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BIRD RECORDS FOR MAY 2009
               Published: June 2009
Important: The following are largely unchecked reports and not authenticated records.  All records refer to May unless otherwise stated.  The list follows the sequence of the British Ornithological Union.

Weather: 
1st   - 3rd
mostly dry but cool and cloudy

4th   -10th
mainly dry, some showers but very breezy, strong on 8th

11th -17th
very unsettled, plenty of showers and windy spells

18th - 24th
changeable early on, then warm and calmer by the end of the week

25th - 31st
windy on 26th then wall to wall sunshine in the last few days

Bird Summary:

Ducks:
Ferruginous Duck at CVL

Herons & allies A Purple Heron at CVL, Great White Egret at Slimbridge WWT and Spoonbill at Steart and 
Slimbridge WWT

Seabirds:
Exceptional numbers of Manx Shearwaters were seen at Berrow on 26th. A good Skua passage, mostly early on with up to ten Arctic Skuas on 8th and eleven Pomarine Skuas on 15th. Gannets, Fulmars, Guillemot and Kittiwakes also recorded. Tern passage was poor and there was only one record of a Black Tern

Raptors:
Many birders were reporting in to their local GP surgeries, suffering from ‘Raptor neck’

Waders:
Highlights were a Temminck’s Stint at CVL and excellent numbers of Sanderling at Berrow. Wood Sandpipers at Severn Beach and Slimbridge WWT were noteworthy. 

Birds apart, there was a very large influx of Painted Lady butterflies everywhere, both locally and nationally. If only our dainty Redstarts and Pied Flycatchers would turn up in such numbers.
COASTAL SITES

ASW  
 : Avonmouth Sewage Works
AW
: Aust Wharf 
BD    
: Brean Down                    

CW
 : Chittening Warth
OPS
: Oldbury Power Station
NP
: New Passage    
NW
 : Northwick Warth 
 PW
: Portbury Wharf
RPD  
: Royal Portbury Dock     
SB
 : Severn Beach
WSW
: Weston Sewage Works

Cl-Y
 :A general reference to the coastal strip from Clevedon, southwards to the Yeo Estuary including the Blind Yeo    Estuary and Kenn Estuary. (Specific sites mentioned for unusual sightings.)

Tidal Avon   : Shirehampton to Cumberland basin (main site Sea Mills harbour).

Severnside: A general reference to the coastal strip from Aust Warth southwards to Chittening Warth, in particular, the main sites at Northwick Warth, New Passage and Severn Beach.

INLAND SITES

BG
      : Barrow Gurney Reservoir   BL
: Blagdon Lake
 BLR 
: Backwell Lake Reserve

Ched Res: Cheddar Reservoir
CVL 
: Chew Valley Lake
GWR  
:Greater Westhay Reserve     
The Levels: A general reference to areas of the Somerset levels, in particular the main sites at Catcott Lows, GWR, Meare Heath and Shapwick Heath. Specific sites are mentioned for noteworthy sightings

MUTE SWAN
Plenty of reports of odd birds here and there. The only large herd noted was of 40+ birds at the Shapwick Heath area on 25th.
CANADA GOOSE
As Mute, widely reported in small groups. Best count was 24 birds at OPS on 22nd, a good count for this site
 

BARNACLE GOOSE
At least one pair has bred at CVL

SHELDUCK
Some broods starting to appear in the last week, noted at BL (23rd) & New Passage (31st).
MANDARIN DUCK
Nine male birds seen at Falfield (Heneage court) on 17th.


GADWALL
Recorded at ASW, BL, Ashcott, RSPB Greylake and Wells (Bishops Palace).


TEAL
Virtually absent, a pair at CVL on 1st was the only record.
MALLARD
Two small flocks:- 62 at BL on 9th and 60 at Weston STW on 31st.
GARGANEY
Single birds were reported at Slimbridge WWT and Ashcott Corner in the first few days.

SHOVELER
Another duck in temporary exile…one noted at CVL on 23rd.

POCHARD
Noted at Weston STW, BL and Ashcott Corner.
FERRUGINOUS DUCK   The usual bird remained at CVL and was noted on several dates, then was joined by a2nd bird on 17th

TUFTED DUCK
More were hanging around than the other winter species, max.28 present at OPS on 3rd 
and 52 at BL on 9th were the best counts but a few birds were recorded at lots of other 
places and hopefully some of these will produce broods.

COMMON SCOTER
Noted up to 14th in very small numbers. Two were seen at Anchor Head (6th) and at Severn Beach (8th), but three here on 14th. At Clevedon, four birds on 14th.

RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE   Underwhelming numbers. Two present at Inglestone Common on 21st and a single at Stanton Prior on 26th.

GREY PARTRIDGE 
One seen at Clapton-in-Gordano on 3rd, a real rarity for the Gordano valley. Two birds 
seen at the Marshfield stronghold on 20th (and a single on 23rd)

LITTLE GREBE
Just two records received, surely under-reported?

GREAT CRESTED GREBE   Reasonable numbers noted at BL (16 on 9th) and at Ched Res (max.20 on 2nd)

FULMAR
Noted in two phases. Small numbers were seen off Severnside, RPD, Cl-Y and Berrow up to 8th, the max. count being ten birds off Anchor Head on 5th. No more seen then until one or two noted off Severn Beach, Anchor Head and Berrow on 26th…..surprising since the 26th was a windy day……see next entry.

MANX SHEARWATER   We had an excellent series of records for the time of year with southerly winds pushing many birds up the estuary. 200 birds were seen off Anchor Head (15th) and 92 off Berrow (4th) and smaller groups farther up the channel typify the local picture. The winds shifted to north-westerly on 26th..…a mini re-run and shades of 1983 (but this is May not September) and an incredible 1.500+ birds were blown into Bridgwater Bay area and into view.  Further away at Minehead, there were even larger numbers apparently. Nearly all had disappeared next day.

GANNET
It was a similar picture to Fulmar. Four were seen off Anchor Head on 4th, eight off Cl-Y on 8th and max.20 off Berrow also on 8th. A lull then until two birds noted off BD on 24th and just one bird at Berrow on 26th.
CORMORANT
There were plenty of casual sightings at widespread sites. Best gatherings were 20 at Ched 
Res on 2nd and 26 present at Shapwick Heath (Noah’s lake) on 25th.

