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A new French Theatre season begins! L'Autre, by Pigeons International, launches 2003-2004 season 
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September 25, 2003 - 

"I love theatre for everything it can say: I love the stories, the symbols, the philosophy that can be conveyed in a theatre performance. I love dance, on the other hand, for everything it doesn't say: I like the way it forces us to find means of expression other than the precision of words. Dance makes us short-circuit the rational and be completely subjective. I like the mental performance space it creates. I also believe dance compels us, by the formal choices it imposes, to think of a performance as a work of art." 

Paula de Vasconcelos 

Ottawa, Ontario -- The National Arts Centre (NAC) French Theatre is proud to present a new production by an extraordinary company. Although it has been touring internationally since 1987, astonishing audiences everywhere with daring performances and breathtaking design concepts, this engagement marks Pigeons International's Ottawa debut. On Wednesday, October 1 at 20:00 sharp, seven anonymous dancing pigeons will land at 53 Elgin Street. Their mission: to take over the NAC Studio stage with their creation, L'Autre, an extraordinary and captivating performance—part theatre, part dance—that takes a lyrical look at the duality of the human condition. A product of the fertile imagination of choreographer and director Paula de Vasconcelos and her rare birds—dancers and actors from a wide range of cultural backgrounds—L'Autre is a choreographic fairy tale… or a fable told in dance… or perhaps even a dream. One thing is certain: it's groundbreaking theatre. The pigeons will be here from October 1 to 4 only! Reserve your seats now before they fly away to distant lands… 

Rencontre de la première 

Members of our opening night audience (Wednesday, October 1) are invited to stay in the Studio after the performance to meet the L'Autre company at an informal talkback session hosted by Associate Artistic Director Paul Lefebvre. 

About the Other 

We are in a dream, a legend, or perhaps a prehistoric landscape—furs, stones, interlaced branches. Through the swirling snow, a woman raggedly dressed in animal pelts begins her slow journey to save the life of a man who is freezing to death. A queen leaves the side of her dwarf king, venturing into the heart of the forest to interrogate a hermit about the nature of femininity and masculinity. A man dragging a suitcase crammed with his life, his death, and his clothes isn't too sure what to say to the customs officer. A couple annihilates the rest of the world while knocking back generous swigs of vodka. Beyond differences in gender, language, class and culture, beyond breaches and boundaries, what if the Other were simply not what we know, but what we recognize?
Inspired by a passage from Nobel Prize-winning Portuguese author José Saramago's novel Memorial do Covento, L'Autre is built around the story of a queen who sets out to interrogate a hermit about human nature. A stunning montage of tableaux vivants, of almost hypnotic scenes, the work explores the theme of encounters—through a gallery of diverse characters and eclectic stories told in French, English, Portuguese and Ukrainian—and addresses the complex and timeless issue of duality. This production marks the first time Pigeons International has received the support of an international co-producer, the Fondation Calouste Gulbenkian (Lisbon). This collaboration has allowed the company to include two Portuguese artists, Carla Ribeiro and Bruno Schiappa, in the cast, thereby continuing its tradition of fostering exchanges between artists from different countries and cultures. 

"A fascinating work, perhaps even Vasconcelos's most fascinating in recent years: original and exceptionally imaginative, where all the angels are fallen and the search for self never ends. Truly poetic." 

Andrée Martin, Le Devoir 

At the crossroads of theatre and dance 

Freedom, fusion, hybridity Love, dreams, humanity. These words and concepts define the creative universe and artistic practice of Pigeons International. Established in 1987 by co-founders and co-artistic directors Paula de Vasconcelos and Paul-Antoine Taillefer, this Montreal company has distinguished itself—from its very first production, Du sang sur le cou du chat—by a style of direction that emphasizes the links between spoken/written language and physical movement. In a repertoire ranging from works by international writers like Rainer Werner Fassbinder (Du sang sur le cou du chat, 1987), Georg Büchner (Le Cri, from Woyzeck, 1988) and Sam Shepard (Savage/Love , 1994; Cruising Paradise, 1997) to original productions created by the company (Le Réverbère, 1990; Perdus dans les coquelicots, 1991; Le Making of de Macbeth, 1996), Pigeons International's artistic practice is fuelled by a constant and fertile creative exploration that mingles performance and choreography, text and movement—an approach that has been highly successful in Colombia, Italy, Portugal, Western Canada and elsewhere. Both brutal and opulent, the company's creations never fail to astonish and delight. 

"Pigeons International's productions are invariably compelling, combining the best in dance and theatre." 

Christian Saint-Pierre, Les Cahiers de théâtre Jeu 

In praise of plurality 

From the very start, Pigeons International has involved artists from diverse cultures and disciplines. As Christian Saint-Pierre wrote in Les Cahiers de théâtre Jeu, "Pigeons International's practice inhabits the fragile equilibrium between the directness of dramatic elements and the raw power of abstract dance." In 1997, with Cruising Paradise, the company deliberately set its course towards what might be called "theatre-dance" (or, depending on one's perspective, "dance-theatre"). Indeed, since the creation in 1997 of Lettre d'amour à Tarantino ("Love letter to Tarantino") for Montréal Danse—a wryly poetic salute to the film Pulp Fiction—Paula de Vasconcelos's choreography has grown increasingly complex, affirming Pigeons International's signature style: intimately personal, dissolving the impermeable boundaries between dance and theatre and expressing language in both words and gestures. 


L'Autre 

A Pigeons International (Montreal) production Written, directed and choreographed by Paula de Vasconcelos 

Text: Excerpt from the novel Memorial do Covento by José Saramago 
Cast: Daniel Desputeau, Gregory Hlady, Monica Gan, Carla Ribeiro, Bruno Schiappa, Catherine Sénart and Paul-Antoine Taillefer 
Sets and props: Raymond Marius Boucher / Costumes: Louis Hudon 
Costume assistant and cutter: Anne-Marie Veevaete 
Original score: Bertrand Chénier / Flautist: Élyzabeth Cathy 
Additional music: Excerpts from Apollo by Brian Eno, Daniel Lanois and Roger Eno; 
Folia from Danças Ocultas by Artur Fernandes; 
excerpts from Darkwood by David Darling; 
Zlato from White Neck, Gentle Lamb by Neuromantic Trance; 
Womb by Toni Childs 
Narration: François Papineau / Lighting: Jean-Charles Martel 
Production and technical direction: Paul-Antoine Taillefer and Yan Lee Chan 
Sound and lighting technician: Carol Lechasseur 


The National Arts Centre French Theatre gratefully acknowledges the support of Radio-Canada (La Première Chaîne and La Chaîne culturelle), Radio-Canada Television, CIMF Rock Détente and Le Droit. 

We leave the last word to Paula de Vasconcelos and Paul-Antoine Taillefer: "In theatre and dance and the poetry that exists between the two, we speak of the mountains and the oceans within. And let the final message be one of hope." 

- 30 -

Information
(requests for telephone interviews with Paula de Vasconcelos; photos available on request)
Guy Warin
Communications Officer
National Arts Centre French Theatre
(613) 947-7000 or 1 866 850-2787, ext. 759
gwarin@nac-cna.ca 
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