[image: image1.jpg]Bird News

Monthly Newsletter of the Bristol Ornithological Club




BIRD RECORDS FOR JUNE 2009
               Published: July 2009
Important: The following are largely unchecked reports and not authenticated records.  All records refer to June unless otherwise stated.  The list follows the sequence of the British Ornithological Union.

Weather: 

1st-7th
a very warm first week, then cooler and unsettled with some heavy rain.

8th-14th
unsettled, some fine sunny days interspersed with rain

15th-21st
generally dry and sunny spells. It was breezy around 18th.

22nd-28th
very warm and humid except for rain on 26th.

29th/30th
remaining very warm and humid, some thunder.

Bird Summary: In a mixture of hope and desperation, members were reporting ‘returning birds’ as early as 10th June, well before the summer solstice.  WeBS count day at BL was on 13 June

Ducks:
The Ferruginous Duck remained at CVL and two Goldeneyes turned up here late on. An American Wigeon was found at Weston STW.

Herons & allies: A Little Bittern at Walton Heath (Somerset), a contender already for ‘bird of the year’. A Purple Heron was at Ham Wall, along with several Bittern sightings. A Cattle Egret turned up at BL, a 1st record for the lake.

Seabirds:
A few Manx Shearwaters and an Arctic Skua seen in the 3rd week during the windier spells.

Raptors:
Breeding Goshawk! There were yet more Red Kite sightings.

Waders:
Little Stint and Curlew Sandpiper on 7th were probably late spring migrants. Redshank and Curlew 
were on the comeback trail late on. Good numbers of Black-tailed Godwits remained at Slimbridge WWT. 

Passerines:
Many young birds such as Great and Blue Tits and others now out and about this month, quite an emergence of fledglings. We’re at the top of the breeding bell curve in June. Please continue to send in all records of all our various ‘unsung hero’ species even when they don’t get specific mention in main list. Think of them as ‘pixels’…..and the more pixels we get….the clearer the picture we will see in the county reports and the more ‘robust’ our data will be.

Others:
Two Turtle Doves at Clevedon on 4th.

COASTAL SITES

ASW  
 : Avonmouth Sewage Works
AW
: Aust Wharf 
BD    
: Brean Down                    

CW
 : Chittening Warth
OPS
: Oldbury Power Station
NP
: New Passage    
NW
 : Northwick Warth 
 PW
: Portbury Wharf
RPD  
: Royal Portbury Dock     
SB
 : Severn Beach
WSW
: Weston Sewage Works

Cl-Y
 :A general reference to the coastal strip from Clevedon, southwards to the Yeo Estuary including the Blind Yeo    Estuary and Kenn Estuary. (Specific sites mentioned for unusual sightings.)

Tidal Avon   : Shirehampton to Cumberland basin (main site Sea Mills harbour).

Severnside: A general reference to the coastal strip from Aust Warth southwards to Chittening Warth, in particular, the main sites at Northwick Warth, New Passage and Severn Beach.

INLAND SITES

BG
      : Barrow Gurney Reservoir   BL
: Blagdon Lake
 BLR 
: Backwell Lake Reserve

Ched Res: Cheddar Reservoir
CVL 
: Chew Valley Lake
GWR  
:Greater Westhay Reserve     
The Levels: A general reference to areas of the Somerset levels, in particular the main sites at Catcott Lows, GWR, Meare Heath and Shapwick Heath. Specific sites are mentioned for noteworthy sightings

NB. Species marked with * are Description Species (Avon): In this month’s list:- American Wigeon, Ferruginous Duck, Red-legged Partridge, Grey Heron, Red Kite, Goshawk, Turtle Dove.

If not already done so, please send descriptions to the county recorder asap, either to avonrecorder@googlemail.com or John Martin, 34 Cranmoor Green, Pilning, south Glos BS35 4QF

MUTE SWAN
Several breeding pairs reported here and there. One pair with seven well grown cygnets present at PW. The Portishead marina count was 24 birds on 1st. At BLR, 18 birds on 29th.

GREYLAG GOOSE
One bird was seen at BL on 13th.

CANADA GOOSE
Plenty to be seen at CVL/BL and smaller groups at other places, including goslings. BL count was 64 birds

BARNACLE GOOSE
Six birds were present at CVL (Herriots) on 8th, four adults and two goslings

SHELDUCK
Many broods were beginning to appear at the estuary sites from Slimbridge to Clevedon. At Bridgwater Bay, there was the usual summer moult gathering with around 300-400 birds in attendance by the end of the month.

MANDARIN DUCK
At least three broods were noted at Dodington Lakes on 19th (JTu), a total of 12 adults and eight ducklings. One bird seen at Camerton (Limestone footpath) on 7th.

WIGEON
Two lonesome Billies were left at Slimbridge WWT on 7th, their mates shouldn’t re-appear until late August at the earliest.

AMERICAN WIGEON*   One bird considered to be this species was seen and photographed at Weston STW on 6th (per westonbirds). A potential 5th Avon record if accepted, our last one was May 1988

GADWALL
One brood noted at CVL on 13th.

TEAL
A male bird re-appeared at ASW on 17th and was present to 30th on the square pond. Six birds were present at Slimbridge WWT on 21st.

MALLARD
The BL count was 132 birds on 13th. Good numbers at New Passage on several dates, 
max.100 birds on 17th.

GARGANEY
Delayed report: two pairs were present in ideal breeding habitat at PW 17th March to 10th April. Much pair bonding and displaying was seen and the birds looked very settled and observers were very hopeful. Despite regular checking, no young have emerged so no cigars to hand out.

PINTAIL
A bird in advanced moult was seen at Slimbridge WWT on 7th.

SHOVELER
None present on WeBS count day at BL. Four birds were noted at OPS on 1st and three 
‘returning’ birds were seen at PW on 23rd.

POCHARD
Seven birds counted at BL on 13th. Two female birds present at Weston STW 22nd-30th 
were presumed returning birds
FERRUGINOUS DUCK*   The usual male bird was noted at CVL on a few dates. It was flirting with a female Pochard off Wick Green on 3rd.……..this is how hybrids occur.

TUFTED DUCK
The BL max. count was 72 birds on 13th. Good numbers were also present at ASW all month for the time of year, max.28 birds on 17th. There have been no reports of any broods emerging at PW pools to date, this water did well in 2008 with at least seven+ broods. At Hunstrete lake, ten birds on 19th, including four pairs.