BITTERN
There was a really good showing of birds at the Shapwick-Ham Wall site, quite a few reports were received, best was (at least) six birds on 26th but this is thought to be an underestimate. Nearby at Meare Heath, four birds noted on 30th. Cracking news all round.

LITTLE EGRET
Well reported for time of the year, up to six birds at 15+ sites

GREAT WHITE EGRET   One was seen at Slimbridge WWT on 14th.
GREY HERON
Nesting summary so far:- CVL Denny Island 39 nests; Cleeve 45 nests and Bath nests at two different sites.
PURPLE HERON
One was present at CVL on 10th/11th and seen later on 20th. Previous Avon records as 
follows:- BL 1963 , CVL1970, 1975, 1977, 1983, 2001 and Gordano valley 1981
SPOONBILL
One was seen at Steart on 15th and then presumably the same bird later at Slimbridge 
WWT on 15th. There were further reports from Newport Wetlands so this bird is obviously 
on tour.

BLACK KITE
Two records in a single month, almost like buses. One was seen over Berrow on 14th (cf Red Kite passage) and another at Marshfield on 26th. This was only our 3rd Avon record, the others were Aug 1983 and May 1994 in the Gordano Valley

RED KITE
Our best month ever, birds were appearing out of the blue all over the place. High water mark was around mid-month.  In Avon, sightings were made at OPS, Aust Warth, Severn Beach, Yate, Folly Farm, Gordano valley, New Passage, and Portishead…….breeding in Avon must surely be only a matter of time if not already a fait accompli. Real Somerset did even better with a single party of 15 birds past Berrow on 14th (cf. Black Kite). It quietened down after 15th with just two birds seen at Slimbridge WWT on 31st. Lots of tails wagging everywhere! A few more in early June…watch this space…

MARSH HARRIER
Most reports were from the Somerset level sites with reports of up to two birds around Meare Heath, Westhay Moor and the Shapwick-Ham Wall triangle areas. A migrant bird was noted over Berrow on 14th on the same day as the Kite festival. In Avon, one was noted at CVL on 3rd/12th and 15th.
GOSHAWK
A male bird was seen at St Catherine’s valley on 28th.

SPARROWHAWK
Less evident this month, noted at only five sites, coastal and countryside areas. Two present in urban Redland on 31st was noteworthy.

BUZZARD
Best single count of soaring birds was ten over the Marshfield area on 31st. In RJP’s study area, 99 territories, up by two on last year

KESTREL
Noted at ten+ sites. Up to three birds were at the Black Down-Burrington axis.

HOBBY
Like Marsh Harrier, the preponderance of reports was from the Somerset level sites. Best count was 14 birds at Shapwick-Meare Heaths on 3rd. 
PEREGRINE
There were plenty of coastal sightings, including at least four birds on Severnside on 4th (at Severn Beach and New Passage). The Bath church pair made it onto TV with a chick being ringed on 26th.
COOT
The BL count was 230 birds on 9th.
OYSTERCATCHER
Max counts at the coastal sites were as follows:- Severnside 35; Cl-Y 24 and Berrow 77. Three pairs nesting inside Avonmouth/RPD docks. One pair hatched two chicks at PW on 28th

GREAT BUSTARD
The introduced birds have successfully bred at Salisbury Plain. Click on to http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2009/jun/02/bustard-breeding-salisbury1 to read the full story.
RINGED PLOVER
Coastal passage up to 17th, but few birds after that. Main counts were:- Slimbridge WWT 100 on 14th; Severn Beach 110 on 17th; Cl-Y 36 on 13th; Sand Pt 43 on 13th and Berrow 24 on 13th. One pair present with at least three chicks inside Avonmouth docks. 

GREY PLOVER   
Nine present at Slimbridge WWT on 14th. At Severn Beach, four on 15th and two on 25th.
LAPWING
Few reports of any nesting except for up to eleven pairs at Slimbridge WWT early on.
KNOT
It has been a very poor spring passage for this species, a few at Berrow on some days with a max.twelve birds on 2nd.

SANDERLING
Only small numbers were recorded along the Avon coastline, all dwarfed by a run of excellent counts from Berrow beach with 210 on 4th, 118 on 11th, 160 on 23rd and still 60 on 28th.

 LITTLE STINT
One noted at Sand bay on 12th.

TEMMINCK’S STINT
One bird was seen and heard at CVL, Herons Green on 20th. Another super wader turn up for Chew, it was almost like the good old days when rare waders dropped in with some regularity

CURLEW SANDPIPER   One was seen at Slimbridge WWT on 3rd only. A poor spring showing for this species this year

DUNLIN
Peak passage occurred mid month:- Slimbridge WWT 300 on 14th; Severn Beach 190 on 17th; Cl-Y 180 on 24th and Berrow 350 on 15th.

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT   Good numbers of birds were present at Slimbridge WWT on several days, max.52 on 20th. CVL managed one bird on 11th and up to three birds were noted at the Ashcott/Shapwick/Ham Wall sites.

BAR-TAILED GODWIT   It was not a vintage spring for this species. Very light coastal passage was recorded, better counts being ten birds at Severn Beach on 14th and twelve birds at Berrow on 3rd. Other coastal sites recorded even fewer.

WHIMBREL
Rather low numbers recorded and most before 15th. Max counts at the coastal sites were:- OPS 22 on 3rd; Severnside 31 on 4th; Cl-Y 25 on 10th and Berrow 50 on 8th. 

CURLEW
Small numbers were noted along the coast, probably non-breeders that will over-summer with us. Inland, there was a fair showing of up to 20 birds at Westhay on 4th (exact site not stated).
SPOTTED REDSHANK   One noted at Slimbridge WWT on 3rd.

REDSHANK
There were no reports from any Avon sites at all and just a handful of records from sites on the Somerset levels around Shapwick-Ham Wall.

GREENSHANK
Three birds were seen at Slimbridge WWT on 14th, one at Berrow on same day. In Somerset, up to five birds were noted at the Ashcott/Shapwick on 26th and smaller numbers on other dates.

WOOD SANDPIPER
Good records for spring:- one noted at Slimbridge WWT on 4th and then another bird at Severn Beach on 13th.

COMMON SANDPIPER
   Noted only along the Cl-Y stretch with a max.eight birds here on 7th and one still lingering at Blake’s pool on 28th.

