ll never know what you can accomplish.  Remember, only 4 out of 100 boy scouts ever earn the Eagle Scout Rank.  Will you be one of the 4?

Success

You can’t fell trees without some chips

You can’t achieve without some slips

Unless you try you’ll wonder why

Good fortune seems to pass you by.

Success is not for those who quail.

She gives her best to those who fail,

And then with courage twice as great

Take issue once again with fate.

‘Tis better far to risk a fall

Then not to make an attempt at all.

YiS,


Mr. Travers




Submissions need to be emailed to Mrs. Leary by the last Monday of the month for items needing to be published in the following month’s newsletter.

