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Important Information Regarding Standing Orders
Please pay particular attention to the special message at the top of CLUB NOTICES on p9
BIRD RECORDS FOR MARCH 2009
         Published: April 2009
Important: The following are largely unchecked reports and not authenticated records.  All records refer to March unless otherwise stated.  The list follows the sequence of the British Ornithological Union.

Weather:  High pressure in charge until 22nd so mainly dry and settled but there were some chilly nights and mornings
1st-8th
It remained quite cold and unsettled with some frosts, spring-like days and also gusty 

winds and showers

9th-15th
a gradual rise in temperatures and more settled conditions

16th-22nd
a pleasant week with spring sunshine, some coastal mist on a few days

23rd-29th
a break in the weather with brisk winds. It felt colder and generally unsettled.

26th 
Wet and windy
30th/31st
a return to calmer and warmer conditions

Bird Summary:

Wintering birds:
 There was mass departure of wildfowl and waders at Slimbridge WWT and the other coastal sites in the first 2 weeks.  Fieldfares and Redwings were also much reduced in numbers as well as dispersal of the Finch flocks around Marshfield. Short-eared Owls re-appeared at Aust but these may have been new migrants passing through rather the original wintering birds.

Spring migrants: The first batch of the early spring migrant species arrived. Sand Martins turned up on 4th and Wheatears on 14th, followed by House Martins and Swallows. There was a surge in Chiffchaff numbers on 14th/15th and birds were fairly wide-spread by the end of the month. Willow Warblers were reported from 16th. The first Little Ringed Plover turned up on 14th with more arrivals on 29th/30th. There was a very good run of Red Kite records with perhaps as many as 6 different individuals involved. Passage ducks included several Scaup and Garganey. No arrival yet of any passage waders. The first Ring Ouzels were noted on Blackdown on 23rd and 27th and another on Severnside on 31st

Other highlights: A Ferruginous Duck at CVL. A few seabirds were in the estuary. Firecrests continued to show well at Severn Beach

WeBS count day at Blagdon lake was on 14th

COASTAL SITES

ASW  
 : Avonmouth Sewage Works
AW
: Aust Wharf 
BD    
: Brean Down                    

CW
 : Chittening Warth
OPS
: Oldbury Power Station
NP
: New Passage    
NW
 : Northwick Warth 
 PW
: Portbury Wharf
RPD  
: Royal Portbury Dock     
SB
 : Severn Beach
WSW
: Weston Sewage Works

Cl-Y
 :A general reference to the coastal strip from Clevedon, southwards to the Yeo Estuary including the Blind Yeo    Estuary and Kenn Estuary. (Specific sites mentioned for unusual sightings.)

Tidal Avon   : Shirehampton to Cumberland basin (main site Sea Mills harbour).

Severnside: A general reference to the coastal strip from Aust Warth southwards to Chittening Warth, in particular, the main sites at Northwick Warth, New Passage and Severn Beach.

INLAND SITES

BG
      : Barrow Gurney Reservoir   BL
: Blagdon Lake
 BLR 
: Backwell Lake Reserve

Ched Res: Cheddar Reservoir
CVL 
: Chew Valley Lake
GWR  
:Greater Westhay Reserve     
The Levels: A general reference to areas of the Somerset levels, in particular the main sites at Catcott Lows, GWR, Meare Heath and Shapwick Heath. Specific sites are mentioned for noteworthy sightings

MUTE SWAN
Small numbers recorded at many places, often in pairs. Larger numbers from the Portishead marina, Clevedon and CVL areas with c.20+ birds noted
BEWICK’S SWAN
Mass departure from Slimbridge WWT in the first week with just one bird (Hosta the 2 year old male) left late on
WHOOPER SWAN
Three birds were present at the Axe Estuary -Weston STW area 19th-22nd, probably the same trio which was seen at CVL in February

BEAN GOOSE
The Slimbridge birds were noted here until 8th and then left along with the other geese

WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE   Departure from Slimbridge WWT was around same time as the Bewick’s 

GREYLAG GOOSE
Two seen at Cl-Y on 13th were presumably feral birds. 

CANADA GOOSE
Like Mute, lots of small groups or pairs noted here and there. BL count was 44 birds 

BARNACLE GOOSE
Max.count at Slimbridge WWT was 130 birds on 1st

BRENT GOOSE
Another one-off record of a single large flock of birds, this time 70 seen at OPS on 14th, recalling the 115 seen at Severnside on 31st January. Two seen at Severn Beach on 26th. The Steart-Stollford birds (twelve) were reported on 4th

SHELDUCK
Max counts as follows:- Slimbridge WWT 124; OPS 48; Severnside 98; Cl-Y 150; 


Woodspring Bay 38 and Uphill 58


MANDARIN DUCK
A male bird was seen with Shelduck at Stolford on 21st. A pair was present at Falfield (Heneage court) on 24th

WIGEON 
Most early, then low numbers by month’s end. Slimbridge 438 on 8th; OPS 80 on 1st; Shepperdine 59 on 16th; Severnside 100 on 13th; Cl-Y 90 on 16th and BL 37 on 14th. Note dates.

AMERICAN WIGEON
The usual bird was noted at Slimbridge WWT up to 12th

GADWALL
Few to report, best was max.18 birds at ASW square pool during the month
GARGANEY
An influx of birds into the country with a couple of birds reaching our area:- one at CVL on 17th and another at ASW on 24th-29th at least
TEAL
Few flocks left, best single count was 350 birds at Slimbridge WWT on 8th and even fewer later on

GREEN-WINGED TEAL   One bird was reported at Slimbridge WWT on 25th
MALLARD
Many pairs ‘getting down to business’ everywhere. BL count was 46 birds on 14th
PINTAIL
Four birds seen at CVL on 10th and then three birds at Cl-Y on 13th (unusual here)

SHOVELER
Like other duck species, birds were scarce late on. Max. counts noted were:- ASW 22 on 


2nd; Weston STW eleven on 19th and BL 76 on 14th

RED-CRESTED POCHARD   Three birds (two males/one female) were found at CVL, Herriots on 21st
POCHARD
Birds were almost absent from the smaller waters by the end of the month. At BL, 20 birds on 14th and c.30 at CVL

FERRUGINOUS DUCK   A male bird was noted at CVL, Herriots on 18th and present to 31st at least, though difficult to pick out at times
TUFTED DUCK
Good numbers were hanging on at BL with 242 birds on 14th and 100 at CVL on same day.