SCAUP (hybrid)
A male type hybrid was seen at BL on 13th.
GOLDENEYE
One was noted at CVL, Herons Green on 18th and then two birds on 26th.
GREY PARTRIDGE
Two birds were seen at Portbury (Caswell lane) on 1st (BA). Avon records away from the Marshfield stronghold are quite uncommon.

QUAIL
Up to three birds were noted at our Marshfield stronghold on several dates. More unusually, one bird was noted at Compton Dando on 18th and another was heard singing at Slimbridge WWT on 25th.

LITTLE GREBE
Few reports and only one breeding record so far, pair with two chicks at PW.

GREAT CRESTED GREBE   At CVL, 135 birds were counted around the lake on 13th, but only three birds at BL on same day. Two birds were also noted at ASW (where nest building) and PW pools

MANX SHEARWATER   A few parties were noted around mid-month during some of the breezier spells. 33 birds noted off Steart on 18th and 14 birds off Clevedon next day. None were seen at our banker site at Severnside.

CORMORANT
Goldcliffe Ringing Group visited Denny Island (off Portishead) on 23rd as part of their bird monitoring programme. About 60 Cormorants have been colour-ringed (green ring with three white letters). If you seen any of these birds, please contact Richard Clarke at the e-mail address ‘Chykembro2@aol.com’. Many thanks.
BITTERN
Up to three birds were noted at Walton Heath (Ham Wall), no doubt ‘collateral sightings’ from the Little Bittern twitch.

LITTLE BITTERN
A silver bullet for the summertime blues…a fine adult male bird turned up at Walton Heath (nr Ham Wall) on 6th and was present up to 28th at least, attracting a steady stream of admirers. This little corner of Somerset is proving to be ‘Heron’ capital of the West Country.

CATTLE EGRET
One was found at BL on 8th (RMC). The bird is first site record for the lake. It was seen by 
several other local observers but not relocated on subsequent days. Apparently, it was 
more pleasing than finding a long lost copy of ‘Fly-fishing’ by JR Hartley.

LITTLE EGRET
Lots of scattered sightings, the best counts being six birds at Cl-Y on 7th and 17 birds off Stolford (Steart) on 18th (low tide count). At the West Huntspill breeding colony, c.20 arrivals and departures noted on 10th.

PURPLE HERON
One was reported at RSPB Ham Wall on 10th and later on 28th.

RED KITE*
We had another glut of sightings, in date order:- Portishead (1st), Staple Hill (3rd), Newton Park (3rd), Kingston Seymour (13th), M5 Hewish (13th), Walton-in-Gordano (17th), Durdham Downs (22nd), Compton Dando (26th)  and Gordano valley (27th).

MARSH HARRIER
Recorded only on 26th at the Shapwick area but presumably the usual birds were present also on many other dates.

GOSHAWK*
A pair bred at an undisclosed South Glos site, hatching three chicks. 

SPARROWHAWK
Only a few reports this month, noted only at OPS, Frampton Cotterell, New Passage, 
Horfield, Bristol city centre, Clevedon, Wrington and W-s-M

BUZZARD
Plenty of sightings of birds noted along the Failand ridge. Other received reports from OPS, Wrington, Rickford, Banwell, Winscombe, Redhill, Cross Moor, Felton, West Huntspill and Black Down.

KESTREL
Up to four birds at 14 sites, most records were from the north Somerset Congresbury-Tickenham area. Late July/August should see plenty of family parties out hunting.

HOBBY
There was a gradual tailing off of records with the passing of the main migration period. Some recently published data from the BTO birdtrack :- 70 birds were over the Somerset levels in early April, log on to http://blx1.bto.org/bt-dailyresults/results/s120-20-09.html for further information. Such gatherings seem to be a regular spring occurrence here in recent years. It may be that the habitat creation and protection carried out by the STNC and other bodies over many years is really starting to pay off now.
PEREGRINE
A pair bred inside Avonmouth docks (as in 2008).  Plenty of other coastal reports no doubt a few breeders in amongst them. Some birds have fledged and already left their nest sites.

WATER RAIL
One bird was flushed from a feeder stream at CVL, Heron Green on 25th.

COOT
BL count was 463 birds on 13th.

OYSTERCATCHER
Small numbers were dotted along the coast. A pair bred at PW pools (island), hatching two chicks but both appear to have disappeared before fledging.

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER One was noted at Slimbridge WWT (South Lake) on 7th.

RINGED PLOVER
It has been a rather disappointing breeding season for Ringed Plovers inside the docks this year. No pairs have been found at RPD at all. At Avonmouth, four pairs have bred, one pair hatched chicks but the other nests were either predated or deserted. All the birds nested on the gravel underneath the wind turbines and the birds seem totally unfazed by these installations. Advance notice: peak passage for RP’s in Avon is in August and the best spot is the shingle bank at Severn Beach around high tide. Something good in with the mixed wader flock is bound to turn up also. Well worth a few visits. 
GREY PLOVER   
A few birds were present at Slimbridge WWT early on, max. five on 8th.

LAPWING
No breeding records from Avon so far. Five birds at PW on 14th were thought to be returning birds.
KNOT
Single birds were recorded at Slimbridge WWT and Berrow,  both on 8th.

SANDERLING
Berrow continued to have good numbers early on with max.76 on 7th, then a rapid decrease until none after 13th. The Slimbridge WWT best count was also on 7th with 17 birds.
LITTLE STINT
One bird in breeding plumage was seen at Slimbridge WWT on 7th.
CURLEW SANDPIPER   Like ‘Little’, one bird noted in breeding plumage seen at Slimbridge WWT on 7th.
DUNLIN
Almost non-existent as to be expected for the time of year, best count was 30 birds at Severn Beach on 7th, possibly late passage birds (cf Little and Curlew Sandpiper).

RUFF
One bird was noted at Shapwick on 26th.

SNIPE
A single bird was seen at Shapwick on 26th

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT   Slimbridge WWT continued to enjoy good numbers, max.65 birds here on 10th and still 16 present on 25th. The only other coastal sightings were at Severnside with single birds at New Passage and Severn Beach on 14th. Inland, CVL had two birds on 13th/20th and a single on 18th/21st. At Shapwick, one bird present on 26th.

BAR-TAILED GODWIT
One bird was seen at Cl-Y on 4th and two birds were present at Berrow on 9th.

WHIMBREL
Up to three birds were noted at PW and Cl-Y 14th-16th. The PW birds were seen to fly inland and take a flight line down the Gordano valley instead of hugging the coast, obviously, they know of the short cut.

CURLEW
There was some re-appearance of birds along the coast from 20th onwards, the best count being 110 at Northwick Warth on 23rd.

