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BIRD RECORDS FOR APRIL 2009
               Published: MAY 2009
Important: The following are largely unchecked reports and not authenticated records.  All records refer to April unless otherwise stated.  The list follows the sequence of the British Ornithological Union.

Weather:
   1st-5th
mostly calm and dry


 6th-12th
cooler, unsettled with some rain and breezy spells


13th-19th
mostly dry but with one or two spells of rain. Some northerly breezes and murky days


20th-26th
some dry and fine sunny days, then cooler and unsettled


27th-30th
mainly dry with southerly breezes, rain on 30th

Bird Summary:

Spring migrants:
The second batch of spring arrivals appeared, Nightingale, Sedge Warbler, Reed Warbler, Lesser and Common Whitethroats, Wood Warbler, Cuckoo, Redstart, and Pied Flycatcher were all recorded. Most noteworthy were the numbers of Grasshopper Warblers being reported. BD had at least twelve reeling birds on Sand Point and several turned up at many other places on many days. We’ve had a ‘Grasshopper spring’.

Wader passage:
A reasonable showing of Whimbrels and Bar-tailed Godwits from 15th onwards but other passage waders were in short supply. Purple Sandpiper at CVL

Seabird passage:
There were a few sporadic sightings of Terns and Skuas in the estuary but there was a general feeling of disappointment with no sustained movement of birds.

Other highlights:
A Gannet turned up unexpectedly at BG. Three Great Northern Divers seen off Clevedon by the Wain’s Hill mob. Montagu’s Harriers at Slimbridge WWT, CVL and Priddy, a Hoopoe was seen at far-flung Doynton and a Wryneck was reported in Thornbury

COASTAL SITES

ASW  
 : Avonmouth Sewage Works
AW
: Aust Wharf 
BD    
: Brean Down                    

CW
 : Chittening Warth
OPS
: Oldbury Power Station
NP
: New Passage    
NW
 : Northwick Warth 
 PW
: Portbury Wharf
RPD  
: Royal Portbury Dock     
SB
 : Severn Beach
WSW
: Weston Sewage Works

Cl-Y
 :A general reference to the coastal strip from Clevedon, southwards to the Yeo Estuary including the Blind Yeo    Estuary and Kenn Estuary. (Specific sites mentioned for unusual sightings.)

Tidal Avon   : Shirehampton to Cumberland basin (main site Sea Mills harbour).

Severnside: A general reference to the coastal strip from Aust Warth southwards to Chittening Warth, in particular, the main sites at Northwick Warth, New Passage and Severn Beach.

INLAND SITES

BG
      : Barrow Gurney Reservoir   BL
: Blagdon Lake
 BLR 
: Backwell Lake Reserve

Ched Res: Cheddar Reservoir
CVL 
: Chew Valley Lake
GWR  
:Greater Westhay Reserve     
The Levels: A general reference to areas of the Somerset levels, in particular the main sites at Catcott Lows, GWR, Meare Heath and Shapwick Heath. Specific sites are mentioned for noteworthy sightings

MUTE SWAN
The main groups reported were as follows: - Portishead marina 21; Bristol docks 20; CVL 31 and Tickenham moor 18
GREYLAG GOOSE
Three birds seen in flight over ASW on 22nd
 

CANADA GOOSE
No reports of the CVL herd, BL count was twelve birds on 18th and 32 birds at Bathampton meadows
BRENT GOOSE
A few lingering on, one at Slimbridge WWT on 15th, one at Severn Beach on 8th and three here on 25th

SHELDUCK
Coastal flocks recorded were:- Slimbridge WWT 180; OPS 76; Severnside 50 and Cl-Y 55. Two birds at BL on WeBS day

MANDARIN DUCK
Two birds noted at Cross Moor on 14th
WIGEON 
This species is virtually absent now. Two birds at PW on 11th were very late for this site

TEAL
Like Wigeon, most have departed to breed, best count was 17 birds at OPS on 5th

GADWALL
BL count was six on 18th


MALLARD
Some duckling broods already appearing early on in the month
GARGANEY
Single birds were noted at CVL, Herriots (12th) and Weston STW (26th)

SHOVELER
Another fast disappearing duck….seven at OPS on 11th and none at BL on duck count day

POCHARD
BL count:- just four birds on 18th

FERRUGINOUS DUCK   The CVL bird was noted on several dates, usually hanging out with the Tufteds 
TUFTED DUCK
This species is lingering on better than the others:- OPS eleven; ASW  ten; PW 16 (seven+ broods here last year) and BL 185. 

SCAUP hybrid
One noted at BL on 18th during the WEBS count 

COMMON SCOTER   Three birds seen at CVL on 17th

GOLDENEYE
Few reports after last month’s ‘spring rush’, just odd birds recorded at PW, BL, CVL and Anchor Head

RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE   Recorded at Tunley Hill, Farmborough Common, Marshfield, Shirehill, Hawkesbury Upton and Parks Farm
GREY PARTRIDGE
Two seen at Marshfield on 4th…and a couple of reports away from the stronghold:- two present at Clapton-in-Gordano on 11th and one noted at Weston STW on 18th

PHEASANT
There was a high count of 18 birds at Shirehill (Marshfield locality) on 23rd

GREAT NORTHERN DIVER Three birds seen off Ladye Bay (Clevedon) on 8th  

LITTLE GREBE
Few records, noted only at PW, BL and Weston STW

GREAT CRESTED GREBE   BL count was 26 birds on 18th. 23 birds present at Ched Res on 10th. Odd birds also at Severnside and CVL
BLACK-NECKED GREBE   Two birds turned up at CVL, Stratford Bay area on 27th 

FULMAR
Six birds seen flying north off Anchor Head on 21st

MANX SHEARWATER   One seen off Severn Beach on 27th, a rather early date, better numbers often occur mid-summer

GANNET

One turned up unexpectedly at BG on 18th, fortunately seen by at least three patch regulars who were later taken away in ambulances. More normal sightings were recorded off Anchor Head and Clevedon (both 8th) and Portishead on 21st

BITTERN
Four booming males were heard at RSPB Ham Wall on 16th

LITTLE EGRET
Best single count was ten birds at Slimbridge WWT on 1st. Odd sightings elsewhere

GREY HERON
Some nesting being reported but too early for any picture to be painted

SPOONBILL
Two birds dropped in briefly at OPS on 12th (PJH)….unfortunately long enough for the 
observer to get a conclusive photograph so the record may have to be accepted.