Generally scarce at the smaller sites, though ASW still had 20+ birds into April

SCAUP
There was a really good showing of birds at BL with a max. seven birds here on 14th, including one Scaup hybrid. Noted also at CVL, one on 21st and two on 24th but these may have been from BL 

GOLDENEYE
There was the usual spring gathering at CVL, max.105 birds on 28th. Odd birds elsewhere.

GOOSANDER
‘Small numbers’ recorded at CVL/BL but no definitive counts were received

RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE   Noted at Marshfield, Gordano valley, Bath University, Camerton and Tunley Hill

GREY PARTRIDGE 
Single birds were seen at Marshfield (7th) and at Weston STW (21st)

LITTLE GREBE
Noted at Portbury Wharf, Weston Moor, BL, CVL, Weston STW and Oldbury Court (River Frome)

GREAT CRESTED GREBE   14 birds at BL on 14th and twelve at CVL on same day

FULMAR
Three birds seen off Anchor Head on 23rd (the windy week)

GANNET
Five birds seen off RPD on 27th

CORMORANT
The BL count was 14 birds. 40 at CVL also on 14th. Very few city flyovers noted

BITTERN
One found at BLR on 16th….it showed well for 20+mins to the finder/observer Tim Worsfold. The sort of local patch rarity find we birders dream of.

CATTLE EGRET
One was present at Slimbridge 21st-28th
LITTLE EGRET
Odd birds or small groups were noted at many places, best single count was twelve birds at Cl-Y on 8th. Six birds at Weston STW on 16th was good for this site

GREY HERON
Nesting underway but little to report yet

RED KITE
Several sightings around mid-month period with reports of two birds over Kenn moor and Shirehampton (both on 15th so possibly same birds wandering) and further singles over West Littleton, Easton, Doynton, Portbury, Swineford and Cadbury Heath around 15th-19th These sightings must be our best single month ever for this species. It should be borne in mind that Red Kite is even more common along the M4 corridor at east Wilts/Berks (and possibly coming our way) so this is something we may have to put up with in the future

MARSH HARRIER
Noted at CVL (7th/19th), Catcott (22nd) and Ham Wall (3rd)
GOSHAWK
A red-letter day for the Clevedon twitchers, one seen at the Kingston Seymour area 
(Perfect Bite pools) on 29th

SPARROWHAWK
Many reports including several hawks ambushing birds at the garden feeders

BUZZARD
Plenty of displaying birds on show, especially during the fine weather. New Passage had a particularly good count of ten birds on 4th…..Buzzards used to be quite uncommon here not so many years ago
OSPREY
An early passage bird was reported at CVL on 22nd.
KESTREL
Noted at twelve+ sites but not reported so widely as Sparrowhawk 
MERLIN
The male bird continued to show well at Aust-Northwick Warth all month. It was seen with a female on 21st/23rd and then another fly-through bird at the same time. Other coastal sightings were one at Cl-Y on 31st and another at Brean levels on 6th
PEREGRINE
More sightings and records than Kestrel, many at potential breeding sites
WATER RAIL
Up to three birds recorded at Severnside, Portbury Wharf, Weston STW, Keynsham & BLR
COOT
BL count: 203 birds on 14th
OYSTERCATCHER
Always good numbers along Severnside, max.80 birds at New Passage on 29th. Smaller flocks at other coastal sites, Avonmouth Docks 35; Cl-Y 23; Sand Point 19 and Uphill 18

AVOCET
Singles noted at Slimbridge WWT (11th) and Cl-Y ( 15th)

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER   One appeared at OPS on 14th (earliest Avon by two days), no more until two here on 29th. Three birds present at Hoar Gout (Vosa pool) on 30th

RINGED PLOVER
The credit-crunch and economic downturn may even have an impact on the Ringed Plovers. The gravel car parks inside RPD and Avonmouth docks are full of unsold cars and so covering ideal nesting sites for these birds. Around 6-8 pairs usually try to breed somewhere within the docks, it will be interesting to see how they cope

GOLDEN PLOVER
Few reports except for a record of 200 birds at West Littleton on 15th

GREY PLOVER   
Noted only at Cl-Y where five on 4th and then 16 on 12th
LAPWING
The decline in flocks and numbers recorded last month became almost absolute, three birds noted at Brean sluice on 16th was the only report received
KNOT
There was a brief influx of 50 new birds at Severn Beach on 10th but no passage birds thereafter anywhere
LITTLE STINT
One bird reported at Slimbridge on 15th

PURPLE SANDPIPER   The Battery Point (Portishead) birds (four) were present all month; there may be a temporary increase in April/May with passage birds stopping off for a while. High tide time best

DUNLIN
Another wintering wader which has left early. 150 at New Passage on 1st and 500 at Cl-Y on 4th and that was it.
RUFF
Two birds noted at RSPB Greylake on 21st and a single at CVL on 3rd
JACK SNIPE
Noted during a period of very high tides. Max. seven birds at Severnside on 13th and three birds at PW on 12th

SNIPE
The only large group reported was 31 birds at PW on 12th, forced off the flooded saltmarsh on exceptionally high tides and roosting on the seawall in open view. Other reports from Severnside, Congresbury moor, BL and Beacon

WOODCOCK
Recorded at Severn Beach and BL. A dead (window strike) bird found at Pill

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT  A party of 13 birds was present at Slimbridge WWT on 15th. Other sightings from Northwick Warth and RSPB Greylake on 3rd/4th

CURLEW
Coastal maxima were:- Slimbridge WWT 100 (8th); New Passage 45 (29th); PW 19 (12th) and Cl-Y 100 (6th). Inland, one at CVL on 15th


SPOTTED REDSHANK   Four birds seen at Slimbridge WWT on 15th, singles at PW (1st) and at Cl-Y (8th).