SPOTTED REDSHANK   One bird was noted at Slimbridge WWT on 14th.

REDSHANK
Some returning birds were noted at the coastal sites from 13th onwards, especially at the Brue Estuary area where max.138 birds present on 21st. PW witnessed returning birds around 20th and a max.70 birds were here on 27th.

GREENSHANK
Single birds were noted at CVL, Heron Green on 3rd and at Cl-Y on 4th.

GREEN SANDPIPER
At Slimbridge WWT, autumn passage began on 10th with single birds noted on 10th/13th, then six birds on 25th and rising to eleven birds on 28th. PW had a single bird on 23rd.

COMMON SANDPIPER   There was a hint of returning birds on the coast in the last few days with one bird at PW on 27th and another present at Portishead 19th-28th. Two birds were at New Passage on 29th. Numbers should pick up dramatically in July/August.

TURNSTONE
A few birds were dotted along the coast, best single count was 17 birds present at Avonmouth docks on 14th.

ARCTIC SKUA
One bird was seen off Severn Beach on 14th.

MEDITERRANEAN GULL   Up to two birds noted at Severn Beach (4th), Weston STW (7th/13th), CVL (9th) and 


Berrow (7th/24th).

BLACK-HEADED GULL   Some flocks now starting to re-appear. The first ginger birds reported from 23rd.

YELLOW-LEGGED GULL   One bird was seen at CVL, Heron Green bay on 27th. 

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL   Circa 20-30 pairs were counted by the visiting ringing party on Denny Island 
(Portishead). It is odd that the neighbouring coastal sites between Severnside and 
Clevedon
only ever seem to record one/three birds at any given time. 
LITTLE TERN
One bird was seen off Severn Beach on 17th.

COMMON TERN
Some late influx with one bird at Burnham (Apex ponds) on 21st and four birds present at CVL on 26th.

TURTLE DOVE*
Two birds were seen at Cl-Y on 4th, a real rarity for our area these days.

CUCKOO
Six birds reported:- Slimbridge WWT (2) and singles at OPS, Walton Heath, Bleadon and 
Ched Res.

BARN OWL
Nesting birds recorded at Yatton, Nailsea and Wrington. The PW birds do not appear to have bred this year. One bird was also seen out and about at CVL on several dates.

LITTLE OWL
Up to three birds were recorded at Marshfield, Portbury Wharf, Wrington, Regil and Kingston Seymour.

TAWNY OWL
Noted at twelve sites. Young birds were seen at Ashton Court, CVL, Burrington Combe, Wrington and Yatton.

LONG-EARED OWL
One bird reported at the Ched Red locality on 13th/27th apparently but no other details at 
this time.

NIGHTJAR
Four birds seen at Rowberrow on 19th and another four birds noted at Stock Hill on 27th.  At least six birds noted at Black Down in the first week. Up to three birds also noted around Ched Red on 13th/27th.

SWIFT
The weather was too benign for any large flocks to be recorded. Best single count was 46 birds over Redland on 8th. Please note our ‘Screaming Swift Survey’ continues until 15 July. Many thanks to everyone who have taken part in this survey.

KINGFISHER
Noted at the following sites:-  OPS, New Passage, PW, Yatton, Willsbridge mill, Keynsham, Chewton Keynsham, Saltford, Siston brook and CVL and Chew Magna. There is usually some post-breeding dispersal of birds in late June-September, especially along the coast

GREEN WOODPECKER   Few records, reported from OPS, PW, Clevedon, Banwell, Paulton, Bishop Sutton, 
CVL, Clutton Saltford, Bath areas,  Claverton Hill and Chew Magna.

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER   Reported from CVL, Clevedon and Odd Down (Bath).

SAND MARTIN
There were some signs of early coastal passage with reports from Northwick Warth and Weston STW in the last week. The only breeding activity noted was that of a few birds in drainage holes at Batheaston (a traditional site).

SWALLOW
The best gathering reported was of 120 birds at OPS on 24th.

HOUSE MARTIN
Ten nests were counted at buildings around Poole’s Wharf (Hotwells). Four nests at Thornbury houses.

TREE PIPIT
One bird was reported at BD on 1st, seven present on Black Down on 8th.

ROCK PIPIT
Four pairs were seen feeding young in the Portishead area during the month.

YELLOW WAGTAIL
Two birds were seen at Portishead sea-front on 30th.

GREY WAGTAIL
Up to three birds noted at the usual sites, at CVL, Publow, Bath, Rickford, Compton Dando, Woollard, Willsbridge and the Cumberland basin area (floating harbour). One bird seen at Sand Bay on 25th was probably a migrant.

DIPPER
Noted at its usual haunts, single birds present at Compton Dando on 26th, Siston brook (Willsbridge Mill) on 8th and at Publow on 25th.

BLACK REDSTART
One turned up inside RPD on 7th. It was checked for over the next few days but could not be relocated.

REDSTART
Two birds were noted on the Mendips at Charterhouse on 14th.

STONECHAT
Three confirmed breeding reports, a pair with four young at Berrow on 9th and an adult with a juvenile at W-s-M on 9th. Ten noted on Black Down on 8th, including four juvenile birds.

CETTI’S WARBLER
Still some singing birds to be heard, noted at Chittening Warth, ASW, RPD, Banwell, Yatton, CVL and Bleadon levels.

GRASSHOPPER WARBLER
Two birds were noted at Ched Res area on 27th.

SEDGE WARBLER
 There was a good count of nine birds present at Chittening Warth on 13th.

REED WARBLER
There were plenty of birds around the area in small numbers. Best single counts were:- Slimbridge WWT ten; Chittening Warth 20; RPD industrial estate 15; Cl-Y ten and Yatton 21. One was seen and heard at Redland Green playing field on 4th and another at Fishpool Hill (Brentry) on 9th.

BLACKCAP
Hardly recorded at all but we all know that they are out there!

GARDEN WARBLER
Only two records:- a single bird present at Burnett on 8th. 

LESSER WHITETHROAT   Fewer records as birds fall silent. Noted at Slimbridge WWT (one on 21st) and at ASW (two on 1st).

WHITETHROAT
Best count received was ten birds at W-s-M on 9th.

DARTFORD WARBLER   None recorded by one observer doing his usual checks (2nd successive month running).

CHIFFCHAFF
Best count received was of 15 birds at OPS on 13th.

WILLOW WARBLER
13 singing males were counted on Black Down on 2nd.

GOLDCREST
There was an excellent count of eight birds present at Ozleworth Bottom on 21st (per birdtrack).