RED KITE
Another excellent run of sightings with at least seven separate birds involved. Noted (in date order) at Wraxall (1st), Slimbridge WWT (1st), Bridgwater M5 services (4th), Shirehampton (4th/5th), the Bristol downs (two on 16th) and Blagdon (22nd)

MARSH HARRIER
Obviously some coastal migration taking place, single seen at Northwick Warth-Severn 
bridge area on 13th-15th and at Portishead on 25th
HEN HARRIER
A female bird was seen at OPS on 19th (per OPS birding)

MONTAGU’S HARRIER   At least two individuals were noted in the area. First, one bird was seen to north at 
Slimbridge WT on 20th.  Then one at CVL on 24th (per CVLbirding). Another (or same 
bird) was noted at Priddy on 29th.  

GOSHAWK
The Clevedon bird was again noted on 4th and nearby at Kenn Moor on 15th. Another bird 
was seen at Marshfield on 18th.

SPARROWHAWK
Three birds noted at Hall End on 28th, singles at twelve + other sites

BUZZARD
Birds were very widespread, much in evidence everywhere and displaying like mad. Best single counts were eleven birds at Slimbridge WWT (5th) & ten birds at Severnside (11th).

OSPREY
One flew north off Clevedon on 15th and another was noted over Almondsbury on 19th. Follow the progress of Beatrice a nine year old female Osprey by logging on to ‘http://www.roydennis.org/Beatrice.htm’. 
She rested for a night close to CVL in early April on her way back to Scotland
KESTREL
Noted at 20+ sites
MERLIN
The usual male bird was seen at Northwick Warth on 1st, then there were no more reports until another (different) bird passed through on 28th. 

HOBBY
First reported on 19th at CVL, then further single birds at Sand Point, Severn Beach and Clutton in the last week

PEREGRINE
There were plenty of sightings. Severnside had at least four birds on 11th (at New Passage)


COOT
There are always a few to be seen at BL. A medal to the co-ordinator and team which 
bother to count them….arise….Sir Roy….

	Jan
	Feb
	March
	April

	400
	313
	203
	251


OYSTERCATCHER
Best of the coastal groups was 40 birds at New Passage on 11th. Some early nesting reports coming in

AVOCET
One bird noted at Slimbridge WWT on 9th

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER   Coastal migrants were at noted at Slimbridge WWT, OPS, Severn Beach and ASW (Vosa pool). Inland, two birds seen at CVL, Herons Green on 11th

RINGED PLOVER
Very little evidence of any passage birds along the coast at all. One or two half-hearted attempts at breeding inside Avonmouth docks but it is looking bleak so far.

GOLDEN PLOVER
A flock of 100 birds noted at Marshfield on 5th, 21 birds on Black Down on 10th

GREY PLOVER   
Two birds present at Chittening Warth on 11th, a poor showing for time of year.

LAPWING
No reports of any breeding yet

KNOT
Dismal passage recorded. At Severn Beach, just two birds on 4th and 6 birds here on 17th

SANDERLING
Another passage wader in short supply. One seen at PW on 19th, then ten at Severn Beach on 24th, a false dawn and just a single here on 30th.
LITTLE STINT
One bird was seen roosting on the RPD docking pier on 10th. This was probably a late wintering bird rather than a spring migrant.

CURLEW SANDPIPER   Three birds were present at Slimbridge WWT on 26th. Severn Beach, our ‘banker site’ did not record any.

PURPLE SANDPIPER   A speck of star-dust fell on CVL with one bird appearing here on 18th…only the 3rd CVL record. At Anchor head, four birds on 8th. The Portishead birds remained in residence all month, the usual four early on but only two by the end of the month. 

DUNLIN
Poor numbers reported everywhere at the coastal sites. Best was 280 birds at Severn Beach on 17th
RUFF
Single birds were noted at Slimbridge WWT on 5th and 25th.
SNIPE
Twelve birds recorded at CVL on 1st was the only report

WOODCOCK
One noted at Chittening Warth (sea-bank pools) on 25th, a good record here for April

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT   Two birds noted at CVL, Herriots on 4th, then one here on 25th. On the coast, max.15 birds present at Slimbridge WWT on 26th & four birds at Northwick Warth on 15th

BAR-TAILED GODWIT   First recorded at Dowlais farm, Clevedon on 14th, then two more birds later at Severn Beach on 18th. Coastal numbers picked up a little in the last week though there were no large passage flocks that sometimes occur in April. Top count was 44 birds at Slimbridge WWT on 24th
WHIMBREL
First noted on 13th, then better numbers after 20th with many small flocks appearing at the coastal sites. Best single count was 72 birds at Cl-Y on 24th.

CURLEW
Some of the wintering flocks lingered early on, best was 160 birds at OPS on 12th but only a few non-breeders or stragglers were left by the end of the month.


SPOTTED REDSHANK   A fair showing of birds, perhaps some wintering birds and fresh migrants. Up to two birds reported at Slimbridge WWT, Severnside, PW and Cl-Y

REDSHANK
Like Curlew, there were some flocks early on, then a marked drop in numbers and reports after 15th. Best counts around this time were 85 birds at Cl-Y and 160 birds at Weston STW (both on 12th).

GREENSHANK
Noted from 20th onwards, perhaps suggesting migrants. Singles at New Passage and Severn Beach and up to three birds at Slimbridge WWT on 25th/26th

GREEN SANDPIPER
Low numbers, just three birds present at CVL on 1st and one at Northwick Warth on 13th

COMMON SANDPIPER
   Plenty of reports, up to six birds were noted at Slimbridge WWT, OPS, New Passage, ASW (Vosa pool), Portishead, CVL and BL. Seemed scarce at Cl-Y though

POMARINE SKUA
One seen off Anchor Head on 27th during an afternoon sea-watch (per Westonbirds)

ARCTIC SKUA
Sporadic sightings were made during the month, but no concentrated passage. Up to three birds noted off Aust Warth (12th), Severn Beach (18th), Portishead (8th) and Clevedon (5th/24th).