REDSHANK
Very good numbers noted at Cl-Y all month, 190 on 8th and 200 on 31st. Other coastal groups:- Littleton Warth 84; Severnside 60; Sea Mills 90; PW 75 and river Banwell 31

GREENSHANK
Noted at Slimbridge WWT and Sea Mills, up to two birds

GREEN SANDPIPER
A few staring to appear, up to three birds noted at Hoar Gout, Cl-Y, Yatton and CVL (five dates)

COMMON SANDPIPER
   No reports received at all, most unusual.

TURNSTONE
The coastal counts were:- New Passage 82 on 5th; RPD 140 on 14th (good count for here); Portishead eleven on 26th and Cl-Y 40 on 12th

MEDITERRANEAN GULL   Single birds were seen early on, no records after 11th. Noted at Slimbridge WWT, 


OPS, Severn Beach, ASW and CVL

LITTLE GULL   
Some influx after 20th with five adults present at CVL on 20th (one here next day) and 
another bird at Weston STW 22nd-24th. April should see further passage.


BLACK-HEADED GULL   There were a few flocks reported early on but most seem to have left before mid-month 


to their breeding areas. Best single count was 1,850 birds at BL on WeBS day.

COMMON GULL
Slimbridge WWT recorded an incredible 19,000 birds on 7th. Avon’s best effort was 400 at 


Marshfield on 22nd.

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL   BL count:- 67 birds on 14th

YELLOW-LEGGED GULL   Noted at Severn Beach on 2nd and at Durdham Downs on 31st. You don’t have to 
always see the yellow legs to identify these birds. First clues (in adults) are a slightly darker 
mantle colour, red orbital eye-ring and a ‘very white meat head’ appearance. In immature 
plumages, it’s best avoided unless you have a Gull anorak (Kodak scale c.3.5) hanging up 
in your wardrobe.

HERRING GULL
550 birds at Slimbridge WWT on 12th, few reports from elsewhere

ICELAND GULL
Last month’s bird was reported at Slimbridge WWT 2nd-24th.

GLAUCOUS GULL
Noted at Slimbridge WWT on several dates

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL   Three birds at BL on 14th and another three at OPS on 21st were the only 
records received
KITTIWAKE 
Recorded in the 1st/3rd weeks when there were some windy spells. At Severn Beach 20 on 


4th, then 140 on 8th. Two birds at CVL on 9th. None during the doldrums spell, then six off 


Anchor head on 23rd and 40 at Severn Beach on same day


BARN OWL
There were more sightings than usual or expected. Noted at Newport (Glos), Severn Beach, PW, Portishead (golf course), Bath-Fosse Way, Nine Elms and BL. Noted around CVL on four dates.

LITTLE OWL
Noted only at Berkeley, PW and Bath areas


TAWNY OWL
Noted at twelve sites, mostly calling birds, early am or late at night.


SHORT-EARED OWL   Two birds re-appeared at Aust Warth from 14th until 30th, though these may have been  new migrants rather than the original wintering birds. Another bird nearby at Chittening Warth on 15th and one at Cl-Y, also on 15th

KINGFISHER
Plenty of activity at Slimbridge WWT with up to four birds in nesting mode. Three birds present at BL on 14th. Other reports from the river Frome sites at Nibley and Iron Acton and river Chew at Keynsham.

GREEN WOODPECKER   Well recorded at 20+ sites. Severnside had four on 1st, not our most forested area.
GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER   Four birds present at Tickenham Hill on 15th, other reports from Yate, 
Severnside, Walton Common, Easton-in-Gordano, Hanham, Goblin Combe and BL

LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER   One seen at CVL, Wick green on 18th…it was chased away by a GS 
Woodpecker dining at the same tree. Bird was carrying a BTO ring.

SKYLARK
Widely reported either single birds or small parties. No news of the large numbers present at Marshfield recently.

SAND MARTIN
First arrivals reported were six birds at Ham Wall on 3rd. In Avon, one on 4th at CVL, then a steady trickle until max.70 birds here on 25th. Other arrivals were at the coastal sites from 13th onwards but these were only in much smaller numbers. The weather was probably too settled for any large ‘falls’ to drop in over CVL.

SWALLOW
First arrival was reported on 17th at Cl-Y, then odd birds at random places thereafter but generally fewer in number than Sand Martin. Best single party was ten birds at CVL on 28th


HOUSE MARTIN
Only three birds recorded. Singles at Cl-Y and Severn Beach on 17th, one at CVL on 30th

MEADOW PIPIT
Some indications of migration mid-month with c.100 birds recorded at Littleton Warth and BD on 18th. 40+ at North Weston field area on 20th may also have been migrants

ROCK PIPIT
Few records, just two at Sand Point on 31st and a single at CVL on 21st. A ‘Scandinavian’ Rock Pipit A.p littoralis was seen at Severn Beach on 18th.  Littoralis is not yet split from Rock, but as the Bedouin tribesmen in the Empty Quarter say…’ the camel has got its nose into the tent’.

WATER PIPIT
Surprisingly, there were no records from CVL, our ‘usual’ hotspot. Noted at Severn Beach 
(Orchard pools), Chittening Warth and Cl-Y

GREY WAGTAIL
Noted at Ham Green, River Avon, Congresbury, CVL and Midford.

WHITE WAGTAIL
One seen at Ched Res on 30th

WAXWING
Some remnants from winter, 20 at Frampton-on-Severn on 1st and up to 14 birds at Nailsea 5th-15th

DIPPER
Two birds noted at Publow (11th) and at Willsbridge (23rd)

BLACK REDSTART
A female type bird was reported at Aust Warth on 4th

STONECHAT
Mostly recorded along the coast, but no large groups that are sometimes seen in March. Best count was eight birds on Sand Point on 31st.

WHEATEAR
First reported on 14th with three birds at Weston airfield and Cl-Y. A few more appeared at the coastal sites as month progressed and a maximum eight birds at Cl-Y on 31st. Inland sightings made at West Littleton (19th), Burnett (also 19th) and Blackdown (eight on 23rd).

