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Newsletter

April 2008
HAPPY NEW YEAR
	Important Dates

	Troop Quarterly Court of Honor Ceremony, 7 April, 6:30-8:00 PM, First United Methodist Church

More information will be coming out this week from Susan Andre, but we'd appreciate if all Scouts and at least one parent/guardian attended the meeting as 13 Scouts will be honored for advancing in rank and even more will be honored for completing merit badges. 

Merchant Mill Pond State Park Camping Skills / Hiking Trip, 19 April

The troop will be heading to Merchant's Mill Pond State Park to complete camping skills work for the Wolverine and Fox Patrols and a 20-mile hike for the Dragon and Eagle Patrols.  The 20-mile hike is completed as four 5-mile loops so Scouts who cannot complete the entire hike can complete either a 5-miler, 10-miler or 15-miler if they desire.  They need to complete at least 10 miles of hiking to get credit toward their Hiking MB, but this does not mean they have to complete 10-miles in a row.  Thus, they could do the first and third legs, first and fourth, etc.  More information including departure and arrival times will be passed to the Scouts at the upcoming troop meetings since the 20-mile hike is an all day affair and the camping skills is not.

Summer Resident Camp, Raven Knob Scout Reservation, 20-26 Jul 2008

More information on the next page
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	Summer Camp 2008: Raven Knob

	Keep Working!

Tenderfoot – Matthew Brothers and Reece Neiderer

MERIT BADGES EARNED:

Citizenship in the World - Christian Hamilton and Ben Travers

Personal Management – Henry Kronlage


	23 Scouts and 7 Adults/parents have been registered to attend the Raven Knob Scout Reservation for camp this summer from 20-26 Jul.  We will be staying in the Sam Houston Campsite.  Here is the link to their website: http://www.ravenknob.com/  The next step in the registration process is for the Scouts to be registered for their merit badges and/or other programs that they have already selected and for them to also pay the next $50 installment.  The $50 installment needs to be received by 14 April so that the Scouts can be officially registered with Camp Raven Knob by Ms. Andre.  She will not be able to register the Scouts for their programs without payment so please make out checks to BSA Troop 151 and submit to Chris Andre by 14 April.  Thanks.
WELCOME ABOARD

Pack 167 Webelos Crossing Over: Jacob Barker, William Bright, Connor Chalfan, Alexander Hahn, Joseph Hilger, Aiden Owens and Samuel Van De Sande
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	For Scouts: 
Dear Scouts,

As you know, my family and I will be moving this summer and a new Scoutmaster will be taking over for me after the Court of Honor next week.  I have truly enjoyed being your Scoutmaster this past year and feel blessed to have had the opportunity to work with you and hopefully pass on some life lessons that will help you as you grow into strong men.  As I was backpacking last week, I was reminded of a poem by Robert Frost.

THE ROAD NOT TAKEN, Robert Frost

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,

And sorry I could not travel both

And be one traveler, long I stood

And looked down one as far as I could

To where it bent in the undergrowth;

Then took the other, as just as fair,

And having perhaps the better claim,

Because it was grassy and wanted wear;

Though as for that the passing there

Had worn them really about the same,

And both that morning equally lay

In leaves no step had trodden black.

Oh, I kept the first for another day!

Yet knowing how way leads on to way,

I doubted if I should ever come back.

I shall be telling this with a sigh

Somewhere ages and ages hence:

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—

I took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.

Don't be afraid to travel on the road less traveled, whether it be backpacking trails that some people will never do or achieving the rank of Eagle Scout which only 4% of all Boy Scouts ever accomplish.  Don't succumb to peer pressure and end up making bad choices.  It's far better to stand alone than to stand together in trouble.  Remember, you can do a million things right, and one thing wrong, and it's the one thing wrong that you will be remembered for, quite possibly for your entire life.  Never compromise your honor or your integrity.  As I've previously told you, it's what you do when no one's looking that really defines your honor and integrity.  I wish you all the best and look forward to when our paths hopefully cross again sometime in the future!  Until then, cheers...

YiS,

Mr. Travers

For Leaders:

Fellow Leaders:  Thank you very much for volunteering your time and for your support this past year.  This program could not run without you!  The Scouts and I truly appreciate all that you have given of yourselves to make it such a great program.  Thanks.

For Parents:

Parents:  Thanks for sharing your boys with me this past year and for being such excellent role models.  It's obvious that all the boys come from very caring families which is great to see.  I feel truly blessed to have had the opportunity to work with your sons.  Thanks.

YiS,

Dan




Submissions need to be emailed to Mr. Leary cwojohnleary@yahoo.com by the last Monday of the month for items needing to be published in the following month’s newsletter.