GREAT SKUA  
A single ‘Bonxie’ was noted off Anchor Head on 8th 
MEDITERRANEAN GULL   A gradual drop in numbers. Just single birds recorded at CVL (Roman shallows) and 
Slimbridge WWT. 

LITTLE GULL   
On the coast, one was seen at Slimbridge WWT on 1st and three birds noted at Northwick 
Warth on 13th. At CVL, two birds on 2nd, then singles on 23rd/25th.

COMMON GULL
One seen at Severn Beach on 24th was the only report

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL   Generally small groups reported except for 1,700 birds off Slimbridge 
WWT on 15th

HERRING GULL
Like LBB Gull, few large flocks except for 900 birds at Slimbridge WWT on 15th

‘LARGE GULLS’
There was a large passage of Herring/LBB Gulls noted off BD on 7th, at least 3,000 birds 
were seen to be moving west

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL   15 birds noted at Slimbridge WWT on 9th. Typically much fewer 
elsewhere, up to four birds seen at OPS, New Passage and PW. Two at BL on 18th

KITTIWAKE 
A few were noted on 8th, c.60 birds downriver off Portishead and seven seen off Anchor Head
SANDWICH TERN
Six birds were seen of Clevedon (Ladye Bay) on 8th, two also present at Slimbridge WWT 
on same day. No more until another two birds noted at Severn Beach on 17th

COMMON TERN
Four birds or less noted at Slimbridge WWT, Severnside and CVL

ARCTIC TERN
22 birds seen at Slimbridge WWT on 22nd and seven birds present at CVL on 27th. One at OPS on 25th.

‘COMMIC TERN’
An otherwise dismal April Tern passage was saved by the appearance of c.100 birds off 
Severn Beach on 26th (evening tide).

CUCKOO
First reported on 13th from Wick and Northwick Warth, then further records from Slimbridge 
WWT, Sand Point, Yate court, Black Down & Hall End. Last year was grim for this species 
so please report all you can in order to see how things shape up this season.

BARN OWL
Single birds recorded at PW, Nailsea moor, Congresbury moor and CVL, some carrying prey back to nest boxes


LITTLE OWL
One or two noted at OPS, Tormarton, PW, CVL, Congresbury moor and King Down

TAWNY OWL
Five birds were seen or heard at Wrington on 18th. Other reports from Easton-in-Gordano, Blagdon, Clutton and High Littleton
SHORT-EARED OWL   Some passing birds obviously dropped in at Severnside early on, three on 4th, then a rude six birds here on 8th and singles later on up to 25th. Other sightings of up to two birds made at Slimbridge WWT, Thornbury Pill and OPS

SWIFT
Reported from 18th onwards. Several large parties (for April) seen at CVL, max.250 here 
on 27th
KINGFISHER
Noted at Slimbridge WWT (bred here), Almondsbury, Blaise castle, BL and Frome valley

HOOPOE
One found at far-flung Doynton (Woodmead lane) on 22nd (MG)…a bittersweet moment as the observer was doing a last minute flog of her local patch before flying off on holiday. A case of déjà vu all over again since one was seen in this locality around same time last year

WRYNECK
One turned up at a Thornbury garden on 26th (BSK) and present into May

GREEN WOODPECKER   Noted at 15+ sites

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER   Five birds noted at Wrington on 29th. Up to four birds at a further 5/6 sites 
but nowhere as widespread as Green this month.

SKYLARK
Plenty of records from widespread areas, best numbers as usual from the Marshfield patch but none of the huge winter counts recorded here in the past few months.

SAND MARTIN
There was plenty of visible migration along the coast mid-month in dull conditions coupled 
with northerly breezes. Good numbers also present at the main inland reservoirs in the 
same conditions. Best counts were:- CVL 200 on 1st; Slimbridge WWT 100 on 15th and 
Ched Res 100 on 10th

SWALLOW
There seems to have been a heavy passage of birds heading north over many days along the coast around mid-month, eg. Slimbridge WWT recorded 2,800+ birds on 15th, 240 birds off BD also on 15th with quite good counts on other days too. Birds were widespread by the end of the month


HOUSE MARTIN
No large numbers reported at all though widely recorded

TREE PIPIT
First reported on BD on 10th, then a trickle of records thereafter. Noted at Thornbury, Severnside, Cl-Y, Sand Point and Priddy pools, all in very small numbers

MEADOW PIPIT
Many small groups reported here and there. Best count related to 100+ birds passing through Severnside on 15th, same day as many other migrating species

ROCK PIPIT
About eight breeding pairs recorded around the Portishead area

WATER PIPIT
A single bird noted at Chittening Warth on 8th was the only record received

YELLOW WAGTAIL
A reasonable passage for our area. Small numbers recorded at the coastal sites, though 
birds were scarcer after 20th. Best party was five birds at New Passage on 16th

GREY WAGTAIL
Noted at Blaise castle, BL and Clevedon

WHITE WAGTAIL
Twelve birds noted at Severn Beach on 17th. Other reports from Portishead, BD and CVL

NIGHTINGALE
One heard singing at Larkhall (Bath) on 30th (JCu)

REDSTART
Like Yellow Wagtail, a reasonable run of sightings (in some years we get hardly any!). Most were recorded before 15th, PW had five birds on 13th, other reports from Aust Warth, New Passage, RPD, Sand Pt, Nether Wood and BD
WHINCHAT
First recorded at PW on 14th. No more then until the 23rd onwards with up to three birds noted at Slimbridge WWT, Northwick Warth, Clapton Moor, Portishead and Sand Point