RING OUZEL
First recorded at Blackdown on 23rd, then two here on 27th (A&SM). Another was seen in the sheep fields at Aust on 31st
FIELDFARE
320 birds at West Littleton on 19th and 250 nearby at Marshfield on 14th were the best counts, other parties much smaller, noted at Weston Moor, Tickenham Moor, Littlewood Reservoir and Cl-Y. There was a feeling amongst contributors that most had gone by the end of the month.
REDWING
Much as Fieldfare but in even lower numbers. Best flock was 110 birds at Cl-Y on 1st
CETTI’S WARBLER
Birds appeared to be a lot more vocal this month so more records. Up to four birds noted at ASW/Hoar Gout, RPD, PW, BLR, Congresbury Moor, Cl-Y and Ham Wall. Seven birds counted at CVL on 14th
BLACKCAP
Lots of reports but the records suggest most were still relating to wintering birds rather than new migrants though obviously some probably were. There were no large ‘falls’ reported from the coastal sites to suggest genuine migration
CHIFFCHAFF
In contrast to Blackcap, there were a few early on, then an upsurge in reports and sightings on the weekend of 14th/15th (and thereafter) with  birds popping up all over the place.  It went quiet again during the windy week, then plenty of birds ‘chiffing’ in the last few days. Two double figure counts, 14 at OPS on 21st and twelve at Slimbridge WWT on 30th
WILLOW WARBLER
One reported at Congresbury on 16th. In view of the very early date (earliest ever 9/3/72), could the observer please send in a description to the County Recorder - many thanks. No more then until 30th with single birds at Slimbridge WWT, Severn Beach, PW & CVL

GOLDCREST
Five birds seen at Severn Beach on 1st, two at Tickenham Hill on 15th and one at a Redland garden on 2nd

FIRECREST
Severn Beach continued to be glazed in honey, up to two birds at the Orchard Pools on many dates but none after 17th. One seen at Keynsham STW on 3rd/9th

MARSH TIT
Noted at Horton-Hawkesbury area, Cadbury Hill, Tickenham Hill, Easton-in-Gordano, Saltford and Compton Dando

TREECREEPER
Single birds noted at North Yate, Frampton Cotterell, BL and W-s-M

NUTHATCH
Two good counts around the Portishead area:- seven birds noted at East Wood (behind Battery Point) and four birds at Tickenham Hill. Other reports from Banwell, Leigh woods and Bath University
RAVEN
Noted at 20+ sites, up to four birds

STARLING
Apologies to Don Cullen for an error which crept into February ‘Bird News’ entry. There were in fact (at least) 10,000+ birds around the Ham wall sites on 22 Feb, not 1,000 as stated. The error was due to the incompetence of last month’s Bird News compiler. 
HOUSE SPARROW
Regular garden sightings made at Pill and Clevedon

CHAFFINCH
One large winter flock reported, 250 birds at Marshfield on 14th

BRAMBLING
Generally ones/twos except for c.40 (max) birds at Marshfield on 28th. Noted at Severn Beach Claverham and Blagdon

GREENFINCH
Good numbers at W-s-M (Milton cemetery) in the first week, up to 70 birds

SISKIN
Numbers well down on February. Best single flock was 16 birds at Claverham on 15th, other records from Doynton, Winterbourne, Chipping Sodbury, Stapleton, Banwell, Clevedon, Compton Dando, Blagdon and BD
LINNET
The large winter flocks were reported at Marshfield early on with 700 birds on 7th and 500 on 14th. 

LESSER REDPOLL
Small groups reported from Slimbridge WWT, OPS, Severn Beach (Orchard pools), Clevedon, Stapleton, Tickenham Hill, CVL, Claverham and Ham Wall

CROSSBILL
One bird noted at BD on 18th, probably a migrant

HAWFINCH
A few continued to linger on, up to eight birds seen at Longwell Green, Yate (Kingsgate Park) and Chew Stoke

YELLOWHAMMER
Best numbers as usual at Marshfield with 100 birds counted here on 27th. Four birds at the 


edge of the universe at Doynton (Woodmead lane) and singles at OPS (21st) and Failand 


(16th).

REED BUNTING
Up to six birds noted at seven sites

CORN BUNTING
Noted only at Marshfield axis, 40 birds on 14th and three birds at nearby West Littleton Down on 19th

SEARLE Maggie
Sick looking bird present at Southmead hospital (ward K) all month. Fed up at slowness of 
recovery but cheerful and perks up after flow of visitors. Get well soon 
Maggie....…from us all, especially the Committee which is floundering without you.
Exotics
:- Black Swan at Portishead Marina on 24th

Also recorded were:- 
Ruddy Duck, Pheasant, Moorhen, Stock Dove, Woodpigeon, Collared Dove, Pied Wagtail, Wren, Dunnock, Blackbird, Song Thrush, Mistle Thrush, Long-tailed Tit, Coal Tit, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Jay, Starling, Goldfinch, Bullfinch, 

Many thanks to this month’s  46  contributors (including BirdTrack data): R Angles, B Atkinson, P Baber, 
D Brooke-Taylor, R Buck, V Castle, B Channon, JF Copeland, D&N Cullen, RM Curber, S Davies, P Evans, 
R Ford, D French, M Gorely, S Hale, N Hankins, M Hill, MA Jackson, W King, BS Kirk, CJ Klee, H Maynard, 
J McGreal, W Middlemist, A&S Morgan, R Palmer, DJ Perriman, D Playle, J&M Powell, RJ Prytherch, AD Scott, A&J Shand, D Stoddard, CJ Stone, M Thomas, T Riddle, D Warden, RJ White, J Williams, T Worsfold, 
G Youdale, 

Website contributions:

Slimbridge WWT        
www.wwt.org.uk/centre/122/visit/slimbridge.html
Martyn Hayes             
www.thebirdsofsouthgloucestershire.co.uk
Pete Hazelwood
         www.phazelwood.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk/OPS.htm
Paul Bowerman          
www.severnsidebirds.co.uk
Jason Williams           www.clevedon-portisheadbirds.com
Paul Bowyer               www.birdlist.co.uk
Rich Andrews             www.cvlbirding.co.uk
Rich Ford                   http://richardsbirdingdiary.blogspot.com/


Plus our own message board at www.boc-bristol.org.uk.