TURNSTONE
Small numbers were nearly always present at Severnside, best count being 20 birds at Severn Beach on 17th.

SKUA sp                                        Skua sightings in the BOC area this month
	
	1st-3rd
	4th-10th
	11th-17th
	18th-24th
	25th-31st

	Pomarine
	0
	2
	14
	0
	0

	Arctic
	1
	14
	14
	0
	3

	Great
	0
	1
	0
	0
	2



There was a single party of eleven Pomarine Skuas at Severn Beach on 15th.  Best Arctic Skua day was on 8th with 8-10 birds seen off Severn Beach and Berrow. There were noticeably fewer Great Skuas on show, just one off Severn Beach on 8th and two off Clevedon on 28th.

MEDITERRANEAN GULL   Always scarce in our area in May, just a single bird was seen at CVL, Stratford (16th)
BLACK-HEADED GULL   A small colony reported nesting at Slimbridge WWT. Do they ever nest in Bristol?

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL  Noted only at OPS and BL in very small numbers.

KITTIWAKE 
All the main sea-watching sites recorded birds in varying numbers, max counts were:- Severnside 90 on 15th; Cl-Y 5 on 16th;  Anchor Head 33 on 5th and Berrow 200+ on 4th. The birds seemed to desert the estuary after 15th; the only other report was of three birds off Berrow on 27th.
LITTLE TERN
One report, that of a single bird seen at CVL on 8th/15th and 16th.
BLACK TERN
A poor spring passage. Just one bird was seen at CVL, Stratford on 14th/15th.
SANDWICH TERN
A few were seen mid-month:- one off Severn Beach on 16th, then twos off OPS, Cl-Y and 
Berrow on 16th.
COMMON TERN
One was seen at CVL on 15th. On the coast, a flock of 35 was noted off Berrow on 13th and then up to 8 birds at Slimbridge WWT on 28th. Not specifically identified, a flock of 35 ‘Commic Terns’ was seen flying upriver off Sand Pt on 2nd.
ARCTIC TERN
Seven birds were seen off Cl-Y on 12th. Inland, one present at BL on 9th and three birds noted at CVL on 15th.
GUILLEMOT
Two birds were seen off Sand Point on 10th. So near yet so far, there were 30+ off Minehead on 26th (cf Manx) which shows how conditions have to be just right to force them up into our waters.
CUCKOO
Adding up all the contributions amounted to only 13 birds at best. The scarcity is 
emphasised by reports from Severnside, Clevedon and Weston sites (each with pretty 
good observer coverage) recording no birds at all.
BARN OWL
Very few reports were received. One noted at Nailsea moor on 23rd and another (or possibly the same) present at Congresbury moor on 25th. It is possible however, that observers could be ‘sitting’ on records during the breeding season.
LITTLE OWL
Single birds were noted at Congresbury moor (5th), Chew Stoke (24th), Langford (28th) and Charterhouse (31st).
TAWNY OWL
Breeding recorded at Kenn moor and Wrington (4 broods).
NIGHTJAR
Three birds noted at Black Down on 28th. At Stock Hill, at least seven birds on 23rd.
SWIFT
There were lots of reports of small groups and parties. Best numbers were recorded early on with 250 at Slimbridge WWT on 3rd, 500 at CVL on 13th & 100 off Sand Point on 13th.
KINGFISHER
Noted at CVL, BL, Compton Dando, Keynsham and Widcombe areas.

GREEN WOODPECKER   Noted at ten sites.
GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER   Up to three birds noted at 17+ sites.

SKYLARK
Noted at plenty of potential breeding sites. Reports from OPS, Hall End, North Hill, Tynings 
Farm, Weston STW, Clutton Hill, Dunkerton Hill, Felton Common, Stanton Prior & Priston 
areas.

SAND MARTIN
Birds were poorly reported and no large numbers recorded anywhere.

SWALLOW
Mostly only small parties were reported. Best numbers came from the Sand Point area where plenty of northward migration was noted early on, best single count being 300 birds on 3rd.


HOUSE MARTIN
Early records from members suggest generally low numbers of birds and nesting pairs.

TREE PIPIT
Quite good counts from two areas:- five birds present on BD on 9th (plus a few on other dates) and five birds also at Rowberrow forestry on 10th. Single birds also noted at Sand Point (19th/20th) and Black Down (1st).

MEADOW PIPIT
Recorded only at OPS (in very small numbers) and Black Down…up to 16 birds on Allan Morgan’s regular furrow.

YELLOW WAGTAIL
Back to normal after April’s small rush of birds. Just a single bird seen at Cl-Y on 10th.

GREY WAGTAIL
Noted at OPS, Woollard and Publow.
DIPPER
Single birds were seen at Publow and Pensford on 22nd/23rd.

NIGHTINGALE
In the South Glos. traditional areas (but hardly a stronghold in recent years), two birds were noted at Inglestone Common on 8th and one present at Horwood farm, Lower Woods on 21st. Berrow had one on 22nd (singing at 11pm).

REDSTART
Some possible breeding birds noted:- Two present at Nether Wood on 11th and one noted 


at Black Rock quarry on 31st.

WHINCHAT
There were still some coastal migrants passing through. Noted at OPS, Aust Warth, PW, 


Sand Point, BD and Brean sluice. 

STONECHAT
Noted at Yatton, W-s-M, Felton Common and Black Down.

WHEATEAR
Main passage was last month, so only a few birds noted along the coast, best counts being ten birds at Cl-Y on 10th and eight birds at Sand Point also 10th. Inland, two seen at Marshfield on 3rd.

CETTI’S WARBLER
Up to five birds were noted at Chittening Warth, ASW, RPD (industrial estate), PW, Cl-Y, Wick quarry, Meare Heath and the Ashcott-Shapwick stretch on the Levels.

GRASSHOPPER WARBLER
The good run of records continued, especially early on in the month. Noted at Aust Warth, Severn Beach, Chittening Warth, Sand Bay/Sand Point, Keynsham sewage works, BD and Black Down.

SEDGE WARBLER
Good numbers were reported at OPS all month, max.13 birds here on 9th, few records from elsewhere.
REED WARBLER
Several large counts made: - Slimbridge WWT 30 on 29th; OPS 15+ on 3rd and ten at Chittening Warth on 25th.
BLACKCAP
Lots of singing birds reported, best count was five birds at Ozleworth on 22nd.