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER   Noted at PW (7th), Lower Woods (13th) and Charterhouse (14th).

PIED FLYCATCHER
One was reported on BD on 1st, same day as the Tree Pipit.

MARSH TIT
Two reports, that of a single birds seen at Lower Woods and Saltford, both on 13th.

NUTHATCH
Noted at a Clevedon garden on 22nd and another at a Banwell garden (all month). A probable migrant bird noted passing through Sand Point on 23rd. Other records were from Brockley Combe and the Claverton areas.

JAY
One bird was noted loitering about the Council House building in Bristol centre all month.

JACKDAW
There was a very large count of 300 birds at Iron Acton on 11th, a lot for the time of year.

RAVEN
A fair showing of birds, presumably family parties spreading out from their breeding sites. Recorded at the following areas:-Marshfield, Severnside, Avonmouth Docks, Brentry (Fishpool Hill), RPD, Hotwells, CVL, Rickford, Clevedon and Cross Moor.

STARLING
Many flocks of juvenile birds were noted at many places. It’s worth checking them for a sandy Rose-coloured Starling over the next couple of months.

SISKIN
Three birds were seen at Berrow on 14th and another over W-s-M on same day. Another three birds were noted at Sand Point on 23rd. Please note that summer records of Siskin in Avon are quite unusual so if you hear or know of anything, please let us know…..some breeding records would be grr…eat!

REDPOLL sp
One bird was noted heading north over Sand Point on 8th.


BULLFINCH
Recorded at Slimbridge WWT, Yatton, Clevedon, West Harptree and Puxton in very small numbers.

YELLOWHAMMER
Five birds were counted at Felton common on 17th. Recorded as ‘present’ at Norton 


Hawkfield and Norton Malreward but no numbers were given. Dave French found a few 
birds on his travels with up to six birds present at Tunley Hill, Corston Field, Clutton, Lox-
Yeo valley and Stratton on the Fosse…..…phew!

REED BUNTING
A few birds were reported here and there. Best count was nine (male) birds at Clevedon 


moor on 4th.

CORN BUNTING
Present in Marshfield area all month in varying numbers, max.count 16 birds on 17th.

Exotics:- A male bird, considered to be a Black-headed Weaver Ploceus Cucullatus was present at PW on 27th (he should have gone to SpecSavers). This was almost certainly a ‘hop off the boat’ bird as there were two recent ship arrivals into RPD from the Indian Ocean in that week. It has swapped a Baobab tree in Tsavo for the vast rolling plains and escarpments of our own Great Gordano Rift Valley.
Unsung heroes(also recorded):- Pheasant, Grey Heron, Moorhen, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Herring Gull, Stock Dove, Woodpigeon, Collared Dove, Skylark, Rock Pipit, Meadow Pipit, Pied Wagtail, Wren, Dunnock, Robin, Blackbird, Song Thrush, Mistle Thrush, Chiffchaff, Goldcrest, Long-tailed Tit, Coal Tit, Marsh Tit, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Jay, Magpie, House Sparrow, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Goldfinch and Linnet.

Many thanks to this month’s 30 contributors (including BirdTrack data):  R Angles, B Atkinson, R Bingham, D Brooke-Taylor, V Castle, F Collins, JF Copeland, D&N Cullen, RM Curber, M Dadds, P Evans, TL Ford, 
D French, MA Jackson, W King, BS Kirk, J McGreal, R Miles, R Palmer, D Playle, J&M Powell, T Riddle, 
L Roberts, J Thorogood, J Tully, D Warden, RJ White and SF Young.

Websites:

Many thanks and acknowledgements to the following websites:

Slimbridge WWT            
www.wwt.org.uk/centre/122/visit/slimbridge.html
Martyn Hayes                 
www.thebirdsofsouthgloucestershire.co.uk
Pete Hazelwood
             www.phazelwood.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk/OPS.htm
Paul Bowerman              
www.severnsidebirds.co.uk
Jason Williams               www.clevedon-portisheadbirds.com
Paul Bowyer                   www.birdlist.co.uk
Rich Andrews                 www.cvlbirding.co.uk
Rich Ford                        http://richardsbirdingdiary.blogspot.com/

Andy Slade/Paul Gay     http://berrowbirds.co.uk/birds.htm

Plus our own message board at www.boc-bristol.org.uk.

Bird Records edited by Steve Hale

Please send all July records to:

Steve Hale, 17 Priory Rd, Portbury, North Somerset BS20 7TQ

e mail: steve.hale@hotmail.co.uk

 to arrive no later than Monday 03 August 2009

(The electronic form is downloadable from our website (
www.boc-bristol.org.uk
Please note that paper reporting slips can be obtained from Geoff Harris (telephone 0127 584 2093).
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CLUB NEWS July 2009                                                                                            Compiled by Margaret Gorely

N.B. Items for the August newsletter, other than bird records, should be sent to Richard Brown  (address/email 4 York Avenue, Ashley Down, Bristol BS7 9LH -  roserich.brown@tesco.net) no later than 30 July.  It would be helpful to have items sent as an attachment on email if possible.  The Committee reserves the right to edit contributions where necessary.

NEW MEMBERS
Roger & Andrea Baynton
20 Isleys Court, Longwell Green, Bristol BS30 7DR

Nigel Chelton
45 Grove Park Terrace, Fishponds, Bristol BS16 2BL

FIELD MEETINGS

Newcomers to bird-watching are welcome and are encouraged to join any field meeting.  Please introduce yourselves to the leaders, as they are always willing to give help on identification and song when it is needed.  The Club wishes to encourage car sharing.  Would those who can offer lifts as well as those who require transport get in touch with the walk leaders in advance - please think carefully about whether you can help. Club members are reminded that on field trips they are responsible for their own safety and welfare.  Please be sure that you are appropriately attired and have suitable footwear.


NB Please note that this symbol is used to denote that a field meeting is potentially suitable for wheelchair users.  The particular circumstances of each meeting will need to be taken into account by the individual (i.e. steepness etc) and it is recommended that, if in doubt, they contact the meeting leader in advance to obtain more specific information.