We are always looking for new photographs for our galleries and monthly homepage, please note that common species are just as welcome and sought after as rarities

Bird Records edited by Steve Hale

Please send all April records to:

 Steve Hale, 17 Priory Rd, Portbury, North Somerset BS20 7TQ

e mail: steve.hale@hotmail.co.uk
 to arrive no later than Monday 04 May 2009

Electronic form is downloadable from our website. If you cannot download the form for any reason, then a simple e-mail to the Bird News compiler will suffice

Please note that paper reporting slips can be obtained from Geoff Harris (telephone 0127 584 2093).
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CLUB NEWS April 2009
           Compiled by Phyl Dykes

N.B. Items for the May newsletter, other than bird records, should be sent to Richard Brown (address/email 4 York Avenue, Ashley Down, Bristol BS7 9LH roserich.brown@tesco.net) no later than 30 April.  It would be helpful to have items sent as an attachment on email if possible.  The Committee reserves the right to edit contributions where necessary.

FIELD MEETINGS

Newcomers to bird-watching are welcome and are encouraged to join any field meeting.  Please introduce yourselves to the leaders, as they are always willing to give help on identification and song when it is needed.  The Club wishes to encourage car sharing.  Would those who can offer lifts as well as those who require transport get in touch with the walk leaders in advance - please think carefully about whether you can help. Club members are reminded that on field trips they are responsible for their own safety and welfare.  Please be sure that you are appropriately attired and have suitable footwear.

[image: image3.jpg]


NB Please note that this symbol is used to denote that a field meeting is potentially suitable for wheelchair users.  The particular circumstances of each meeting will need to be taken into account by the individual (i.e. steepness etc) and it is recommended that, if in doubt, they contact the meeting leader in advance to obtain more specific information.

Sunday April 19 – Cleeve Hill nr Cheltenham.
SO 994248
Leader: Dave Pearce  
Tel:-   see below
Meet at 0930 hrs at the radio masts SO 994248 just NE of Cheltenham for a walk over the high downland. OS map essential to find the way. Best approached from the A 40 from Cheltenham itself or from the village of Whittington east of Cheltenham. We will be looking for spring migrants and resident breeding birds, such as Stonechat. This is the time of year when Ring Ouzels are passing through. The numbers vary from year to year, and they are quite shy birds, so not a guarantee! There should also be Wheatears and possibly Whinchat. It will be a morning only meeting, but bring some lunch because there will be the option of calling elsewhere on the return journey. For offers or request for a lift contact Roger White 01179 684207. Mobile on the day is 07768 737615.

Sunday 26 April - Quantock Hills     
ST 155410
Leader: Jeff Holmes
Tel: 0198 463 4054

Meet at Bowling Green Car Park in Holford at 09.30 ST 155410.  Turn left off the A39 in Holford village and drive down the lane to a small car park.  We will aim to walk through Hodders and Slaughterhouse Coombes and then up to the open ground to Bicknoller Post, across Longstone Hill before dropping back down into Holford.  The meeting should last into the early afternoon and will involve a walk of approx. 4 miles.  We hope to see early migrants such as Redstart, Pied Flycatcher, Wood Warbler and Tree Pipit in the woodland.  On the open ground we may find Stonechat, Whinchat, Cuckoo, various birds of prey and possibly Dartford Warbler.  Bring suitable provisions and stout waterproof footwear. For offers or request for a lift contact Judy Copeland (details last page).

Saturday 09 May – RSPB Otmoor, Oxfordshire
SP 570126
Leader Mike Johnson
Tel: 0117 953 2545
Meet at 1000 hrs at the Reserve car park. Take M4 and exit at junction 13. Take A34 to north of Oxford then B4027 to Islip. Through Islip continue along B4027 towards Wheatley. After 4 miles turn left to Horton-cum-Studley. Turn left to Beckley. After 1 mile, road drops down short steep hill. Turn right before Abingdon Arms. Turn sharp left into Otmoor Lane and follow road for 1 mile to end and go through reserve entrance with car park on the right. The reserve is a mixture of wet meadows and reedbeds. Breeding birds include Lapwing, Redshank, Snipe, Curlew, Skylark and Grasshopper Warbler. Also good for dragonflies, damselflies and butterflies. There are visitor trails and a variety of public footpaths. We will visit another location on the way home in the afternoon.

Sunday 17 May – Folly Farm AWT Reserve     
ST 601606
Leader: David Warden    Tel:  0127 533 2321

Morning only visit. Meet at Folly Farm, Bishop Sutton at 0900hrs. From Bishop Sutton take A368 towards Bath.

The track to Folly Farm is the second turning on the right, about one mile along this road (first turning goes to Stowey). It’s easy to miss but watch out for an AA directional road sign. The main car park is at the top of the drive, about half a mile from the road. This will be a hilly walk with some stiles. If time and enthusiasm permits Chew Valley Lake is nearby to visit during the afternoon.   For offers or request for a lift contact Judy Copeland (details last page).
Friday 22 May – Frampton-on-Severn
SO 746076
Leader: Phyl Dykes
  Tel: 0145 441 5451

Evening Meeting. Meet at 19.30hrs in the small car park at the end of the Green at Frampton for a walk around Frampton Pools. Weather permitting, we should see and hear a range of woodland birds and in previous years we have been fortunate to hear Nightingales, although this cannot be guaranteed! There may also be Hobby and Terns about.

Friday 05 June – Gordano Valley



ST 433727
Leader: Robin Prytherch
  Tel: 0117 974 191

Evening Meeting. Meet at 1900hrs in Harley Lane, the south end of Moor Lane. Moor Lane is off the B3124 Portishead to Clevedon road at Walton-in-Gordano, located on your left if coming from Portishead and on your right if coming from Clevedon. This is an opportunity to visit Walton Moor during a summer evening. We shall be listening for songbirds and even some waders, so may be wet underfoot in places. 

