	The Other 
At The Roundhouse until Jan. 12 
Tickets: 604-280-3311 
Trust a Montreal troupe called Pigeons International to take us on a wondrous and joy-filled flight of fur-lined fantasy. The Other is a fairytale for adults that weaves together dance, movement and storytelling (in French, English, Ukrainian and Portuguese). Performing on a large rectangular space flanked on both sides by the audience, seven dancers work their magic. Sometimes they glide slowly across the floor (a vast wonder of stitched-together fur in a double starburst design); at other times they appear to fly or be carried like leaves or snowflakes on the wind. 
Who is The Other? The Other may simply be the persona we conceal under uniforms or regal robes or hermits rags. Or perhaps The Other is what we might have been or might yet become. What happens if we shed our protective coverings, our passports, our roles? 
Like a dream, there's much in this performance that is bewildering: who is the caribou skin-draped angel of mercy who appears under a silent sprinkling of snow? Who is the hunter she rescues, breathing life into his frozen, fur-clad body? But beautiful image flies on the heels of yet another beautiful image until the nagging brain yields to the beating heart where the essence of The Other is known if not completely understood. 
Every element of this production is fully integrated. It's impossible to imagine The Other without Jean-Charles Martel's lighting: much low, horizontal lighting that casts long shadows and evokes lands of midnight sun. Original music by Bertrand Ch‚nier begins with the symphony one imagines the aurora borealis and Arctic wolves to make: beautiful, brutal, elemental. And in a work that's about possibility, costume designer Louis Hudon takes The King through an astonishing transformation from Elizabethan-collared, stunted dwarf to tall, handsome young lover. (The Queen has already stepped out of her heavy brocade gown and jewel encrusted tiara to whirl and spin in her petticoat.) 
But it finally is the dancing that captivates: bodies flying, wrapping themselves around each other, leaping into freefalls only to be caught and thrust up again. When the confining robes and roles are finally shed, seven dancers erupt into a heart-stopping joyous celebratory dance that makes you ache to become part of it. 
Thanks to Touchstone Theatre's Katrina Dunn for bringing Pigeons International to Vancouver and to creator Paula de Vasconcelos. To dancers C‚line Bonnier, Gregory Hlady, Anne le Beau, Rodrigue Proteau, Carla Ribeiro, Bruno Schiappa and Paul-Antoine Taillefer: thank you for the amazing journey. 

	back to top


	

	
		
	
All contents of this site are copyright by Lower Mainland Publishing Group Inc., A Canwest Company. 
No re-use of any portion of this site is permitted in any medium without the express written consent of LMPG. Please contact the webmaster for more information.


	
	




Decorating 
Living
Home Improvement 
Maintenance 
Lawn & Garden
 













[image: image5.wmf]

http://www.vanc



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image6.wmf]

Default


Parte inferior do formulário


_1170618579.unknown

_1170618577.unknown