GARDEN WARBLER
Most recorded in the Somerset areas with seven birds on Meare Heath on 30th and five birds nearby at Ham Wall on 10th. Other records were from Marshfield, Tytherington, Northwick Warth, Clapton-in-Gordano and BD.
LESSER WHITETHROAT   Well recorded at eleven+ sites. There was a good showing at OPS early on with max.eight birds on 3rd.
WHITETHROAT
Widely reported. Best counts were:- OPS max.30 on 3rd and Stoke Park twelve on 2nd.
WOOD WARBLER
One present at Chittening Warth (sea-bank pools) on 14th, possibly the same bird noted here on 24th April.
CHIFFCHAFF
Quite widely recorded but only in small numbers as most birds seemed to have dispersed into breeding sites.
WILLOW WARBLER
The spring rush is over and birds were recorded only at OPS, Stinchcombe and Black Down.

GOLDCREST
One bird noted at Tytherington on 23rd.

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER   Noted at 13+ sites, mostly in ones and twos. There were seven birds at Nether Wood on 11th. Other reports from Northwick Warth, Chittening Warth, Sand Point, Stinchcombe, Kenn moor,  BD and Meare Heath.

LONG-TAILED TIT
Twelve birds at OPS on 25th was notable for time of year.


MARSH TIT
Five birds noted at Stinchcombe on 30th, other records from Walton common, Long Wood and Folly Farm.

TREECREEPER
A pair bred at Kenn moor, young being fed on 25th.
NUTHATCH
Noted only at three sites in the Claverton Down area.
RAVEN
Few reports and seems strangely scarce considering the deluge of records in previous months (albeit outside of the breeding season). All we had was:- three birds at Marshfield (23rd) and another three at CVL (15th) and singles at Inglestone common and Aust Warth.


GOLDFINCH
The only large numbers reported relate to c.100+ birds seen at Sand Point on days during the first week, obviously migrating birds.

SISKIN
Regular in Trevor Silcock’s garden in Abbots Leigh early on, the last birds being four on 20th. Max.14 birds seen at BD on 14th/15th, one here on 31st.Two present at Sand Point on 10th. In Clevedon town, there were a max. three birds on 14th.
LESSER REDPOLL
Sand Point had small numbers over many days, obviously migrating birds. Best single count was 52 birds on 13th, ie.24 birds on a morning visit and then another 28 in the afternoon. Elsewhere, much smaller numbers at Weston woods, BD and Abbots Leigh.
COMMON REDPOLL
Another ‘Mealy’ Redpoll was found this month, this time at Chittening Warth on 3rd.

REDPOLL sp.
19 at Brue Est. on 9th and 20 on 14th at BD. These were fly-overs and were prudently not specifically identified.

YELLOWHAMMER
Plenty in the Marshfield stronghold, though no specific counts were received. Elsewhere, 
odd birds noted at OPS (29th) and Compton Dando (9th-18th).

REED BUNTING
Recorded at OPS, Stoke Park, Congresbury (Strawberry line) and Shapwick Heath (Noah’s 
lake area) in very small numbers.


CORN BUNTING
The Marshfield max. count was 25 birds on 10th, then down to 14 singing birds on territories by 23rd.

Unsung heroes (Also Recorded):- Ruddy Duck, Pheasant, Moorhen, Common Gull, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Herring Gull, Feral Pigeon, Stock Dove, Woodpigeon, Collared Dove, Pied Wagtail, Wren, Dunnock, Robin, Blackbird, Song Thrush, Mistle Thrush, Coal Tit, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Jay, Magpie, Jackdaw, Rook, Crow, Starling, House Sparrow, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Linnet and Bullfinch. (Apologies for the long list but there were lots of good seabirds, raptors and others to comment upon).

Description Species (AVON): The following species detailed in the main list above require supporting descriptions. Ferruginous Duck, Purple Heron, Black Kite, Marsh Harrier, Goshawk, Temminck’s Stint, Pomarine Skua, Common Redpoll

It would extremely helpful if contributors could send in descriptions as soon as possible and without having to be prompted or reminded. You can send your descriptions either to Bird News at the same time as your monthly records (we will pass them on) or direct to the Recorder. This one act can save the Recorder and his team a tremendous amount of time in helping to produce the county report so please do your best to help. The full list of our Avon county ‘description species’ can be found in the latest Report. Many thanks.

Many thanks to this month’s 27 contributors (including BirdTrack data): R Bingham, D Brooke-Taylor, 
B Channon, D&N Cullen, RM Curber, P Evans, D French, S Hale, M Hill, MA Jackson, W King, J McGreal, 
R Miles, R Palmer, DJ Perriman, D Playle, M Plenty, J&M Powell, RJ Prytherch, T Riddle, R Scantlebury, 
TB Silcocks, M Thomas, D Warden and SF Young, 

Websites:

Many thanks and acknowledgements to the following websites:

Slimbridge WWT            
www.wwt.org.uk/centre/122/visit/slimbridge.html
Martyn Hayes                 
www.thebirdsofsouthgloucestershire.co.uk
Pete Hazelwood
             www.phazelwood.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk/OPS.htm
Paul Bowerman              
www.severnsidebirds.co.uk
Jason Williams               www.clevedon-portisheadbirds.com
Paul Bowyer                   www.birdlist.co.uk
Rich Andrews                 www.cvlbirding.co.uk
Rich Ford                        http://richardsbirdingdiary.blogspot.com/

Andy Slade/Paul Gay     http://berrowbirds.co.uk/birds.htm

Plus our own message board at www.boc-bristol.org.uk.

Bird Records edited by Steve Hale

Please send all June records to:

 Steve Hale, 17 Priory Rd, Portbury, North Somerset BS20 7TQ

e mail: steve.hale@hotmail.co.uk
 to arrive no later than Friday 03 July 2009

(The electronic form is downloadable from our website (
Please note that paper reporting slips can be obtained from Geoff Harris (telephone 0127 584 2093).
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CLUB NEWS June 2009
           Compiled by Phyl Dykes

N.B. Items for the July newsletter, other than bird records, should be sent to Margaret Searle, for this month only, (address/email 112 Eastfield Road, Westbury-on-Trym BS9 4AL maggiesearle@tiscali.co.uk) no later than 30 June.  It would be helpful to have items sent as an attachment on email if possible.  The Committee reserves the right to edit contributions where necessary.