Peregrine Watch 2009   The Club will be running the Peregrine Watch, as in previous years, over two weekends 06/07 June and 20/21 June at the usual watch point on the Sea Wall, Durdham Down. We are looking for volunteers to cover a two hour watch over these weekends between 0900 and 1700hrs. If you are able to help by joining the watch rota please contact Charles Stapleton Tel: 0117 937 3312. There will always be at least two members on duty so don’t worry if you’ve not done it before. It is a very pleasant way to spend a couple of hours and is a much appreciated PR exercise for the Club.

Bristol Festival of Nature  06/07 June   The Club will be having our usual stand at the Bristol Festival of Nature, coinciding with the first Peregrine Watch weekend. We do need volunteers to man the stand for a couple of hours. This is another valuable way to support the Club and a chance to visit the many other varied exhibits and activities. If you could offer to help on either day please contact Michael Johnson on 0117 953 2545 or michael753@aol.com.

TUESDAY FIELD MEETINGS

Meetings commence at 1000 hrs, and aim to finish at 1300 hrs.  Tuesday walkers please note that if the weather is bad and there is doubt that a walk will go ahead they should telephone the leader between 0800 hrs and 0830 hrs to confirm the position. 

Tuesday 21 April – Ashton Court
ST 554727
Leader: Peter Holbrook
  Tel: 0117 962 3536

Meet at the golf course car park for a walk around the estate. Approx 4 miles with some hilly bits and can be muddy in places.

Tuesday 28 April – Lower Woods        ST 746882          Leader: Hazel Willmott                   Tel: 0145 429 4571

Meet at Lower Woods Lodge. Take the road out of Wickwar to Wotton-under-Edge. Turn right at sign to Inglestone Common. After about 1.5 miles turn right up a track opposite Inglestone Farm to the car park.

Tuesday 05 May – East Harptree          ST 559841          Leader: Geoff Harris                      Tel: 0127 584 2093

A circular walk of approx 4 miles, some hills and stiles, which can be muddy when wet. Meet in the car park on the right approx 1.5 miles up from the centre of East Harptree.

Tuesday 12 May – Inglestone Common  ST 752885       Leader: Hazel Willmott                  Tel: 0145 429 4571

Evening Walk.  Meet at 2045hrs at Hazel’s Wild Wood Cottage, 3 houses past Inglestone Farm, on the left coming from Wickwar (see directions 28 April above).

The walk proper is to listen for Nightingales and starts at 2045hrs but if you are coming for the pre-walk BBQ, please arrive by 1900hrs and bring your own meat and chair (and anything else you may wish to contribute and/or share). Salad will be provided. Please let Hazel (tel: 0145 429 4571) or Peter Holbrook (tel: 0117 962 3536) know if you are coming to the BBQ, as numbers are limited by space and possible bad weather. The Common and woods are usually wet underfoot and suitable footwear and a torch are advisable.

Tuesday 19 May – Wick and Doynton     ST 728702        Leader: Stan Willmott                   Tel: 0117 937 2772

Meet at the Carpenters Arms rear car park, Wick. A circular walk of approx 4 miles up Golden Valley and passing Wick Quarry. A few stiles and one hill to climb. Hopefully breeding birds including Dipper, Grey Wagtail and Peregrine.

Tuesday 26 May – Shapwick Heath         ST 448396         Leader: Peter Holbrook               Tel: 0117 962 3536

Picnic.  Meet at 1030hrs at the English Nature Reserve car park at Ashcott Corner. From the middle of Meare village on the B3151 Wedmore to Glastonbury road, take the minor road south, signposted Ashcott. After approx one mile, the car park is situated on the right just after the Railway Inn and immediately after the canal bridge. At 1300hrs we will return to the car park for our picnic lunch. For those wishing to continue after lunch, we will walk in the opposite direction onto the RSPB reserve of Ham Wall. We can confidently expect to see Hobby, wetland birds and possibly Otter.

WEEKENDS AND HOLIDAYS

Elan Valley w/e 29-31 May

The Elan Valley Lodge, near Rhayader in mid-Wales, is located close to the River Elan (Goosanders, Common Sandpipers and Dippers) and three large reservoirs lying east of the Cambrian Mountains.  The RSPB Carngafallt Woodland Reserve with its Cuckoos, Garden Warblers, Redstarts and Pied Flycatchers is just behind the Lodge and Red Kites are not difficult to find in the area.  We will arrange local walks (nesting Wheatears on the mountains) and could go to the coast one day to look for seabirds and Chough.  This will be a car trip, so that people can bring family members and do their own thing if they wish.  There is plenty of accommodation available, en suite twin rooms and single rooms sharing bathroom with one other person.  The Lodge is run on hostel lines, with excellent food, kitchen always available for hot drinks, and you make your own lunch sandwiches from the wide choice laid on. Full board will cost £134.50 and there is only your shared petrol costs on top of that.  Please let Judy Copeland (address on last page) know if you would like to go. Closing date is Friday 24 April. Could you now send, either the total amount of £134.50 per person, or the balance of your payment (made payable to BOC) to Sue Sayers (address on last page).
Bay of Biscay Pelagic 18 - 21 August

We are hoping to be able to organise a pelagic trip using P&O Ferries from Portsmouth to Bilbao from the evening of Tuesday 18 August and returning late afternoon on Friday 21 August. We cannot give a confirmed fare price until bookings are made but the price will probably be between £80 - £100 based on availability and sharing twin inside cabins. The earlier we can book the cheaper the fare. If you are interested please contact Phyl Dykes by phone or email by Thursday 30 April on 0145 441 5451 or at phyl.dykes@virgin.net. 

