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Gen. Douglas MacArthur: Thayer Award Acceptance Address

In General MacArthur’s speech, he defined basic character, American man-at-arms, and the conditions soldiers have to go through and still remain so loyal to their corps.  Duty, Honor, and Country thrived throughout his entire presentation. Those three things build basic character, which he believed was for a person to essentially be strong in stature, yet still express emotion, to keep an open mind and keep to true strength. He also stated that these character traits were partially built by criticisms and ridicules of the cynics and hypocrites. They help develop a “temper of the will.”  All these things are taught to be an officer and a gentleman.

General MacArthur seemed more emotional when he spoke about the American man-at-arms. He has fought coincide with it and regards it as one of the world’s noblest figures. It gave people life and freedom. It is an example of the utmost patriotism in history. It has expressed itself through honor and courage. MacArthur holds the highest regards for the strength and persistence the soldiers have shown. Even if they were killed in combat, their death had purpose, had glory. 


He spoke greatly upon the conditions they have gone through and never ending determination of our soldiers. From the blazing sun, to the harsh storms, and giving up long periods of time being away from their loved ones to fight for a cause, to fulfill their duty to their country. He did make it clear, that although the soldiers fight in combat, they pray for peace. 


It is quite obvious how strongly General MacArthur believes Duty, Honor, and Country all thrive within our corps, our military, and patriots. 