Saturday 25 July - 12 hour Tally hunt 

This is an opportunity to test your birding skills and knowledge of your patch or just join us for a social gathering in the evening to finish. It is hoped that many members will take part in the tally hunt; the rules are simple and flexible to include a wide range of participants, from those who would like to walk from home for a little while to those prepared to scour the whole area for 12 hours. Have a go, maybe for just an hour or so of intense summer birding! Even if you are not competing, do meet at The Priory pub in Portbury at 1800 to hear the results and enjoy the social.

a. The hunt is to take place in the old county of Avon

b. It will take place between 0600 hrs and 1800hrs

c. It can be undertaken individually or in teams up to 4 people.

d. The hunt can be done on foot, bicycle, car or public transport

e. Birds seen can be recorded on the Club’s checklist, available from Judy Copeland 

f. All birds must be seen. If only heard, mark the card with an ‘h’. Birds heard but not seen may be taken into account in the event of a draw

g. The hunt will end at 1800 hrs at The Priory pub, Portbury. If you are unable to attend the social please send your completed record card to Judy Copeland.

Please let Judy know if you are going to take part.

Sunday 09 August
Keyhaven, Hampshire    SZ 306915
      Leader: Jane Cumming       Tel: 0122 546 6691

Meet at 1000 hrs in the car park at Keyhaven Harbour. Go through Lymington in the New Forest, then head south to the coast.  Allow at least two hours for the journey from Bristol.  In Keyhaven the car park is opposite a pub and has public toilets.  There is a charge for parking, but early arrivals may be able to find a free space by turning left down the lane before you reach the car park.  We will walk along the sea wall to Keyhaven Marshes and possibly on to Pennington pools as well, a couple of miles each way but easy going on a level path. We hope to find an interesting selection of migrant waders, gulls, terns, and other coastal and saltmarsh species.  Depending on the receipt of any interesting news for the area, we may move on elsewhere in the afternoon, most likely to Christchurch Harbour / Stanpit Marsh.  This will be an all-day trip so bring lunch and either rain gear or suntan lotion and a hat, depending on the weather forecast.  Please think about car-pooling in view of the distance and parking charges; contact the leader in advance if you would like or can offer a lift.

Saturday 05 September – Chittening/Severn Beach

Details next month.

TUESDAY FIELD MEETINGS

Meetings commence at 1000 hrs, and aim to finish at 1300 hrs.  Tuesday walkers please note that if the weather is bad and there is doubt that a walk will go ahead they should telephone the leader between 0800 hrs and 0830 hrs to confirm the position. 

Tuesday 21 July – Swineford
ST691692
Leader: Stan Willmott
 Tel: 0117 937 2772
Meet at the Swan Inn on the A431 Bristol to Bath road via Bitton. Park on the wide verge opposite the pub, or turn up before the pub to the picnic area car park behind the pub. Approx four miles, easy walking but some steps and a hill to start with.

Tuesday 28 July – Hillesley
ST767898
Leader: Hazel Willmott
 Tel: 0145 429 4571

Meet at the Fleece Inn in the village for approx four mile walk. Turn left from the A46 Bath to Stroud road.  Nothing too strenuous with a few stiles. Last walked July 2007. 

Tuesday 04 August – Failand South
ST514720
Leaders: Maureen & Bill Dobie
 Tel: 0127 584 7183
A new walk. Meet in the car park of the Failand Inn which is on the B3128 Bristol to Clevedon road on the left hand side about three quarters of a mile after the traffic lights at the intersection with Beggar-Bush Lane (B3129) and just after the crossroads at the end of the residential area. Please park on the gravel at the top of the car park starting from the far corner. Three and a half miles, mainly flat walking, no steep hills and only six stiles.

Tuesday 11 August – Iron Acton
ST677836
Leader: Peter Holbrook
 Tel: 0117 962 3536
Meet in the car park of the White Hart Inn in the High Street. A different walk from the 30 June walk. Mainly level, four miles with a few stiles. 

Tuesday 18 August – Stanton Drew
ST598632
Leader: Stan Willmott
Tel: 0117 937 2772

Meet at the Druid Arms car park for a walk of approx four miles with hills, mud and stiles. Returning back through Chew Magna.

Tuesday 25 August – Priddy
ST528508
Leaders: Maureen & Bill Dobie
Tel: 0127 584 7183

Meet at the Queen Victoria pub for a walk on the Mendips of some four and a half miles. One short steepish hill and it may be muddy after recent rain. A few stiles.

WEEKENDS AND HOLIDAYS

Norfolk Weekend 13-15 November

This is a second reminder of a change of date for the Norfolk weekend away so please update your diaries and programme cards.

REPORTS OF FIELD MEETINGS

Tuesday 02 June – Stone

On what proved to be the hottest day of the year to date, birdsong and contact calls were ever present as families of fledglings demanded to be fed. 15 members discovered 30 species during the first hour as they meandered with the Little Avon, noting Little Egret and Grey Heron, Mute Swan and Moorhen, Reed Warbler and a clutch of fairly advanced young Mallard constantly staying ahead of the watchers. Beautiful Demoiselle Damselflies and Painted Lady Butterflies were a pleasant distraction and a dead but still attractive Slow-worm added to the interest. Buzzard appeared regularly but only singles of Sparrowhawk and Kestrel. Just a few Fallow Deer were seen resting in the shade of the grand avenue of Horse Chestnuts of Whitcliff Deer Park but the lunch spot was also the hunting area of a family of three Great Spotted Woodpecker, with a Nuthatch above and a Treecreeper nearby. The circuit was completed across meadows and fields coursed by Swallow, through still sticky bridle paths lined with glorious wild flowers and a final total of 46 bird species agreed.   (Many thanks to Phyl for leading)
                                                                                                                                                                  Phyl Dykes

Friday 05 June- Gordano Valley

It was dull with rain threatening so I was delighted when 15 members turned up, including several new members. Not surprisingly birds were few and far between so as we walked I talked about habitat changes in the valley and gave a brief description of the Buzzard territories there. We did see Buzzard and the usual common species. Some just managed to hear Reed Warbler song and a Reed Bunting sang well but was on the far side of the bush we were standing next to. We also heard Blackcap and Willow Warbler. A Stock Dove was spotted but it managed to disappear before most had found it. The tally of species was a meagre 23, even so all enjoyed a pleasant evening walk and the rain did not fall. After most had departed in their cars (in Harley Lane) two bats appeared hawking along the hedge and bushes, one large, the other small. After some research I reckoned they were Serotine (large) and a Whiskered Bat (small), but I could be wrong!                                               Robin Prytherch

Tuesday 09 June – Hawkesbury Upton

Greenfinch, C. Dove, Jackdaw and Starling were on my list before the 25 of us, led by Stan Willmott, left the car park of the Beaufort Arms. It was a chilly start but along the road through the village towards the Somerset Monument several more species were added to the list, Swift, Swallow and Buzzard among them.  Passing the monument, which was built in 1846 in memory of ‘Battle of Waterloo’ General Robert Somerset, Stan took us further down the road and then onto a path through a wood and into a valley, adding Wren, Song Thrush, Goldcrest and Yellowhammer on the way.  A couple of Dabchicks made very brief appearances above water at a pond and some of us had a very brief glimpse of a Green Woodpecker flashing by.  On a small lake at Lower Kilcott were Mute Swan, Moorhen and Tufted Duck, and Pied Wagtail and House Martins flew around a nearby house. From there it was the long, uphill haul back to the Beaufort and, as it had become considerably warmer, it was not long before coats and jumpers were found to be superfluous. We had 35 bird species on the list with little worthy of special interest but the walk itself was splendid.  Thanks Stan.  