REPORTS OF FIELD MEETINGS

Tuesday 03 March – Portbury

The Portbury walk was exceptionally rich for bird species with 45 recorded. A lovely walk comprising fields, hedgerows, lakes and of course the seashore. A striking pair of Cormorants flew over, shortly after the beginning of the walk, and Goldfinches were seen in the hedgerows. There were some flocks of Redwings and Fieldfares feeding in the fields with Skylarks singing overhead. On the lake were Teal, Little Grebe, Mallard, Coot and a beautiful Heron standing proudly on the far bank. Two Mute Swans were busy searching for food, tails upturned in the water. On the seashore the haunting cry of a Curlew was heard. Shelduck and an Oyster Catcher were seen in the inlet. Just as we turned inland once more, a superb flock of Dunlins did a fly past along the shore. Thank you Peter, a very interesting and varied walk.
 Hazel Willmott
Sunday 08 March - Forest of Dean

Starting in bright sunshine, the seventeen of us made a circuit of most of the RSPB's Nagshead reserve, including the often overlooked section east of the B3234 road, but the clouds soon gathered and a cold wind started to blow, hardly ideal weather for soaring raptors, which were restricted to just a few Buzzards. In fact, apart from an obliging Raven that dropped down to look at us, it was not until we reached the feeders at Cannop Ponds that we encountered birds in any significant numbers, with a couple of Great Spotted Woodpeckers, a Nuthatch and a Grey Wagtail accompanying various finches and tits. The ponds themselves produced nice views of Mandarin and three distant Goosanders. The rain now set in more persistently, so we made our way back to the cars, and headed to Mallards Pike for a 'comfort break', plus better views of both Goosander and Mandarin on the pools here. Lunch was taken at Boys Grave, then the sun came out long enough for us to catch up with the day's star bird – a Great Grey Shrike in seemingly the same spot as on last year's Club trip. At least some of us had a brief sighting of a circling Goshawk, just to prove that they do exist here, along with a few Buzzards and a speck-like Sparrowhawk. The New Fancy View feeders provided Brambling and Siskin at close range for those who taken lunch here, but they had dispersed by the time the rest of us arrived, and the onset of more rain prompted the group to do the same. For several members this was their first visit to the Forest, and hopefully they will be able to repeat the experience on a future occasion under kinder skies. Many thanks to Ken for his leadership.     Ken Hall

Tuesday 10 March – Forest of Dean

Twenty-one members turned out for the annual pilgrimage to the Forest of Dean to observe the Goshawks displaying. The weather was cold and overcast. After a long wait two distant Goshawks were sited but only by a lucky few. On the return to the car park there were dozens of Chaffinches feeding on the ground under the bird feeders, with four Bramblings. The next stop was at Boys Grave to locate the Great Grey Shrike. After a long walk along the track it was quickly spotted by Ed Shackleton who put us on to it as it was sitting on a small tree. Then on to Speech House Corner to park the cars and walk through the forest to Beechenhurst Lodge. There was not much bird life to see apart from Blue Tits, Great Tits and one Mistle Thrush, singing its heart out on the top of a tree. We stopped for lunch at the lodge, which was again very quiet regarding birds, the probable reason being that the bird feeders have been removed from the tree adjacent to the lodge. After lunch we moved to Cannop Ponds and at last we had birds to look at here. Mandarin Ducks were displaying, along with Tufted Duck, Mallard and Little Grebe. Several Tree Creepers and Nuthatches were seen.  The birds of note were a pair of Goosander on the far lake. This area was alive with birds, which put our total for the day to thirty-five species. Our thanks to Colin for leading.                                                                                                                                     Colin Morris

Sunday 15 March – Bath Downland 

Twelve members met at Lansdown for a walk on one of Jane’s BTO Atlas ‘patches’. We passed a field with Crows, Rooks and Linnets before reaching Beech woodland where we saw a solitary Redwing, Blue and Great Tits and heard Song Thrush and Coal Tit. Crossing the golf course to make our way towards North Stoke some members were lucky enough to see Little Owl fly from one tree to the back of another – unfortunately I wasn’t one of them!  At Shiners Wood we had very good views of a Stonechat, and then some of the party continued to Kelston Round Hill for the views and saw two Meadow Pipits on the way back down. Whilst checking the field where we started our walk we were all delighted to find a Wheatear, posing well. This was a beautiful walk in sunshine with lovely vistas. Many thanks to Jane for leading.                                                              Jacky Tonkin

Tuesday 17 March – Coalpit Heath

A warm spring morning found 29 members assembling at Kendleshire Golf Club – which has a large car park and salubrious facilities!  I can’t vouch for the lunch, as I was one of the few who didn’t stay.  Even before we set off Buzzards were seen and up to five were soaring and calling during the walk.  The terrain was varied and Lesser Celandine, Violets and Birdseye Speedwell were all in bloom.  At the several lakes en route were Dabchick, Heron, Moorhen, Mallard, Coot and Lesser Black-backed Gulls.  A couple of Lapwings were spotted on the fields and a Skylark was singing at our highest point.  An obliging Little Owl gave us two opportunities for good views as it repeated a flight from one stand of trees to another.  Both Green and Great Spotted Woodpecker were heard.  As usual, on Stan walks, we had a bit of culture at coffee time at “the Pulpit” on the Dramway, which was being surveyed for a conservation group. Altogether 31 species were noted.  Thanks go to our leader, who is now getting a reputation for leading walks on sunny days!                                                                        Nancy Barrett
Tuesday 24 March – Backwell Lake

It was a bright sunny morning with a cool northwest wind, as 29 birdwatchers set off to walk around the lake. Many of the ducks have now gone but a Little Egret was sat in a tree on the island and there was a Grey Heron flying around. Chiffchaffs have arrived in good number and we heard six individuals during the morning. As we walked past the farm in Youngwood Lane we enjoyed a good view of the wild Daffodils that grow there but unfortunately the Little Owl was not present. Highlights included good views of a Treecreeper for a lucky few, a Green Woodpecker, two Mistle Thrushes and two Jays. Three Buzzards circled together in the blue sky and three more were seen together as individuals. In a ploughed field a small party of Meadow Pipit searched for insects. Altogether 32 species were seen on what was a very pleasant morning. Many thanks to Sue and John for leading.