NEW MEMBERS

Paul Ramplin
Bramley, Barnwood Court, Nailsea BS48 4FE 

N.J.& Sue Kempson
154 Bath Road, Longwell Green, Bristol BS30 9DB 

FIELD MEETINGS

Newcomers to bird-watching are welcome and are encouraged to join any field meeting.  Please introduce yourselves to the leaders, as they are always willing to give help on identification and song when it is needed.  The Club wishes to encourage car sharing.  Would those who can offer lifts as well as those who require transport get in touch with the walk leaders in advance - please think carefully about whether you can help. Club members are reminded that on field trips they are responsible for their own safety and welfare.  Please be sure that you are appropriately attired and have suitable footwear.
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NB Please note that this symbol is used to denote that a field meeting is potentially suitable for wheelchair users.  The particular circumstances of each meeting will need to be taken into account by the individual (i.e. steepness etc) and it is recommended that, if in doubt, they contact the meeting leader in advance to obtain more specific information.

Peregrine Watch 2009   The Club is continuing to run the Peregrine Watch, as in previous years. The second weekend is 20/21 June, from 0900 to 1700 hours, at the usual watch point on the Sea Wall, Durdham Down. London Camera Exchange will have a display of optical equipment at the watch on both days. Do come along and join in – treat it as another club field trip.

Sunday 28 June – Arne RSPB Dorset
SY 972878
Leader: Jane Cumming      Tel: 0122 546 6691

Meet at the RSPB Arne car park at 10.00. Allow about 2 hours from Bristol and please try to car share if possible; contact Jane to arrange car sharing. Take the A351 south from Wareham. 1 mile south of the Stoborough Green roundabout turn left into the minor road to Arne. This is an excellent area for heathland birds and breeding terns and waders. After lunch we will move to another local site around the Wareham area.  Do bring food and drink for the day – and sun tan cream, well one can hope.

Sunday 05 July – Somerset levels
ST 449397
Leader: Mike Johnson
        Tel:0117 953 2545

Meet at 09.00 at the Ashcott Corner car park. Take the B3151 east from Westhay to Glastonbury and turn right in Meare village into the minor road. The car park is 1 mile south on the right just after the bridge over the canal. Breeding Bitterns, Hobbies and other delights, including butterflies and dragonflies, await you on this morning only visit. 

Friday 17 July – Marshfield
ST 775739
Leader: Martyn Hayes
        Tel: 07730 592386

Evening Meeting. Meet at 19.00hrs at Marshfield. Park in or by Tanners Close off the A420, where there are wide verges, which can be used, as generally parking can be difficult away from the main road. This is the highest point in south Gloucestershire and it is essentially arable land with lots of hedgerows and dry stone walls offering excellent birdwatching and a hot spot for Quail. 

Saturday 25 July - 12 hour Tally hunt


This is an opportunity to test your birding skills and knowledge of your patch or just join us for a social gathering in the evening to finish. It is hoped that many members will take part in the tally hunt; the rules are simple and flexible to include a wide range of participants, from those who would like to walk from home for a little while to those prepared to scour the whole area for 12 hours. Have a go, maybe for just an hour or so of intense summer birding! Even if you are not competing, do meet at The Priory pub in Portbury at 1800 hours to hear the results and enjoy the social.

a. The hunt is to take place in the old county of Avon

b. It will take place between 0600 hrs and 1800hrs

c. It can be undertaken individually or in teams up to four people.

d. The hunt can be done on foot, bicycle, car or public transport

e. Birds seen can be recorded on the Clubs’ checklist, available from Judy Copeland 

f. All birds must be seen. If only heard, mark the card with an ‘h’. Birds heard but not seen may be taken into account in the event of a draw

g. The hunt will end at 1800 hrs at The Priory pub, Portbury. If you are unable to attend the social please send your completed record card to Judy Copeland.

Please let Judy know if you are going to take part.

Sunday 09 August
Keyhaven, Hampshire    SZ 306915
      Leader: Jane Cumming       Tel: 0122 546 6691

Meet at 1000 hrs in the car park at Keyhaven Harbour. Go through Lymington in the New Forest, then head south to the coast.  Allow at least two hours for the journey from Bristol.  In Keyhaven the car park is opposite a pub and has public toilets.  There is a charge for parking, but early arrivals may be able to find a free space by turning left down the lane before you reach the car park.  We will walk along the sea wall to Keyhaven Marshes and possibly on to Pennington pools as well, a couple of miles each way but easy going on a level path. We hope to find an interesting selection of migrant waders, gulls, terns, and other coastal and saltmarsh species.  Depending on the receipt of any interesting news for the area, we may move on elsewhere in the afternoon, most likely to Christchurch Harbour / Stanpit Marsh.  This will be an all-day trip so bring lunch and either rain gear or suntan lotion and a hat, depending on the weather forecast.  Please think about car-pooling in view of the distance and parking charges; contact the leader in advance if you would like or can offer a lift.
TUESDAY FIELD MEETINGS

Meetings commence at 1000 hrs, and aim to finish at 1300 hrs.  Tuesday walkers please note that if the weather is bad and there is doubt that a walk will go ahead they should telephone the leader between 0800 hrs and 0830 hrs to confirm the position. 

Tuesday 23 June - Burnet / Elm Farm
ST 664654
Leader: Roger Palmer
       Tel: 0117 986 5639

From Keynsham take the B3116; turn right at the first Burnett road sign, left at junction, then right into the farm. From Bath, take B3116; fork left on farm drive as you enter Burnett. The farm is a ‘show farm’ under Defra’s Countryside Stewardship Scheme to encourage wildlife. Philippa will provide a ploughman’s lunch at moderate cost at the end of the walk for those wishing to stay. Last visit by the group was in June 2007.

Tuesday June 30 - Iron Acton                  ST 677836            Leader David Tombs                Tel: 0117 969 4716

A five mile walk with a few stiles but no hills and no time to hang about. Meet in the car park of the White Hart Inn (pre-orders for lunch from 0945) for prompt start at 1000 hours.

Tuesday 07 July - Velvet Bottom & Mendip   ST 505556      Leader: Geoff Harris                Tel: 0127 584 2093

From Bristol, take the A38 south to Churchill, turn left at traffic lights, first right up Burrington Combe, continue along and take first turning on the right by Paywell Farm, then first turning on the left. (Share cars if possible please). Meet at the small car park at end of lane, which runs alongside the Charterhouse Centre – not the Centre car park itself. A walk of approx four miles, fairly hilly.