                David Tombs

Sunday 13 June – Exmoor

Just four members met at Webber’s Post car park on a glorious early summer’s morning. We first walked along the quiet woodland-fringed roads above Luccombe and soon encountered two of the special birds of this area. A fluty “tuh” followed by a shivering trill indicated the presence of Wood Warbler and the bird was soon located in the canopy of an oak. Then a pair of Pied Flycatchers were busy in an adjoining oak flying back to a natural hole and not to a nest box, which would have been a more familiar sight. The three little protruding heads was an engaging scene. It was nice to hear Goldcrest after reports of a bad winter for this little bird. It was also good to catch up with Spotted Flycatcher, which also seems to be down in number this year. We had already heard one or two Blackcaps so it was nice to compare the longer more jumbled song of the Garden Warbler. A pair of Grey Wagtails dashed to and fro along part of Horner Water and a splendid male Redstart gave a good view. A little flock of Siskins were first heard and then seen in a more coniferous part of the wood. After lunch we made our way to Chetsford Water, which soon produced a smart male Whinchat on top of small tree. A Cuckoo and Skylarks were heard as we made our way down the valley. We searched in vain for Ring Ouzel but even more reason to return to this beautiful location. Many thanks to Jane Cumming for her ever enthusiastic leadership.











               Mike Johnson

Tuesday 16 June- Sand Bay

Our leader Peter Holbrook took the trouble to turn up to wish the 14 walkers well and to hand over to Margaret Gorely as he had to return home. What a splendid picnic walk it was, enhanced by blue skies, a cooling breeze and a ridge of cotton wool clouds over South Wales.  It was easy to be sidetracked by the sweeping views and masses of wild flowers, including Ox-Eye Daisies and Mullein.  As we walked up on to the headland we heard Blackcap, Chiffchaff, Meadow Pipit and Skylark.  Then came one of our first sightings - a lone Little Egret flying over the mudflats - the tide was right out.  The mudflats also yielded a pair of Shelducks and an Oyster Catcher. We saw a pair of Willow Warblers and, unexpectedly, a Green Woodpecker before having great views of three Goldfinches on bushes, a Linnet displaying its crimson patches and a Stonechat with food for its young.  A Cormorant flew below us and a Rock Pipit was seen.  After midday things went quiet but we did later see Whitethroat, a singing Dunnock and a distant Buzzard and Kestrel.  Twenty-seven species in all.  Thank you, Margaret, for deputising.
   John Beaven
Tuesday 23 June - Burnet/Elm Farm

On a hot and humid day, 24 members met at Elm Farm, which is a “show farm” under Defra’s Countryside Stewardship Scheme. We were greeted by “moth” enthusiasts who had trapped 83 different moths overnight and allowed us to observe some before their release. As we walked round the farm Philippa Paget, the farmer, explained how the land was managed for wildlife. Several different seed mixtures were sown to encourage birds. and insects. Several farmland birds were seen – Linnets, Yellowhammers and Skylarks but the real stars were the Kestrels. Overhead a male kestrel mobbed a buzzard while the female Kestrel was sitting in the nesting box provided with two youngsters either side of her. The kestrel box was situated immediately above one for Barn Owls- the two birds somehow managing to avoid each other by having different hunting times. In the fields we also saw Orchids, elusive grass Vetchlings and Roger pointed out a badger hole recently dug to get the honey from a bumble bee nest. 24 bird species were seen altogether. Thank you to Roger Palmer for leading the walk and Philippa for the excellent Ploughman’s lunch.       



                           Alison Harling

Sunday 28 June – Arne RSPB and Wareham Forest

We never could quite decide whether the tide was rising or falling, but there was plenty of mud in Poole Harbour, much of it home to large families of baby Shelducks.  The eight members who met at Arne headed out across the purple heather towards the hides overlooking Middlebere and Brownsea Island searching for birds of heath, woodland and shoreline.  The day was overcast but mild – good walking weather.   

The heath afforded glimpses of Dartford Warblers only to a lucky few but we all saw families of Stonechats and a Green Woodpecker or two, and we recorded many common woodland species although singing warblers and Nuthatch mostly declined to show. However, photogenic groups of Sika deer kept the snappers happy.

The harbour held Little Egrets in double figures, Curlews, Redshanks and over 140 Black-tailed Godwits which were presumably summering non-breeders; very few of them were showing much red plumage so perhaps they were mainly first-year birds.  A candidate for Yellow-legged Gull made off before we stopped to train a ‘scope on it.  We were entertained over our lunches by a Sandwich Tern and then a Common Tern plunge-diving enthusiastically right in front of the hide.

Having walked most of Arne by around 2 p.m., we moved on to Lawson Clump in Wareham Forest to try for better views of Dartford Warbler.  We were delighted to chance on a group of Siskins feeding in pines near the car park, and even happier to watch a Woodlark calling from an unusual perch on a fence post.  Finally, in an unlikely area of quite sparse gorse, we had great views of a family of Dartford Warblers feeding actively and often in clear sight.  With fewer visitors than Arne, the forest here is a great place to find some of our rarest heathland birds.   My day-list amounted to 42 species and I dare say I missed a few.                                                               Jane Cumming
Tuesday 30 June - Iron Acton
 Hot and humid conditions deterred many people so just eight of us set off from the White Hart, led by David Tombs.  As we left the car park, we saw a House Martin feeding its second-brood in a nest under the eaves of the pub, the young heads poking over the rim of the nest.  In a diversion, we visited Cherry Lodge Farm where the owner collects various breeds of sheep, hens and ducks, including Teal, Smew, Shelduck, and an extraordinarily long-necked bird which looked like a bizarre cross between Mallard and Grey Heron (not added to the list, of course!).  Back on the walk, we saw several immature birds, including a heavily-speckled Robin with no sign of a red breast, and a young Buzzard calling loudly as it flew low over our heads in a lane. In the sultry, overcast weather, many birds seemed to prefer the cool of trees and we heard almost as many species as we saw, among them singing Wren, Blackcap and Song Thrush. Several Collared Dove were on view, as well as a large mixed flock of Rook and Jackdaw. Total number of (legitimate) species, 24.  Thank you for pre-walking and leading, David.     