STONECHAT
Rather low numbers, there was no real sign of any migrants passing through. Six on Sand Point on 13th and four birds at Black Down on 22nd…disappointing numbers according to the observer who reckons on seeing around eight pairs here at this time.
WHEATEAR
Many birds were turning up at the coastal sites especially mid-month onwards. Best counts were 20 at New Passage, 15 at Cl-Y and 13 birds at Sand Point. A few inland sightings too, noted at Almondsbury, Tomarton, Queen Charlton, Priddy and Black Down

RING OUZEL
Noted at OPS (6th); Clevedon (6th and 15th) and BD (no date given). All single birds

FIELDFARE
One record, a party of 60 birds at Priddy on 1st

REDWING
No reports at all

CETTI’S WARBLER
A good showing of birds, especially along the coastal strip, obviously many now in voice. Recorded at Chittening Warth, ASW, PW, RPD, Cl-Y, Banwell, Yatton, CVL and Weston STW, 

GRASSHOPPER WARBLER   It appears to have been/is a ‘Grasshopper spring’. There were lots of records of reeling birds from various sites, especially those along the coast. Best single count - twelve birds on Sand Point on 16th. In some years, we struggle to get a handful of spring records

SEDGE WARBLER
First reported at Slimbridge WWT on 9th, then two more at Severnside next day. Slimbridge WWT recorded the best numbers (max.32 on 29th), though the site at Lower Knowle Farm at Almondsbury had twelve by the end of the month. Only four recorded at CVL on 26th.
REED WARBLER
First record was of a singing bird at CVL on 5th, then a slow trickle at various sites but no large gatherings except for 19 birds at Slimbridge WWT on 29th.

BLACKCAP
There was a noticeable shift in records this month…fewer garden records and an increase in sightings from the coastal sites. (Some members were bereft at the loss of their wintering friends). Slimbridge WWT had max.eleven on 15th and OPS max.ten on 10th whereas a well surveyed Redland garden had no birds after 10th which well illustrates the change.

GARDEN WARBLER
First report was one bird at BD on 19th, then further singles at Sand Point and Northwick Warth (both 21st) and CVL (26th)

LESSER WHITETHROAT   An early bird was noted at OPS on 11th (earliest ever Avon is 3/4/57), A few more over the next few days, then a surge of reports after 15th. Best counts were nine birds at Severnside on 18th and six birds at OPS on 25th. 

WHITETHROAT
First recorded on 9th at BD and CVL. Numbers picked up after 15th, best counts being:- BD 15 on 16th; OPS twelve on 26th;Hall End ten on 28th;  ASW eight on 22nd and Severn Beach eight on 26th

WOOD WARBLER
We had quite a good series of reports. The first was a singing bird at New Passage on 14th, then others at CVL (18th), Clevedon (two on 21st), Wrington (23rd) and Chittening Warth (24th).
CHIFFCHAFF
Best counts were early on whilst the ‘novelty’ lasted and birds were obviously widespread by the end of the month. Top count was 23 birds at Slimbridge WWT on 7th

WILLOW WARBLER
Widely reported as the month wore on. As usual, there was a preponderance of records from the coastal sites. Best single count was 20 birds at BD on 5th

GOLDCREST
Noted at Portishead, BL and Bath areas, up to two birds

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER   Two birds were reported at Kingsweston on 10th. In view of the early date, a supporting description to the Recorder would be appreciated

PIED FLYCATCHER
One reported at Siston Common on 15th

BEARDED TIT
One reported at Slimbridge WWT on 6th
COAL TIT
Up to four birds regularly reported at a Blagdon garden throughout the month, other records made at Clevedon, Westwood and Haydon Hill

MARSH TIT
Recorded at Northwick Warth (rarer than Hen’s teeth here), Yatton (Cadbury Hill) and Tormarton
NUTHATCH
Excellent numbers recorded at Brockley Combe with twelve birds on 24th…arising from a BBS survey. Elsewhere, just ones and twos at Tyntesfield, Bath, Clutton, East Harptree, Shirehill, Westwood and Nether Wood

TREECREEPER
Noted at Kenn Moor, Yatton, Westwood, Shirehill and East Harptree

JAY
Recorded at ten+ sites. There was a particularly good count of seven birds at Blaise castle on 12th
JACKDAW
Best count was 275 birds at Priddy on 1st. Lots of small groups elsewhere.

RAVEN
Noteworthy was five birds over BL on 12th (over observer’s house so a garden tick). Other reports from Severnside, PW, Kingston Seymour, Sand Point, Chipping Sodbury, Priddy, Ched Res and Black Down

HOUSE SPARROW
Several small groups reported, noteworthy was 25 birds at Priddy on 1st
TREE SPARROW
Two birds noted at OPS on 8th

BRAMBLING
Lingering birds at Marshfield, two here on 14th 

GREENFINCH
Widely reported in very small numbers. 20 birds at Sand Point on 8th 

GOLDFINCH
There appears to have been plenty of migration of this species at the coastal sites on many days during the month. Pick of the counts were 300 birds moving north at Severnside on 15th and 230 birds over Sand Point on 22nd

SISKIN
Garden records at Clevedon and BL. Coastal migration noted at New Passage and BD.but only a few birds in each case
LINNET
Generally very small parties noted except for c.75 migrating past New Passage on 15th and 80 birds at Compton Dando on 3rd 

LESSER REDPOLL
All coastal sightings…these were undoubtedly migrant birds. Sand Point had a good run of records with max.15 here on 24th. New Passage recorded eleven on 13th. Other reports from OPS, PW, Cl-Y and BD. Inland, six present at Keynsham on 2nd

COMMON REDPOLL
A ‘Mealy’ Redpoll C.f.flammea was seen in a Yatton garden on 2nd (TR). Photograph sent to the Recorder. This is another sub-species with its nose in the tent….but as Yoda the Jedi master on Coruscan says……’Beware of species splitting……the dark side of ornithology that is……follow that path and forever will it your destiny control. Far better it is, the picture to see, not the brushstrokes…’ May the Farce be with us all.