Tuesday July 14 - Little Sodbury                ST 756834          Leader David Tombs               Tel: 0117 969 4716
A picnic day with breakaways for morning only walkers.

Park on wide roadside verge on Little Sodbury End road between Ivy Farm and Little Sodbury village. On A46 one mile north from Chipping Sodbury traffic lights, there is a sign-posted direct road to Little Sodbury.  From Chipping Sodbury take the Horton road across C.S. common then right to Little Sodbury End.  Walk is moderate to difficult with hills and stiles and about five miles in total.  Remember your picnic.

Tuesday 21 July - Swineford                           ST 691692        Leader: Stan Willmott            Tel: 0117 937 2772
Meet at the Swan Inn on the A431 Bristol to Bath road via Bitton. Park on the wide verge opposite the pub, or turn up before the pub to the picnic area car park behind the pub. Approx four miles, easy walking but some steps and a hill to start with.

Tuesday 28 July – Hillesley                             ST 767898         Leader: Hazel Willmott         Tel: 0145 429 4571

Meet at the Fleece Inn in the village for approx four mile walk. Turn left from the A46 Bath to Stroud road.  Nothing too strenuous with a few stiles. Last walked July 2007. 

WEEKENDS AND HOLIDAYS

Norfolk Weekend 13-15 November

This is a second reminder of a change of date for the Norfolk weekend away so please update your diaries and programme cards.

REPORTS OF FIELD MEETINGS

Tuesday 05 May - East Harptree

17 members met in the Forestry Commission car park on a dry, warm, fairly windy morning. From the start, the birds were in hiding and the only way to identify them was from their song - Blackbird, Willow Warbler, Chiffchaff, Blackcap and Song Thrush. We started to see them as we walked through a farm, including Swallow, Greenfinch, Pied Wagtail and a particularly good view of a Treecreeper. A Great Spotted Woodpecker was chipping in the background. As we came to the top of East Harptree we were greeted by screaming Swifts, in the same spot as last year, together with some Starlings. The only raptor seen high over the lake was a Buzzard. A total of 24 species was seen and heard.

                                                                                                Geoff Harris

Saturday 09 May – RSPB Otmoor, Oxfordshire

The two hour drive may have deterred more than the eight of us who met at the Otmoor RSPB site in Oxfordshire. Before we left the car park a pair of Cuckoos, playing follow my leader, flew over. We found the first of our ten warblers of the day – Garden, singing from the back of a flowering Hawthorn bush, with the Blackcap, Whitethroats, Willow and Chiffchaffs following before we’d even opened the gates of the reserve. The first of the grassed areas, with shallow pools, showed Wheatear, Greylag Geese, Little Ringed Plover, Lapwing and Redshank and an old brown Hare, unmoving in the green stalks. Hearing Grasshopper Warblers & Reed Buntings on our right, Turtle Doves on our left, and Red Kite above – the tempo was hot, like the weather (provided one was out of the wind). We finally mounted the banks to reveal the reed beds and wetland area. Cetti’s, Sedge and Reed warbled at us, the latter two emerging long enough for us to admire their red gorges and flickering tongues. The Turtle Doves beguiled us with song but not sight, while the flashing Swifts screamed, chased and quickly absented themselves when the Hobbies put in an appearance; we saw four, but seven were reported. Following a layover for lunch we walked to the screens on the North side of the reed beds, seeing Tufted Duck, Pochard, Moorhen, Coot and Great Crested Grebe, a total for the day of 55 species. Dragonflies identified: the Four-spotted Libellula and Common Blue Damselfly. What an amazing day out in the fresh air among the birds, great company, shared knowledge and a fine leader in Mike Johnson.                                                   Nick and Annie Hawkridge

Tuesday 12 May – BBQ and Nightingales

On a windy but dry evening 31 members invaded Hazel’s cottage garden on Inglestone Common for our annual BBQ despite the weather forecast. At 8.45pm we assembled outside to find six other members waiting to join us before Hazel guided the party to the far side of Lower Woods to listen to two, possibly three singing birds. It’s quite true that it’s possible for the Tuesday Walkers to be quiet when necessary! Another brilliant evening with many thanks to all who helped to organise the event, provided the refreshments and particularly thanks to Hazel and John for their warm hospitality.  Please can we have another one next year?                           Peter Holbrook
Folly Farm – 17th May 2009

Rough winds were certainly shaking the darling buds of May this morning, and I think that the leader was surprised when as many as six of us turned up at 9 am in the pouring rain. However, we set off on what turned out to be a very enjoyable walk round this AWT reserve, the rain stopping after a short time and holding off until the last few minutes. Woodland birds such as Garden Warbler and Blackcap were sorted out by song, and the adjoining hedges held both Lesser Whitethroat and Yellowhammer. The sunshine brought out a couple each of Buzzard and Sparrowhawk, and an obliging Kestrel perched at point blank range for us all to admire, the raptor tally being completed with a Red Kite circling over nearby Stanton Drew, presumably one of the many passing through the West Country at the time. It was not just birds – Early Purple Orchids and Bluebells were still in flower, and David showed us an extensive patch of Herb Paris, incidentally here flushing a Blackbird from a nest with four eggs, practically at ground level. It was impressive to see how the farm buildings had changed from their previous ruinous state, being now completely and sympathetically renovated, and it’s good to report that the trees donated by the BOC and planted by Club members twenty-odd years ago are still thriving. Many thanks to David Warden for a fascinating guided tour, full of historical as well as natural history interest.                             Ken Hall

Tuesday 19 May - Wick and Doynton

It was positively wintry at the start, many of the 20 members, led by Stan Willmott, wearing gloves and woolly hats. Blackcaps were singing and a Blue Tit emerged from a nest box as we entered Wick Golden Valley Nature Reserve, and soon we enjoyed one of the treats of the morning: a plump Dipper perched on rocks, contemplating a fast-flowing stretch of the River Boyd.  Some of us saw a second Dipper flying across the river. Song Thrush and Goldcrest were heard and Treecreeper seen before we reached the edge of the huge Wick Quarry, eerily silent and inactive, apparently hit by the recession.  The quarry's two resident Peregrine were both seen, perched on opposite sides of the quarry, but the usual Raven were not present. Coffee break above the quarry was extended as we huddled under bushes, sheltering from heavy rain, but eventually the sun actually shone. Later we saw a group of young Long-tailed Tit with their parents, as well as Swift, Jay, Green Woodpecker, Greenfinch and Kestrel. A total of 32 species in all.  Thank you Stan for an enjoyable walk (we forgive you the downpour!).
John Beaven

