Yule

1. Preliminary Steps
       a. Preparation
             - Preparing the Location (Smudge)
             - Preparing the participants (Smudge)
             - Preparing the Ritual Space (Set up altar and circle)
       b. Grounding and Centering (Be a Tree grounding)
2. Making the Space
       a. Casting the Circle (Smudge and open)
"This is the boundary of our circle, let nothing enter unwelcome or unsummoned. As above, and below."  "As we will it, it shall be."

       b. Calling the Quarters

       - EAST-
       "Guardians of the East! 
       We call you now!
       We want and need you here
       You are wise Lord Air, and we need wisdom
       So come to this circle for the Lady and Lord
       Enjoy yourself while you are here!
       Please keep your eye on us.
       Blessed Be!"
       ALL- "Blessed Be!" 


       - SOUTH-
       "Guardians of the South!
       We call you now!
       We want and need you here
       You are passionate, Fire Lord, and we need passion
       So come to this circle for the Lady and Lord
       Enjoy yourself while you are here!
       Please keep your eye on us.
       Blessed Be!"
       ALL- "Blessed Be!"


       - WEST-
       "Guardians of the West!
       We call you now!
       We want and need you here
       You are compassionate, Water Lord, and we need compassion
       So come to this circle for the Lady and Lord
       Enjoy yourself while you are here!
       Please keep your eye on us.
       Blessed Be!"
       ALL- "Blessed Be!"


       - NORTH-
       "Guardians of the North!
       We call you now!
       We want and need you here
       You are firm, Earth Lord, and we need firmness
       So come to this circle for the Lady and Lord
       Enjoy yourself while you are here!
       Please keep your eye on us.
       Blessed Be!"
       ALL- "Blessed Be"

3. The Center
       a. Invoking the God and Goddess

             - "Most Gracious Goddess, Mighty King,
             Beloved Lord and Lady - Hearken unto us!"

             "Great Mother of many aspects. Maiden of the Moon,
             Mother of the King, Wise and generous Crone.
             Source of our very lives!
             Be here among us."

             "Mighty King of many aspects.
             Lord of Death and Rebirth; Wondrous bringer of light, 
             He who Illuminates all!
             Be here among us."

             "Lord and Lady, we ask Your acceptance of this sacred rite."

             "Be Thou our guide and protection as we, your children, worship you in the ways of old. Welcome and Blessed Be."

       b. Giving Offering to the God and Goddess
             - Incense (Before speaking, say: 

       "Lady of the Moon, of the restless sea, and the living Earth;
       Lord of the Sun, of wild places, and the creatures therein;
       Accept this offering we place here in Your Honor.
       Grant us the wisdom to see Your Presence in all Nature,
       That we be in union with thee, Ancient Ones of our ancestry."


             - Om Chant (All chant energy together as an offering)

       c. Cakes and Wine (Offer cake and wine for God and Goddess first, in the  cauldron or offering bowl; then eat cake and wine as blessing from Them.)
4. Using the Blessings (Ceremony)
       a. Story of Yule (See other paper…) 
       b. Wishes and Releases (Write down our wishes for the next year and save them. Write down Releases on another piece of paper, then burn.)
       c. Yule Log (Choose log for all of us. Place on alter with 3 candles in front, red, white and green.)


             -Lighting the Yule Log Candles -  

       "Hail to the Elementals! Welcome Lady and Lord to this Yuletide Rite!" 
       (Hold incense over Yule Log)

       "Blessed be the Lord and Lady who turn the mighty wheel of the Year!"
  (Raise up the candleholder)

       "We welcome the Yule, the turning point of Winter, for the end of the Solar Year  comes and the New Year is begun."
       (Set candles on altar)

       "We bring forth the light of our Yule Log to bid farewell to the Dark Lord of the  Solar Night and to greet the rebirth of the Sun."
       (Light the Yule Log Candles)

"Hail the God of the Yule
Hail the God of the Sun
The Holly King ends His reign
That the Oak King's may begin!


(Wine, wassail, or other beverage toast)

May this Yule bring Light and may the joy of the Sun
enter here. Good health, good cheer, good fortune in
the coming year! So Mote It Be!" 


       d. Yule Tree (Make bulb for tree out of wishes. Hang on tree. Add strings of popcorn and cranberries and bells. Put gifts under the tree.)
       e. Food (Apple Cider, Wassail, Wine, Gingerbread, Mixed Nuts, Cookies, mixed fruits.) 
       f. Exchange of gifts

5. Closing: Reverse the steps
       a. Thanking the God and Goddess

       -"We thank you Great Mother of many aspects. Maiden of the Moon, Mother of the King, Wise and generous Crone, for attending our rites and blessing us, and now we say farewell!"
       -ALL-"Farewell!"

       -"We thank you Mighty King of many aspects. Father of the Hunt, Lord of death and rebirth, Wondrous bringer of light, for attending our rites and blessing us and now we say farewell!"
      -ALL-"Farewell!"

       b. Dismissing and thanking the Quarters

             -EAST-
       "Guardians of the East!
       We thank you for your wisdom and help.
       Air Lord, it's been out pleasure.
       Now we say farewell!"

       ALL- "Farewell!"

             -SOUTH-
       "Guardians of the South!
       We thank you for your passion and help.
        Fire Lord, it's been our pleasure. 
       Now we say farewell!"

       ALL- "Farewell!"

             -WEST-
       "Guardians of the West!
       We thank you for your compassion and help.
       Water Lord, it's been our pleasure.
       Now we say farewell!"

       ALL- "Farewell!"

         -NORTH-

       "Guardians of the North!
       We thank you for your firmness and help.
       Earth Lord, it's been our pleasure.
       Now we say farewell!"

       ALL- "Farewell!"

       c. Opening the Circle
       - Open the circle then say all together:
"The circle is open, but never broken. Merry Meet, Merry Part, and Merry Meet again!"
       d. Reconnecting to earth / Grounding
-This ritual was compiled by Panthyr from a series of different books and group ideas.-