BULLFINCH
Up to five birds recorded at Thornbury, OPS, PW, BL, Burrington Combe and Puxton

CROSSBILL
A migrant bird was noted at Sand Point on 22nd

HAWFINCH
More magic for CVL, one bird seen at the Moreton bank on 2nd

YELLOWHAMMER
Noted on the coast with single birds seen at Severn Beach (10th) and at Cl-Y (24th). At 
Marshfield, 70 birds on 26th including a single group of 50 birds. Other reports from King 
Down, Felton, Easton-in-Gordano, Stanton Prior, Corston Field, Paulton, Buckland Dinham, 
Hawkesbury Upton and Westwood.

CORN BUNTING
There was dispersal of the main winter flocks at Marshfield but there were still 45 birds 
present on 26th, including a single party of 30 birds.

Unsung heroes:- Cormorant, Moorhen, Black-headed Gull, Feral Pigeon, Stock Dove, Woodpigeon, Collared Dove, Pied Wagtail, Wren, Dunnock, Robin, Blackbird, Song Thrush, Long-tailed Tit, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Jackdaw, Rook, Crow, Starling, Chaffinch and Reed Bunting
Many thanks to this month’s 34 contributors (including BirdTrack data): R Angles, B Atkinson, D Brooke-Taylor, R.Brown, R Buttress, V Castle, B Channon, J Copeland, J Cumming, RM Curber, M Dadds, P Dykes, 
TL Ford, D French, M Gorely, S Hale, M Hill, MA Jackson, W King, BS Kirk, C Klee, EM & L Maber, A Morgan, 
J McGreal, W Middlemist, R Miles, R Palmer, D Perriman, T Riddle, K Robson, D Stoddard, M Thomas, SF Young

Website contributions:

Slimbridge WWT        
www.wwt.org.uk/centre/122/visit/slimbridge.html
Martyn Hayes             
www.thebirdsofsouthgloucestershire.co.uk
Pete Hazelwood
         www.phazelwood.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk/OPS.htm
Paul Bowerman          
www.severnsidebirds.co.uk
Jason Williams           www.clevedon-portisheadbirds.com
Paul Bowyer               www.birdlist.co.uk
Rich Andrews             www.cvlbirding.co.uk
Rich Ford                   http://richardsbirdingdiary.blogspot.com/


Plus our own message board at www.boc-bristol.org.uk.

Bird Records edited by Steve Hale 

Please send all May records to
Steve Hale, 17 Priory Rd, Portbury, North Somerset BS20 7TQ
e-mail: steve.hale@hotmail.co.uk
to arrive no later than Weds 03 June 2009

(The electronic form is downloadable from our website (
Please note that paper reporting slips can be obtained from Geoff Harris (telephone 0127 584 2093).
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CLUB NEWS May 2009
   Compiled by Richard Belson

N.B. Items for the June newsletter, other than bird records, should be sent to Richard Brown (address/email 4 York Avenue, Ashley Down, Bristol BS7 9LH roserich.brown@tesco.net) no later than 30 May.  It would be helpful to have items sent as an attachment on email if possible.  The Committee reserves the right to edit contributions where necessary.

NEW MEMBERS

Miss Melissa May
24 Bellevue Road, Tottendown, Bristol BS4 2BG

Roger Moses
117 Hillcrest, Pensford, BS39 4AU
FIELD MEETINGS

Newcomers to bird-watching are welcome and are encouraged to join any field meeting.  Please introduce yourselves to the leaders, as they are always willing to give help on identification and song when it is needed.  The Club wishes to encourage car sharing.  Would those who can offer lifts as well as those who require transport get in touch with the walk leaders in advance - please think carefully about whether you can help. Club members are reminded that on field trips they are responsible for their own safety and welfare.  Please be sure that you are appropriately attired and have suitable footwear.
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NB Please note that this symbol is used to denote that a field meeting is potentially suitable for wheelchair users.  The particular circumstances of each meeting will need to be taken into account by the individual (i.e. steepness etc) and it is recommended that, if in doubt, they contact the meeting leader in advance to obtain more specific information.

Friday 22 May – Frampton-on-Severn
SO 746076
Leader: Phyl Dykes
  Tel: 0145 441 5451

Evening Meeting. Meet at 19.30hrs in the small car park at the end of the Green at Frampton for a walk around Frampton Pools. Weather permitting, we should see and hear a range of woodland birds and in previous years we have been fortunate to hear Nightingales, although this cannot be guaranteed! There may also be Hobby and Terns about.

Friday 05 June – Gordano Valley



ST 433727      Leader: Robin Prytherch
  Tel: 0117 974 1912

Evening Meeting. Meet at 1900hrs in Harley Lane, the south end of Moor Lane. Moor Lane is off the B3124 Portishead to Clevedon road at Walton-in-Gordano, located on your left if coming from Portishead and on your right if coming from Clevedon. This is an opportunity to visit Walton Moor during a summer evening. We shall be listening for songbirds and even some waders, so may be wet underfoot in places. 

Sunday 14 June – Exmoor
SS 903439
Leader: Jane Cumming      Tel: 0122 546 6691

Meet at Webbers Post car park at 10.00hrs Take the A39 west from Bridgwater. Turn left into a minor road between Allerford and Porlock and go through Horner village then in about ¾ of a mile turn right at a crossroads and carry on up the hill for about 1 mile to the car park on your right. The walk will cover Steep Combe, down East Water and the valley itself where views of Redstart, Pied flycatcher and Dipper should be obtained and then a climb up to open moorland. There are several steep climbs but take your time and enjoy it and do remember to bring food and drink for the day. Stout footwear is recommended.

Sunday 28 June  – Arne RSPB Dorset
SY 972878
Leader: Jane Cumming      Tel: 0122 546 6691

Meet at the RSPB Arne car park at 10.00. Allow about 2 hours from Bristol and please try to car share if possible; contact Jane to arrange car sharing. Take the A351 south from Wareham. 1 mile south of the Stoborough Green roundabout turn left into the minor road to Arne. This is an excellent area for heathland birds and breeding terns and waders. After lunch we will move to another local site around the Wareham area.  Do bring food and drink for the day – and sun tan cream, well one can hope.