                                                                                 John Beaven

Peregrine Watch 2009 

The Avon Gorge Peregrines produced only two chicks. One, a male, was very small and undeveloped and unfortunately died but its much larger stronger sister fledged successfully. The first watch weekend, which coincided with the Bristol Festival of Nature, was hampered by the weather but still visitors to the site were able to observe plenty of activity by the adult birds.  During the Sunday watch on 7 June the adults were observed bringing an earlier kill across the Gorge to the nest site.  A heavy rain storm halted the watch briefly but on the whole a very good first watch weekend.  Prior to the second watch weekend I was informed that the chick had fledged and was now flying around the Gorge with the two adults. On Saturday 20 June the watchers and the many visitors to the site had views of the juvenile perfecting its flying skills staying quite close to its parents. Sunday 21 June allowed the visitors to the site to observe the juvenile and the two adult birds sitting in the trees on the opposite side of the Gorge. They were also witness to two dramatic chases by the adult birds on passing pigeons which culminated in successful kills and the passing of food from the adult bird to the juvenile. Many thanks to those members who helped with the watch this year and to the many others who supported us by visiting the watch site.  All were rewarded with some wonderful exciting views of Peregrine Falcons.

.         
    Charles Stapleton
This year’s watchers:  Judy Copeland, Jeanette Maxwell, Margaret Swatton, Cecile Gillard, Phyl Dykes, Kay Lambert, Richard Bland, Sue Sayers, William Earp, Peter Holbrook, Ray and Margaret Bulmer, Melissa May, Geoff Harris, Mandy Lievers, Barry  Gray, Ed Drewitt, Margaret Gorely, Lois Pryce, Gordon Youdale, Brenda Page, Chris Perry, Charles Stapleton

Bristol Festival of Nature   Once again the Club joined many other wildlife and conservation organisations in Millennium Square at this popular annual event. The Club stand was visited by a large number of people over the two days, many of who showed much interest in the Club’s activities. It is hoped that some will be encouraged to join us. With thanks to the following who helped at the stand during the weekend. Richard Brown, Bob Buck, Phyl Dykes, Margaret Gorely, Michael Haines, Alison Levinson, Jean Oliver, Brenda Page, Chris Perry, Sue Sayers, Charles Stapleton, Christine and Roger White, Gordon Youdale.                                                       Mike Johnson
MEMBERS CONTRIBUTIONS
East Germany May 2009.

Four club members recently returned from a short exploration of the valleys of the Elbe and Oder Rivers. Among the many highlights were displaying Lesser Spotted Eagles, Thrush Nightingales, River and Barred Warblers and a Black Stork at its nest. Some excellent photos by Nick Ayers and Gordon Youdale are included in the report which has just been added to the BOC website. Nick also photographed some dragonflies – one of which is included.  If you can identify it without reference to a field guide, well done! 

                 Roger White

Murder in suburbia
Violent death came to our peaceful suburban garden in Weston, Bath, one Sunday on a glorious Spring morning. 

It was heralded by a Blackbird's alarm call and frantic, squawking House Sparrows in a hedge.  Then a female Sparrowhawk swooped down in front of me on to the lawn, clutching a struggling Starling.  The Sparrowhawk, clearly ravenous, took the unfortunate bird to the ground under a Viburnum bush and began to demolish it.  I was just eight feet away.  I waved my wife into the garden.  We crept to within 18 inches as the Sparrowhawk removed the Starling's feathers before tearing at the flesh and gulping it down. 

We began by whispering in amazement but after ten minutes we started to talk normally and to move even nearer to take a photograph.  Still the Sparrowhawk, normally so secretive and wary, ignored us and continued breakfast.  Finally, the meal over, it glanced up, glared at us with its piercing yellow eyes, and darted away. It was Nature in the raw - a rare chance to be virtually within touching distance of a magnificent hunter.      John Beaven
A Visit to Lundy Island.  

Back in February we read a newspaper article about Lundy and decided that a day trip in the summer would make an exciting and interesting excursion.

Of course, making arrangements so far in advance meant that we had no idea what sort of weather we would encounter but we were to learn from fellow passengers that the Lundy Island Company can be very flexible regarding cancellations.  As we assembled on Bideford Quay at 7.15 am that morning it was bright and sunny with a light easterly breeze. We sailed promptly at 8 and were soon cruising past the picturesque waterside homes of Appledore and across Bideford Bar into open water.

The smooth two-hour trip was enlivened with sightings of Gulls, Gannets and Manx Shearwaters in flight with the occasional Guillemot sitting on the water. Lundy Island appeared out of the fine weather haze and, as our distance from the shelter of the mainland increased, so the easterly breeze strengthened. By the time we reached the island it was really quite strong and the swell forced us to linger around the southern cliffs for an hour while the tide fell sufficiently to permit an approach to the landing quay in the south-east corner. For a birdwatcher though that was ideal because we were entertained throughout this time by a constant procession of birds: Shags, Gannets, Kittiwakes, Fulmars, Guillemots, Razorbills and, what everyone was keen to see, Puffins, were all present in good numbers and all giving excellent views.

Eventually conditions were deemed to have improved sufficiently for us to attempt a landing but when we left the shelter afforded by the cliffs we were amazed at how cold and windy it had become. MS Oldenburg battled her way back round to the eastern shore through mounting seas and some passengers looked decidedly unwell. It really did not look as if we would be able to land and I recalled hearing of day trips that failed to get people ashore after making the crossing. Nevertheless the crew did get us alongside the pier and eventually we were able to get ashore via a gangplank that moved alarmingly as one passenger at a time made a dash for the stability of dry land.

