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Book Report

The book, Keeping Faith, was written by Corporal John Schaeffer, USMC and his father Frank, writing in different sections.

The story was about the son, John, who chose to join the Marine Corps after graduating high school in 1998. Up until then, he lived in an upscale neighborhood in Massachusetts. His father didn’t know of any other sons wanting to join the military and was puzzled by his decision. As you could see, John didn’t care, he wanted to do it. His father kept asking him why he would want to go into the Marines, but John usually responded with an “I don’t know” or an “I want self-discipline.”

The book also had serious details of what boot camp at Parris Island is like. It was interesting how they showed what the Drill Instructors were like, even more so than some of the videos we’ve seen in class. I got to see what an accomplishment it is to graduate and the strong pride within the Corps. Staff Sergeant used to always talk to us about how the recruits don’t wear the Marine Corps emblem until they graduate boot camp; all Marines have to work for it. I didn’t really think much of it until I read this book. 