Sunday 05 July – Somerset levels
ST 449397
Leader: Mike Johnson
        Tel:0117 953 2545

Meet at 09.00 at the Ashcott Corner car park. Take the B3151 east from Westhay to Glastonbury and turn right in Meare village into the minor road. The car park is 1 mile south on the right just after the bridge over the canal. Breeding Bitterns, Hobbies and other delights, including butterflies and dragonflies, await you on this morning only visit. 

Friday 17 July – Marshfield – Evening visit
ST 775739
Leader: Martyn Hayes
       Tel: 07730 592386

Meet at 19.00hrs at Marshfield. Park in or by Tanners Close off the A420, where there are wide verges which can be used, as generally parking can be difficult away from the main road. This is the highest point in south Gloucestershire and it is essentially arable land with lots of hedgerows and dry stone walls offering excellent birdwatching and a hot spot for Quail. 

Saturday 25 July – Tally hunt

We will be holding the annual tally hunt and we encourage you to join in the fun and the relaxing evening in the pub afterwards. You can do it solo or in groups and cover just your garden, local patch, or go haring round by car to those ‘special’ sites. If you can recognise common species then go for it – or team up with one of the expert birders in the club. More details next month.
Peregrine Watch 2009   The Club will be running the Peregrine Watch, as in previous years, over two weekends 06/07 June and 20/21 June at the usual watch point on the Sea Wall, Durdham Down. Do come along and join in – treat it as another club field trip. Also we are looking for volunteers to cover a two hour watch over these weekends between 0900 and 1700hrs. If you are able to help by joining the watch rota please contact Charles Stapleton Tel: 0117 937 3312. There will always be at least two members on duty so don’t worry if you’ve not done it before. It is a very pleasant way to spend a couple of hours and is a much appreciated PR exercise for the Club.

Bristol Festival of Nature  06/07 June  It is a great event held in Millennium Square and well worth visiting.  All the conservation organisations will be there along with well-known personalities. For more details look at the website: www.festivalofnature.org . The Club will be having its usual stand at the fair which coincides with the first Peregrine Watch weekend. We do need volunteers to man the stand for a couple of hours. This is another valuable way to support the Club and a chance to visit the many other varied exhibits and activities. If you could offer to help on either day please contact Michael Johnson on 0117 953 2545 or michael753@aol.com.

TUESDAY FIELD MEETINGS

Meetings commence at 1000 hrs, and aim to finish at 1300 hrs.  Tuesday walkers please note that if the weather is bad and there is doubt that a walk will go ahead they should telephone the leader between 0800 hrs and 0830 hrs to confirm the position. 

Tuesday 19 May – Wick and Doynton
ST 728702        Leader: Stan Willmott                   Tel: 0117 937 2772

Meet at the Carpenters Arms rear car park, Wick. A circular walk of approx 4 miles up Golden Valley and passing Wick Quarry. A few stiles and one hill to climb. Hopefully breeding birds including Dipper, Grey Wagtail and Peregrine.

Tuesday 26 May – Shapwick Heath
ST 448397         Leader: Peter Holbrook               Tel: 0117 962 3536

Picnic meeting.  Meet at 1030hrs at the English Nature Reserve car park at Ashcott Corner. From the middle of Meare village on the B3151 Wedmore to Glastonbury road, take the minor road south, signposted Ashcott. After approx one mile, the car park is situated on the right just after the Railway Inn and immediately after the canal bridge. At 1300hrs we will return to the car park for our picnic lunch. For those wishing to continue after lunch, we will walk in the opposite direction onto the RSPB reserve of Ham Wall. We can confidently expect to see Hobby, wetland birds and possibly Otter.

Tuesday 02 June – Stone
ST 689958 
Leader: Phyl Dykes

       Tel: 0145 441 5451

Picnic meeting. Meet at Woodford village, travel north along the A38, possibly from the M5 Junction 14, passing through Stone. Just after the Woodford sign, turn right into Damery Lane and right again immediately, to park in the parallel road. The walk will be along the Little Avon towards Berkeley and then to climb up into the Whitcliff Deer Park and walk the entire length of the park. A total of five & half miles long walk with quite a few stiles, one hill and bridle paths (which can be muddy) on the return route. A breakaway is possible but would require a return by road.

Tuesday 09 June – Hawkesbury Upton
ST 778669     Leader: Stan Willmott

       Tel: 0117 937 2772

Meet at the Beaufort Arms rear car park. Some hills and stiles towards Lower Kilcott. Approx 4 miles.

Tuesday 16 June – Sand Bay
ST 330659    
Leader: Peter Holbrook
       Tel: 0117 962 3536

Picnic meeting. Meet in the NT car park at the far end of Sand Bay for a walk to Sand Bay Point. Breakaway opportunities, easy walking with care, a few stiles – 3.5 miles.

Tuesday 23 June - Burnet / Elm Farm
ST 664654
Leader: Roger Palmer
       Tel: 0117 986 5639

From Keynsham take the B3116, turn right at the first Burnett road sign, left at junction, then right into the farm. From Bath, take B3116, fork left on farm drive as you enter Burnett. The farm is a ‘show farm’ under Defra’s Countryside Stewardship Scheme to encourage wildlife. Philippa will provide a ploughman’s lunch at moderate cost at the end of the walk for those wishing to stay. Last visit by the group was in June 2007.

Tuesday 30 June – North Bristol Walk
Leader – David Tombs    –    (Details next month)

WEEKENDS AND HOLIDAYS

Bay of Biscay Pelagic Voyage 24-27 August
NB Change of Dates.
Due to an overlap with the Bird Fair at Rutland Water the Pelagic Cruise, travelling with P&O Ferries from Portsmouth to Bilbao, will now take place during the third week of August – new dates above. Bookings have been made for the members who applied but if you wish to know more please contact Phyl Dykes by phone or email on 0145 441 5451 or at phyl.dykes@virgin.net. You can still book direct with P&O to join the group. Please advise Phyl if you are going so that we know who to expect at Portsmouth and it may be possible to arrange a car share if required.

Norfolk Weekend 13-15 November

This is an advance notice of a change of date for this weekend away so please update your diaries and programme cards.

