Agent Merkwurdigliebe

Ch. 9 Definitions

1. Client politics: The politics of policy-making in which the public bears the cost of a small interest group

2. Cue (political): A signal telling a representative what values are at stake in a vote

3. Direct mail: computer-generated letters about interest groups targeted at people who might care about the group

4. “Dirty Dozen”: Designation of  12 members of congress in the 1970s by an environmental interest group

5. Federal Regulation of Lobbying Act of 1946: requires groups and individuals seeking to fight legislation to register with someone and file financial reports

6. Grassroots support: Campaigns to write one’s congressman

7. Ideological interest groups: Organizations that attract people based on political convictions

8. Incentive (political): A valued benefit obtained by joining a political organization

9. Insider strategy: Lobbyists working closely with a few key members of government

10. Institutional interests: The motivating factors by an industrial institution to motivate someone

11. Interest groups: An organization of people with a common goal that seeks to change policy

12. Lobbies: An interest group designed to influence legislation

13. Lobbyist: Someone who works for a lobby

14. Material benefit incentives: Benefits that have monetary value

15. Membership interests: The motivational factors of and for a political interest group

16. Outsider strategy: Lobbyists using communication and the media to influence citizens

17. PACs: Political action committees made of labor unions and companies

18. PIRGs: A made-up term that is stupid, just like our government teacher

19. Public-interest lobby: An interest group whose goals will benefit non-organization members

20. Purpose incentive: The benefit that comes from serving a cause that is unbeneficial

21. Ratings: An assessment on a representative’s voting record on issues important to an interest group

22. Revolving-door influence: People in the government leaving for private jobs

23. Social movement: A widely shared demand for some change in the political or social order

24. Solidary incentives:  The social awards that lead people to join organizations