Friday 23 May – Frampton-on-Severn 

It was a fine, relatively still, late spring evening when 17 members met at the southern end of the Green at Frampton. The birds and the birdsong (particularly in the wooded areas) were on top form. At the first observation point, scanning the Boating Lake, two of our target species were immediately achieved – a Hobby and a Common Tern in flight, then two Terns seen at rest on the pontoon. The next, much smaller lake was currently home to a pair of Great Crested Grebe and their two, fairly advanced, stripy juveniles, together with a raucous Reed Warbler, heard but not seen. The species count moved up steadily towards a final pleasing total of 47 and included Kestrel, Buzzard, Peregrine, Green and Great Spotted Woodpecker and three varieties of geese, but these may have been part of the Frampton collection. The Nightingale, which was our third target, bubbled a few times but only briefly. This was sufficient for everyone to nod appreciatively in the silence. The reason for its understandable reticence was probably not the proximity of people but an Otter, which was seen to emerge from the undergrowth, nearby! As the Pipistrelle Bats began to circle from their roosts, the finale of the now darkening evening was a Little Owl, seen first in silhouette at the top of an old, distressed Pear Tree, then moving to a window gable, on to a fence and then to the top of a telegraph pole before disappearing away from us and the fading sunset, into the gloaming.  (Thanks to Phyl for leading)                                                               Phyl Dykes

Tuesday 26 May – Shapwick Heath

On a bright, sunny but very windy morning 24 members met at Ashcott Corner for a day’s birding at this very special area. After leaving the car park, passing Whitethroat, Sedge, Reed and Cetti’s Warbler singing despite the wind, we stopped at the first main lagoon to watch Greenshank, Redshank, Dunlin with summer black bellies, Ringed Plover, Lapwing and at least four duck species but no Otter. From the hide overlooking Noah’s Lake we noted Canada and Greylag Geese, Mute Swan, Swifts, nesting Cormorants but only one brief distant Hobby. On to the Meare Heath hide for the first KG moment of the day when a male Marsh Harrier majestically floated across the reed bed in front of the hide. Returning to the cars for lunch a Cuckoo was heard and we noted Black-tailed Godwits in the wader pool. In the afternoon we crossed the road to the RSPB Ham Wall Reserve and, with the wind dropping, out came the Hobbies treating us to a superb aerial display followed by our second KG moment of a Bittern flying just above the reeds. A brilliant day with 46 species recorded.                                  Peter Holbrook

Elan Valley Weekend   29-31 May
Having visited Elan Valley Lodge in May 2008 with another group I couldn't wait to get back there, so made a booking for BOC in 2009 for a minimum group of twelve people, just hoping that there would be a response.   Luckily 21 people wanted to come.   Incredibly the weather was fine, warm and sunny for the whole time!   Friday afternoon was spent walking from the dam at Caban-coch reservoir through Elan Village, up into the woods of the RSPB Carngafallt reserve and back round the turbine house to the Visitor Centre.   Not the best time of day, but Garden, Willow, Wood Warblers and Chiffchaffs obliged, with some calling from Redstarts and Pied Flycatchers and a lucky member even – accidentally - found a Wood Warbler's nest on the ground.  An evening wander up through the oak woods on the country road towards Llanwrthwl provided song from more warblers, a family of Nuthatches and a study of holes in trees.  Red Kites and Buzzards featured high during the whole weekend and Cuckoos were about. 

On Saturday the party split, with 13 people travelling 50 miles to the coast near Tywyn and the rest doing a walk close to the reservoirs.   En route to Tywyn, Robin took us along a bumpy track over the moorland near Staylittle where the most numerous species was Painted Lady butterfly – a real joy to be part of the “invasion” experienced all over the country. Skylarks were singing and the view was stupendous, described by one of the artists in our company as a cerulean blue wash!  An attempt to look at the Dovey estuary from Aberdovey was thwarted by lack of car parking space, so we went on up the coast to Broad Water just north of Tywyn.   Lunch beside the water provided distant views of Chough and other corvids, on the crag opposite, and then closer sightings of Shelducks and young, lines of gulls and Cormorants, a Curlew which turned into a Whimbrel, a Redshank, a Black-tailed Godwit, two Red-breasted Mergansers and a Sand Martin.  Walking down the river towards the sea we found some Ringed Plover and a Sanderling, but there was too much disturbance on the beach to find the terns and other seabirds present on the recce in April.  However, three of us risked the ire of our leader by dipping our feet into the blue, blue sea!  Next stop was Birds' Rock off the main road north east of Tywyn, which stands high above the road and holds a minimum of 51 Cormorant nests and at least four Choughs.  Ravens and a Peregrine were also seen here.   Scopes were slanted upwards and necks craned to view this inland wonder.  A Wheatear exactly matched the colouring of the stone wall beside the road.     
      Judy Copeland
A nice easy walk was promised for those who opted for the local trip. The walk took in moorland and woodland in the seven miles from Claerwen dam back to Elan Lodge. This brought us Whinchat, Stonechat, Wheatear, Meadow Pipit, Reed Bunting and an over-flying Cormorant. At the coffee stop we were entertained by a parachuting Tree Pipit. Later we added four Goosanders, several Grey Wagtail and a Common Sandpiper. Jean was able to improve our knowledge of fungi and flora by pointing out the tiny insectivorous Sundew and also the Butterwort with star-shaped leaves. She also took pleasure in showing a fungus which grows on cow manure.  Other upland species included the Lousewort, Tormentil and Bilberry.  It was during these forays that we nearly lost Jean to the bog, and she did call it some kind of mire but I lost the adjective.  In the woods we added the various warblers and summer visitors but also Jay, Goldcrest and the elusive Treecreeper spotted by Geoff. The Red Kites and Buzzards were out enjoying the beautiful sunny weather, just like us. A total of over 30 species for our efforts and a great walk as well. Thanks to Sue and Geoff for volunteering to lead.               Margaret Bulmer
After blueberry & apple tart and ice cream or spotted dick and custard, most people managed another pleasant evening walk beside the river, with Song Thrushes in song and showing well, but no Tawny Owls were heard during the weekend..