REPORTS OF FIELD MEETINGS

Saturday 04 April – Brean Down

A group of seven birdwatchers met at Brean Down car park on a sunny morning after overnight rain. The tide was low so the only birds over the sea wall were Lesser Black-backed Gulls and a few Shelduck. We climbed up the path between bushes to the top of the Down, serenaded by Robins, Wrens, a Dunnock, a Chiffchaff, male Blackcap, Goldfinches and Greenfinches. Looking over the River Axe, we could see 20 or 30 Teal and Mallard in the river and 50 Oystercatchers out on the mud. The first major excitement came when Phyl spotted a lovely male Ring Ouzel who obligingly sat in a thorn bush on the horizon for five minutes before flying off, giving everyone good views through telescopes. It even called! The old military road makes an excellent path with plenty of bushes and small trees providing song perches for Goldfinches, Greenfinches and Chaffinches. We had fine views of a singing Blackcap, found two more Chiffchaff and three Great Tit. Meadow Pipits performed some song flight and we saw several Linnets. By the old fort two Wheatears fed on the short grass. We retraced our steps, as the southern side of the Down was very cool and breezy due to the NW wind, which was probably holding back migration (we only saw two Swallows). We were glad we had chosen this route as a handsome male Peregrine flew practically over our heads. Before descending to the car park we scoped the marsh and mudflats picking up three Little Egrets, some Mute Swans and three Curlews. Finally, John found a third Wheatear on the grassy slope above the café, which finished off the walk in style. 31 species were seen.  (Thanks to John and Sue for leading)

   Sue and John Prince
Tuesday 07 April – Castle Combe.

The weather forecast was of possible showers developing - some heavy.  For me, one of the twenty members hoping for a dry morning, it was a new walk and our leader David Body took us on a totally dry, sunny, magnificently scenic walk through woods and along wide tracks. As we set off from the large car park at the top of the hill above the village a Song Thrush was in rehearsal as were Blackcap, Nuthatch and Robin. Thirty-three species were recorded but, considering the splendid conditions of the morning, we thought the birds could have tried just a bit harder to impress us with their calls.  Even down in the village stream a Grey Heron stood so still it might have been mistaken for plastic. On the long climb back to the car park the final birds noted were Treecreeper and Willow Warbler.  In all, it was one of those especially enjoyable country walks among agreeable people, and ended with refreshments at the Salutation.    




  David Tombs
Tuesday 14 April - Priors Wood, Portbury 
Small carpets of bluebells were glowing in Avon Wildlife Trust's Priors Wood, but the main show is yet to come, perhaps in 1/2/3 weeks' time. The emerging greenery was beautiful and there was plenty of birdsong, mainly Chiffchaffs and Blackcaps, some Song Thrushes and Nuthatches and one Willow Warbler.  Other birds heard were Robin, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Green and Great Spotted Peckers, and there was a good view of a Buzzard from the open fields above Moat House Farm.  At the stile into the farm area a goat was in residence, but I think we all managed to clamber over without stepping on it!   Once the footpath through the farm is diverted we will no longer have the delightful close views of the exotic birds and animals.  Today we saw or heard a total of 28 species, but the people count was way above this at 35.





             Judy Copeland
Sunday 19 April - Cleeve Common 

Cleeve Common is a high point in the Cotswolds just NE of Cheltenham. Dave Pearce led us across very short cropped grass towards an area of Gorse and Heather where Ring Ouzel are usually to be found on their migration to breeding grounds further north. There was a biting Easterly wind that I don’t think any of us was expecting! Dave told us that an East wind was not the best conditions for finding our target species and in spite of diligent searching of the grassy paths we never did catch up with this species. Once we got further down off the top of the hill we did start to hear Willow Warbler, Meadow Pipits and Skylarks and as we made our way towards a deserted quarry we were delighted watch a band of 14 Ravens as they tumbled and rolled and called to each other.  I really can’t help thinking that they are experiencing joy when I see this behaviour. One particularly dim Buzzard made the mistake of joining them and was promptly mobbed mercilessly. As we walked around this unexpectedly vast area of gorse and grassland, one of our party picked up the distinctive ‘reeling’ of a Grasshopper Warbler. We stood and stared at a clump of Gorse for a while and were finally rewarded with brief views of this usually skulking warbler in a tree before it flew off.  After a brief return to the cars, Dave led us off to another area of the Common which is managed mainly for butterflies.  He was confident that we would see Tree Pipit in this area and we were not disappointed as we soon had one singing and doing its parachuting song flight. Further on down this steep reserve on the edge of some beech wood we found another of our target species, a stunning male Redstart.  Some of us lingered here to try for photos. We then made our way back up to the cars for some well earned lunch. Very many thanks to Dave for a very enjoyable and informative morning’s birding.

 Jenny Vickers
Tuesday 21 April – Ashton Court

A fantastic spring morning greeted 32 members – wall to wall sunshine throughout, though with a chilly wind in some spots.  We set off down through the deer park and the first of several singing Blackcaps was heard, and seen by some, followed by excellent views of two Green Woodpeckers feeding on the grass below and a Mistle Thrush gathering nesting material. All the trees in Ashton Court were looking brilliantly fresh, a couple of the resident Buzzards were up early and a Tree Creeper obligingly “crept” up the nicely exposed trunk of a pine tree near the Mansion. A Great Spotted Woodpecker was heard drumming and another spent some time in view in a nearby tree. Only a single Swallow was seen and both Chiffchaff and Willow Warbler were heard and seen by some. Plant life was burgeoning with carpets of brilliant Dandelions and some Bluebells and Cow Parsley in bloom and, when we’d climbed back up through the golf course, some Early Purple Orchids were spotted.  Among the butterflies were several Orange Tips, Small Whites, Peacock and Spotted Wood. All in all a magnificent morning with 33 species noted – many thanks to Brenda Page for leading most of the walk at very short notice, and to Peter for doing the rest and providing some of his excellent low calorie brownies.

