Agent Merkwurdigliebe

Ch. 8 Definitions

1. Blanket primary: a primary election that permits all voters, regardless of party, to choose candidates

2. Closed primary: a primary election limited to registered party members

3. Coattails: the tendency of a lesser-known candidate to profit in an election by the presence on the ticket of a more popular candidate

4. Critical or realigning period: periods during which a sharp, lasting shift occurs in the popular coalition supporting one or both parties

5. Direct mail: computer-generated letters about interest groups targeted at people who might care about the group

6. General election: an election used to fill an elective office

7. Incumbent: the person currently in office

8. Independent: a party not affiliated with the main two parties

9. Office-bloc ballot: a ballot listing all candidates for a given office under the name of that office; also called a “Massachusetts” ballot

10. Open primary: a primary election that permits voters to choose on election day the primary in which they wish to vote

11. Party-column ballot: a ballot listing all candidates of a given party under the name of that party; also called an “Indiana” ballot

12. Political action committees (PAC): Political action committees made of labor unions and companies

13. Position issue: an issue dividing the electorate on which rival parties adopt different policy positions to attract voters

14. Presidential primary: held to select delegates to the presidential nominating conventions if the major parties

15. Primary election: an election prior to the general election in which voters select the candidates who will run on each party’s ticket

16. Prospective voting: voting for a candidate because one favors his or her ideas for addressing issues after the election

17. Retrospective voting: voting for or against the candidate or party in office because one likes or dislikes how things have gone in the recent past

18. Runoff primary: a secondary primary election held in some states when no candidate receives a majority of the votes in the first primary; the runoff is between the candidates of with the most votes

19. Split ticket: voting for candidates of different parties for various offices in the same election

20. Talking heads: news commentators and presidential speeches

21. Valence issue: an issue on which the outermost electrons distinguish rival parties by the degree to which they associate each party or candidate with conditions, goals, or symbols the electorate universally approves or disapproves of

22. Visual: a campaign activity that appears on a news broadcast