After checking out on Sunday, Robin devised a varied walk up through the oak woods, getting some more stunning views and song of warblers, Redstarts, Pied Flys and Great Spots, to the moorland of Carngafallt looking NE to Rhayader, where lunch was taken keeping a hopeful eye out for Merlin.  After a break in the shade at the Lodge, we drove along beside the three Elan reservoirs to view the dams (amazing structures built between 1893 and 1906 to provide water for Birmingham, with the third reservoir Claerwen started in 1946 and completed in the 50s).  The various carloads gradually dropped out and Robin's car stopped at the bird hide beside Caban-coch where we had a pleasing view of four Goosanders on the water, who had been displaced from their spit by a Heron.  A great weekend with excellent birds (81 species), spectacular scenery, wondrous weather and good company. Thank you Robin for your hard work in leading and to all of you for coming!                    Judy Copeland
CLUB NOTICES

BOC Yellow Pages Membership List   This will again be published in July.  Please let Judy Copeland know if:

 1.   You do not wish any or all of your details to be included.  If you do not respond, your details will be included.

 2.   Your details (address, phone, email) have changed /are about to change.

3. You do not wish to receive the membership list.

BOC Calendar There is a move afoot to devise a Club Calendar for 2010 using some of the amazing photos, which so many members take throughout the year. We should endeavour to have one photo per month and obviously each would need to be chosen with relevance to the season. Whilst ideally it would be nice to have photos within or close to our area we need not be limited to these. It would be wonderful to have a large selection to choose from so we invite anyone who is interested to send up to a maximum of three of their best photographs directly to Gordon Youdale (gordon.youdale@blueyonder.co.uk) before 31 July 2009. 

Birds Illustrated   Our Chairman, Roger White has an article on Brandenburg published in the Summer Edition of Birds Illustrated. This region of eastern Germany, borders on Poland, and under the title ‘Great Places to see Birds - Waiting to be Discovered’ he describes this bird-rich environment within easy reach of Berlin. It includes some fine accounts and photographs, and will be of particular interest to all club members who have joined him on his visits in recent years.
BTO Atlas.  The first breeding surveys have been done, and from June 1 observers will be covering the same tetrads for the second time. We have every hope of covering at least 95% of the 400 tetrads in the region by the end of July, leaving just a small mopping up exercise for the third year. Breeding has been proved for most common species in most ten-km squares, but this month and next will see a golden opportunity to get proved breeding evidence for the rarer and more elusive species. If you see or hear young in the nest, adults feeding young, or recently fledged juveniles of any of the less common species anywhere in the region please go on to the website, www.birdatlas.net and put in a Roving Record, or contact me direct Richardbland@blueyonder.co.uk 

Screaming Swift Survey   The survey form for the Screaming Swift survey is now available from me by e-mail or on paper. The objective is to get as many visits as possible on warm evenings after 7.30pm between June 15th and July 15th to as many sites around Bristol or other urban areas in the region to count low-level screaming Swift parties, and also to note those sites where there are none. Simple forms are available from me on-line or on paper, and those who sent in records last year have been contacted directly. I hope to establish the distribution of Swift colonies and, by counting the numbers in the screaming parties, to estimate the number of nesting pairs. Also I would be grateful for all records of known nest sites; Swifts are very site faithful, and will use the same site as the year before if possible. The RSPB is also conducting a screaming Swift survey this year.  Contact me on 0117 973 4828 or Richardbland@blueyonder.co.uk
Website   Don't forget to visit our website www.boc-bristol.org.uk. It has all the links you need for local birding as well as information about the club and its activities. Log into the Message Board and contribute to our online forum including latest sightings. Its use is increasing and we need as many people reporting as possible to give our members the best possible chance to see local rarities. Please keep your eye on the site, which has work ongoing and is developing all the time.

Receive “Bird News” by email.  If you would like to receive future copies of Bird News electronically, please email Richard Brown roserich.brown@tesco.net with your contact details and the title line “Email Bird News”.  We will continue to send you printed enclosures such as the Membership List, “Avon Bird Report” and “Bristol Ornithology”.

New Optical Shop at Chew Valley Lake.  London Camera Exchange now has a permanent shop at the Annex next to Chew Valley Lake teashop. Lakeside Optics replaces the first Saturday of month event and is open through the year on Thurs. Fri. Sat. 10am to 4.30pm. The shop number is 01275 332042. We are advised that BOC members will receive special prices, where possible, and part exchange is always welcome. The shop is being staffed by keen naturalists and birdwatchers who will try to give good advice on what to see around the lake. 

Exhibition of Coastal and Wildlife Paintings.  If you are in the Clevedon area before the end of June there is an exhibition at the Toll House Gallery, Clevedon Pier, which you may like to visit. The original watercolour paintings and Giclee prints are the work of Hilary Kington and inspired by visits to WWT Slimbridge, Bridgwater Bay Nature Reserve, the Bristol Channel, the Firth of Forth and the North Cornish Coast.
Avonmouth High Tide Times – June/July Weekends

27 Jun  1131  2347    04 Jul  0533  1801    11 Jul  1027  2239    18 Jul  0332  1613    25 Jul  1029  2245

28 Jun  1215  *****     05 Jul  0627  1852    12 Jul  1057  2308    19 Jul  0457  1733    26 Jul  1110  2325

All times are British summer time.

Subscriptions for 2009 were due on 01 January. - The rates have changed to:
Ordinary Members £14.00; Junior Members (under 18) and Full-time Students £7.00; Additional Family Members £4.00 per person. Senior Citizens or anyone suffering financial difficulties may pay at a reduced rate by arrangement if they wish. If you have not already changed the amount of your Standing Order, please could you now do so.  If you need a new Standing Order please phone your bank.  
	BOC  OFFICERS

Chairman   :   Roger White, 4 Church Avenue, Stoke Bishop BS9 1LD                                          0117 968 4207
                        roger.white4@ virgin.net

Secretary   :   Margaret Searle, 112 Eastfield Road, Westbury-on-Trym BS9 4AL                          0117 962 8701
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                       sdsayers@ yahoo.co.uk

Membership    Judy Copeland, 19 St George’s Hill, Easton-in-Gordano BS20 OPS                       0127 537 3554
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