We paused in our climb up the road from the pier to admire a Peregrine that flew along the cliff and obligingly lingered over our heads. In the village, people were piling into the Marisco Tavern so we set off to find a secluded place to have our picnic lunch. It wasn’t long before we settled down on the grass to eat and, as we did so, Meadow Pipits and Skylarks sang all around us. The original plan had been to walk to the north of the island where we understood most of the seabird colonies were situated but, having seen them all so well already, we confined ourselves to exploring the southern areas in the four hours or so available to us. To be honest, we didn’t find much birdlife at all and it was a bit of a long shot to expect the Red-breasted Flycatcher, reported in the Millcombe Valley last month, to have lingered into late June; but we did look and we drew a blank!  Our second sighting of Wheatear confirmed that breeding had taken place this year when an adult was observed feeding a juvenile. Around the village buildings Swallow, House Sparrow, Starling and Collared Dove were predictable.  Elsewhere on the island Chiffchaff, Linnet, Goldfinch and Wren boosted my day list to 35.  I am sure that a month earlier a visit would bring the chance of more exciting birds than those found in June and a prolonged stay at any time would also bring the advantage of being able to go birding in the early morning. Nevertheless, even a day trip in June is worth it for the views one gets of the sea birds alone.  As we lined up on the pier to board the Oldenburg for our return journey, a grey seal poked his head out of the water as if to say good-bye.

My copy of ”Where to watch birds in Devon & Cornwall”, published in 1997, says that the construction of a pier may ease the difficulties associated with landing visitors on a beach that is exposed to easterly winds. After our own experience we find it almost impossible to envisage any landing there before the pier existed! 


       John Thorogood 

Further details from www.lundyisland.co.uk ; bird details can be obtained by visiting www.lundybirds.org.uk )  

CLUB NOTICES

BOC Yellow Pages Membership list   The 2009 Membership List is enclosed with your Bird News, except for those members who specifically requested not to receive a copy.  Please note the instructions for the use and disposal of this list to comply with data protection rules.   Members receiving Bird News by email will receive a copy in the post.  Thanks are due to Jean Lay for producing the list again this year.
BOC  committee   We meet every month, usually about two weeks before publication of Bird News and club members are very welcome to come to one of our monthly meetings. Committee members’ names are on the back of the programme card and you will see that three members are due to retire at the end of this year. We always welcome recommendations or approaches from members themselves who might be interested in joining the committee. Please get in touch with one of us if you would like to hear more.                                 Roger White
BOC Calendar   The plan to produce a Club Calendar for 2010 has received a disappointing response so far. This is a shame because it is a perfect answer to your worries about Christmas presents. We know that a lot of members take excellent photographs and we would like to include some of your best in a calendar. Ideally each month will have a photo relevant to the season and whilst it would be nice to have reasonably local pictures that is not a necessity. It would be wonderful to have a good selection to choose from so once again we invite you to send up to a maximum of three of your best photographs directly to Gordon Youdale (gordon.youdale@blueyonder.co.uk) preferably before 31 July 2009. 

Sightings Page on the website    The Club has just launched a ‘recent sightings’ page on the website. It provides an up to date commentary of ‘what is about’.  The intention is to update it every day if possible and we hope and expect members to find it a valuable addition. 
We are grateful to the local websites for allowing us to share their information but it is important that individual members send in their sightings. So if you see anything about whilst you are out birding, please drop the 'sighting page' contact an e-mail and we'll get it posted straightaway. It will be fine if you want to add a photo. Anything you send in will be kept for use in our Bird News bulletin at the end of each month. This of course means that if you have submitted records to the new sightings page, you don't have to duplicate and send that record again for Bird News. All records are stored on our central bird file, and passed on for the County Report at the end of the year. You can find the sightings page by logging on to www.boc-bristol.org.uk. On the home page click on the 'sightings' button in the bottom left hand corner of the screen. Comments on this new page and on the website in general are very welcome, and can be sent to roger.white4@virgin.net in the first instance.

Birds Illustrated Magazine   The club has been given some back copies of this magazine spanning 2003 to 2007. If anyone is interested, they are available for collection. Contact Roger White – details below. 
Volunteer wanted   Lawrence Weston community Farm is looking for some assistance with bird identification for their visitors and volunteers. Chris Stone has helped out and found it a very rewarding visit and they were very appreciative of his help. If other members would be prepared to help by even making one visit please get in touch and I can provide further information.                






Roger White                                                                                   
Receive “Bird News” by email.   If you would like to receive future copies of Bird News electronically, please email Richard Brown roserich.brown@tesco.net with your contact details and the title line “Email Bird News”.  We will continue to send you printed enclosures such as the Membership List, “Avon Bird Report” and “Bristol Ornithology”.

Autumn Migration in the Straits of Gibralter.
2 places only remain for a small group tour (5 BOC members to date) to Andalucia and the Straits of Gibraltar with Spanish guide Santiago Villa of Spainbirds: Saturday 5th to Sat 12th September to key migration locations including Tarifa and Algeciras watchpoints, Los Lances Beach, Los Alcornocales Natural Park etc. Storks, masses of Raptors, Swifts- Little and White-rumped plus waders and a wide variety of passerines. For more information contact Len Clark on 0117 968 5803 or email:  lenclark1@blueyonder.co.uk

New Optical Shop at Chew Valley Lake. London Camera Exchange now has a permanent shop at the Annex next to Chew Valley Lake teashop. Lakeside Optics replaces the first Saturday of month event and is open through the year on Thurs. Fri. Sat. 10am to 4.30pm. The shop number is 01275 332042. BOC members will receive special prices, where we can, and part exchange is always welcome. The shop will try to give good advice on what to see around the lake being staffed by keen naturalists and birdwatchers.

Avonmouth High Tide Times – August Weekends

01 Aug  0354  1630    08 Aug  0409  1625    15 Aug  0139  1413    22 Aug  0400  1617    29 Aug  0124  1410

02 Aug  0506  1737    09 Aug  0442  1650    16 Aug  0305  1551    23 Aug  0442  1655    30 Aug  0316  1604

All times are British summer time.

Subscriptions for 2009 were due on 01 January. - The rates have changed to:
Ordinary Members £14.00; Junior Members (under 18) and Full-time Students £7.00; Additional Family Members £4.00 per person. Senior Citizens or anyone suffering financial difficulties may pay at a reduced rate by arrangement if they wish. If you have not already changed the amount of your Standing Order, please could you now do so.  If you need a new Standing Order please phone your bank.  
	BOC  OFFICERS

Chairman   :   Roger White, 4 Church Avenue, Stoke Bishop BS9 1LD                                          0117 968 4207
                        roger.white4@ virgin.net

Secretary   :   Margaret Searle, 112 Eastfield Road, Westbury-on-Trym BS9 4AL                          0117 962 8701

Treasurer   :   Sue Sayers, Coach House Cottage, 1B Meadows Close, Portishead BS20 8BU     0127 581 4216

                       sdsayers@ yahoo.co.uk

Membership    Judy Copeland, 19 St George’s Hill, Easton-in-Gordano BS20 OPS                       0127 537 3554

Secretary   :    judy.copeland@ tiscali.co.uk
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