                                                                                                                                                 Sue and John Prince 

Sunday 29 March – RSPB Winterbourne Downs, Salisbury Plain

20 members met the RSPB Site Manager for the Wiltshire Reserves, Patrick Cashman, at the new car park at Manor Farm, on a bright cool morning. Patrick gave us a fascinating insight throughout the morning as to how the RSPB is restoring a former intensive arable farm into a mix of flower rich chalk grassland, scrubland and small areas of woodland whilst still maintaining a working farm. The benefit of the provision of winter stubbles was soon evident as Yellowhammer, Skylark, Linnet and Goldfinch were heard and seen. The usual assemblage of woodland and hedgerow birds including Dunnock, Robin, Blackbird, Blue, Great and Long Tailed Tits, Goldcrest, Wren and Chaffinch were soon added to the list. We spent some time wearing our botanical hats admiring the slowly emerging meadow where 55 species of meadow plant were identified last year. It will be well worth a return visit in the early summer to view the magnificent meadow in all its glory. On the more bare areas several pairs of Lapwings were seeing off the unwanted attention of Crows. Both Red-legged Partridge and the now uncommon Grey Partridge fed at the newly created field margins.  Ravens jostled with Buzzards over head. Some members added Red Kite, Green Woodpecker and early Swallows to their list in an afternoon visit to Haxton Down. We were very grateful to Patrick for such an enjoyable visit.                                                                     Mike Johnson
Tuesday 31 March – Gordano Valley

On a dry but overcast spring morning 29 members met in the middle of Moor Lane. Waiting to move off we watched three late Fieldfares, seven Curlews and numerous pairs of Pheasants. Walking along Moor Lane and Clevedon Lane most common species were seen or heard with our KG moment being the first Swallow and soon after the first Wheatear of the year. Crossing the moor we disturbed Reed Bunting and a single Snipe but no Redshank or Lapwing. Climbing up to Common Hill Wood, a possible distant male Hen Harrier was spotted but not confirmed. We continued through the wood and across Walton Common before returning to the cars. A good morning with a total of 36 species recorded. Many thanks to Peter for another fine walk.                Peter Holbrook
CLUB NOTICES

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING STANDING ORDERS

The BOC annual subscription was raised to £14 this year but many of our members have not changed their Standing Orders to include the extra £2.  If you are one of them, please change now and send £2 to Judy Copeland (£3 for family members) as soon as you can. Many thanks.

Enclosure   The programme card for 2009/2010 was enclosed with last month’s Bird News. If any are missing please contact Judy Copeland (address on last page).

BOC Yellow Pages Membership List
This will again be published in July.  Please let Judy Copeland know if:

 1.  You do not wish any or all of your details to be included.  If you do not respond, your details will be included.

 2.  Your details (address, phone, email) have changed /are about to change.

 3.  You do not wish to receive the membership list.

Receive “Bird News” by email.  If you would like to receive future copies of Bird News electronically, please email Richard Brown roserich.brown@tesco.net with your contact details and the title line “Email Bird News”.  We will continue to send you printed enclosures such as the “Avon Bird Report” and “Bristol Ornithology”.

Swift Survey. I am seeking volunteers to visit sites between June 15 and July 15 during the evening between 8.00pm and sunset, on fine evenings, for ten minutes to record presence/absence of Screaming Swift parties. I would also like all records of known Swift nest sites, giving the road and house number. Contact Richard Bland on 0117 973 4828 or  richardbland@blueyonder.co.uk 

BTO Atlas  The second breeding season has begun. I am still short of observers in the Bath region, and anyone interested in covering a tetrad should contact me or go to the website www.birdatlas.net and follow Choose TTV. Apart from completing tetrad cover I want to prove breeding for every possible species in all 19 10k squares in the region. If you find clear evidence of breeding, i.e. occupied nest, nest and eggs, nest and young, adult taking food to young or new Fledglings please put in a Roving Record on line, or on to a Roving record form available from me.
       Richard Bland
“The Birds of Somerset” - course at Folly Farm - over the weekend of Friday 8th - Sunday 10th May (6.30pm Friday - 4pm Sun), at Folly Farm, Avon Wildlife Trust’s new residential facility near Bishop Sutton.  Join well known local ornithologist and committee member Ed Drewitt, on a tour of the wealth of bird habitats in the area in a fun and informal weekend.  Learn valuable skills and techniques of how to identify birds and their song and visit local areas, exploring key habitats with plenty of opportunity to learn from the expert.  Stay in the beautifully converted studios overlooking Chew Valley Lake where you will wake up to an early dawn chorus and finish the days watching owls at dusk. Cost@ £245 (including all meals and accommodation; please contact for non-residential opportunities). To book or for more information please contact the Programme Manager, jomorris@follyfarm.org - 01275 331590 www.follyfarm.org  
Website   Don't forget to visit our website www.boc-bristol.org.uk. It has all the links you need for local birding as well as information about the club and its activities. Log into the Message Board and contribute to our online forum including latest sightings. Recent local sightings include Osprey, Red Kite, Goshawk, Garganey and Ferruginous Duck. Also Short-eared Owl still lingering at Aust. The accounts of bird holidays are also well worth reading. There is a report by Markas Gilmartin of a very productive visit to Extramadura last year and it makes exciting reading.
Avonmouth High Tide Times – April/May Weekends

25 Apr  0808  2027    02 May  1348   *****     09 May  0804  2023    16 May  1202  *****     23 May  0652  1917

26 Apr  0848  2106    03 May  0226  1518     10 May  0842  2059    17 May  0021  1255    24 May  0740  2002

All times are British summer time.

Subscriptions for 2009 were due on 01 January.   

The rates have changed to:
Ordinary Members £14.00; Junior Members (under 18) and Full-time Students £7.00; Additional Family Members £4.00 per person. Senior Citizens or anyone suffering financial difficulties may pay at a reduced rate by arrangement if they wish.  If you have not already changed the amount of your Standing Order, please could you now do so.  If you need a new Standing Order please phone your bank.   Those who have not paid anything this year will not have received Bird News this month. Many thanks to all those who have already paid.

	BOC  OFFICERS

Chairman   :   Roger White, 4 Church Avenue, Stoke Bishop BS9 1LD                                          0117 968 4207
                        roger.white4@ virgin.net

Secretary   :   Margaret Searle, 112 Eastfield Road, Westbury-on-Trym BS9 4AL                          0117 962 8701

Treasurer   :   Sue Sayers, Coach House Cottage, 1B Meadows Close, Portishead BS20 8BU     0127 581 4216

                       sdsayers@ yahoo.co.uk

Membership    Judy Copeland, 19 St George’s Hill, Easton-in-Gordano BS20 OPS                       0127 537 3554

Secretary   :    judy.copeland@ tiscali.co.uk
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