Peter Holbrook

Sunday 26 April – Quantock Hills

18 members met in Holford Green Car Park on an overcast but calm morning. We set off walking through Hodder’s Combe seeing and hearing a variety of birds which included Blackcap, Chiffchaff, Goldcrest and a Green Woodpecker.  It wasn’t long before we heard our first Wood Warbler and several Buzzards and a calling Raven were seen overheard.  At the junction of Hodder’s and Slaughterhouse Combe we were surprised to see a Grey Wagtail perched in a tree calling!  At this point we also managed to see our first Pied Flycatcher and a little later we had much better views of a second male as it perched on one of the nest boxes. Moving up Slaughterhouse Combe we heard Redstart, Wood Warbler and Willow Warblers but only brief views were obtained. However while listening to the Wood Warbler excellent views were enjoyed of a Treecreeper which eventually disappeared into a crevice.  Leaving the Combe and heading up across the heather heathland, the rain really set in – hoods and umbrellas went up and we hurried to reach the shelter of Lady’s Edge.  Nevertheless we did manage to see or hear several Linnets, Skylarks, Meadow Pipits and Yellowhammers on the way and a few reported hearing a Cuckoo.  As we reached the woodland again we heard several Willow Warblers and an elusive Redstart was located. Heading back to Holford, a Wood Warbler was at last seen well and another Pied Flycatcher showed well perched on the end of a dead branch. Throughout our walk we were delighted to hear many Song Thrushes in full song which added to the atmosphere of the early spring woodland.  Approximately 34 species were seen or heard.  Many thanks to Jeff for leading and hopefully the weather will be kinder on any future visits! 










   Celia Holmes
Tuesday 28 April – Lower Woods 

A lovely spring morning greeted the party of 22 people who gathered at Lower Woods Nature Reserve. We set off down Plumbers Trench towards Wickwar and admired the beautiful Bluebells in the woodland on either side. Blackcaps were seen in the hedgerows and a Jay heard in the woodland. We crossed the fields down to the Little Avon stream. Swallows were seen as well as a Buzzard soaring overhead. Then across more fields where cows were nursing six young calves, trying not to get stuck in the huge cow hoof prints. A Willow Warbler was heard and a Great Spotted Woodpecker spotted high in the trees. A large bird seen at our tea break ranged from a Hen Harrier to a Red Kite but was found to be an overstuffed Wood Pigeon! A Goldfinch was sighted pecking away at a piece of dead wood. On the way back through Lower Woods one member joined us by locating the group through hearing Peters' distinguished voice ringing through the woodland! Goldcrest were heard along one of the woodland rides. Twenty three species were recorded. A beautiful walk through the golden fields of dandelions and vibrant purple bluebell woods.







             Hazel Willmott
CLUB NOTICES

BOC Yellow Pages Membership List   This will again be published in July.  Please let Judy Copeland know if:

 1.  You do not wish any or all of your details to be included.  If you do not respond, your details will be included.

 2.  Your details (address, phone, email) have changed /are about to change.

 3.  You do not wish to receive the membership list.

Receive “Bird News” by email.  If you would like to receive future copies of Bird News electronically, please email Richard Brown roserich.brown@tesco.net with your contact details and the title line “Email Bird News”.  We will continue to send you printed enclosures such as the “Avon Bird Report” and “Bristol Ornithology”.
British Birds Robin Prytherch, a founder member of the club, has studied the Common Buzzards of the Avon area for many years, a long and dedicated piece of research. He has had a paper published in the current issue of British Birds, “The social behaviour of the Common Buzzard”. It includes his drawings and photographs and it gives an insight into an aspect of the Buzzards’ life we may not have appreciated. It is worth getting hold of a copy of  the article. Well done Robin.

Swift Survey. Between June 15 and July 15th there will be a Screaming Swift survey, designed to identify Swift breeding sites and density. Observers will be asked to go to precise points around the city of Bristol between 8.00pm and sunset on warm summer evenings, and watch for screaming swift parties for ten minutes. Simple forms are available from me on-line, Richardbland@blueyonder.do.uk, or on paper, and those who sent in records last year will be contacted directly.







 Richard Bland
BTO Atlas Thanks to the hard work of many the Atlas second breeding season has got off to a good start, and there is every prospect that we will almost complete surveys of every tetrad by the end of July. Roving Records of proved breeding for the less common species anywhere in the region will help to improve the records, as the aim is to get proof of breeding in all 19 10km squares for all the species that are breeding in it.  For elusive species this is very difficult and even Feral Pigeon has yet to be proved in every 10 km square. 300 people have so far been involved in the survey, so if you can help go to the website www.birdatlas.net or contact me direct. Richardbland@blueyonder.do.uk






              Richard Bland
Website   Don't forget to visit our website www.boc-bristol.org.uk. It has all the links you need for local birding as well as information about the club and its activities. Log into the Message Board and contribute to our online forum including latest sightings. Its use is increasing and we need as many people reporting as possible to give our members the best possible chance to see local rarities. 
Birds of the Cotswolds: A New Breeding Atlas. Liverpool University Press is publishing this book shortly, and they are offering a pre-publication price for orders placed by 8 June 2009 of £17.25 plus £2.75 p&p.  Normal price will be £25.00.  More details at  www.liverpool-unipress.co.uk if you are interested.
In Focus has started field optics days at The New Manor Farm Shop Tea Rooms, West Harptree, just along the A368 towards Bath from Herriott’s Bridge. You can enjoy some light refreshments whilst looking at new binoculars and telescopes. Please contact Keith Mortimer at In Focus Slimbridge Tel:01453 890978 for more information.

Avonmouth High Tide Times – May/June Weekends

23 May  0652  1917    30 May  1232   *****    06 June  0653  1916    13 June  1112  2325    20 June  0524  1756
24 May  0740  2002    31 May  0055  1332    07 June  0737  1958    14 June  1148  *****     21 June  0626  1853
All times are British summer time.

Subscriptions for 2009 were due on 01 January. - The rates have changed to:
Ordinary Members £14.00; Junior Members (under 18) and Full-time Students £7.00; Additional Family Members £4.00 per person. Senior Citizens or anyone suffering financial difficulties may pay at a reduced rate by arrangement if they wish. If you have not already changed the amount of your Standing Order, please could you now do so.  If you need a new Standing Order please phone your bank.  
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