Agent Merkwurdigliebe

Chapter 7 Definitions

1. Caucus: A closed meeting of a group of persons belonging to the same political party or faction usually to select candidates or to decide on policy

2. Congressional campaign committee: A group of people who take care of funding for a party

3. Democratic-Republicans: Thomas Jefferson’s party which opposed the Federalists and eventually took over and became the majority with almost no opposition (also known as Anti-Federalists)

4. Factional Parties: Parties that exist because of a splinter group has gained enough political power to form their own political party 

5. Factions: According to James Madison, a group of people who seek to influence public policy in ways contrary to the public good

6. Federalists: Supporters of a stronger central government who advocated ratification of the Constitution After ratification they founded a political party supporting a strong executive and Alexander Hamilton’s economic policies

7. Ideological Parties: A party that values principled stands on issues above all else, including winning It claims to have a comprehensive view of American society and government radically different from that of the established parties

8. Initiative: A procedure allowing voters to submit a proposed law to a popular vote by obtaining a required number of signatures

9. Machine: a party organization that recruits its members by the use of tangible incentives: money, political jobs, an opportunity to get favors from government: and that is characterized by a high degree of leadership control over member activity

10. Mugwumps: the faction in the Republican party of the 1890s to the 1910s composed of reformers who opposed the use of patronage and party bosses and favored the leadership of experts After 1910 they evolved into a nonpartisan “good government” movement that sought to open up the political system and curb the abuses of parties

11. National chair: a paid full time manager of a party’s day-to-day work who is elected by the national committee

12. National committee: A committee of delegates from each state and territory that runs party affairs between national conventions 

13. National convention: A meeting of party delegates elected in state primaries, caucuses, or conventions that is held every four years Its primary purpose is to nominate presidential and vice-presidential candidates and to ratify a campaign platform

14. Nonpartisan election: An election which is held which is completely void of political affiliations

15. Organizational party: a party which its main intent is to organize not promote politics

16. Personal following: the political support provided to a candidate on the basis of personal popularity and networks 

17. Plurality system: An electoral system, used in almost all American elections, in which the winner is the person who gets the most votes, even if he or she does not receive majority

18. Political Machine: a party organization that recruits its members by the use of tangible incentives: money, political jobs, an opportunity to get favors from government: and that is characterized by a high degree of leadership control over member activity

19. Political party: A group that seeks to elect candidates to public office by supplying them with a label: a “party identification”: by which they are known

20. Progressives: the faction in the Republican party of the 1890s to the 1910s composed of reformers who opposed the use of patronage and party bosses and favored the leadership of experts After 1910 they evolved into a nonpartisan “good government” movement that sought to open up the political system and curb the abuses of parties

21. Proportional representation: when the representation across America is proportional to those who support that party

22. Referendum: The practice of submitting a law to a popular vote at election time

23. Second-party system: the system of parties that contains not three or more nor less than two, and only having counted to two if it be preceded by one

24. Solidary groups: groups who find politics fun and want to meet others who share that same joy

25. Sponsored parties: a local or state party that is largely staffed and funded by a larger party

26. Stalwarts: a small group of delinquents who chose not to support a group of grain people

27. Superdelegates: Party leaders and elected officials who become delegates to the national convention without having to run in primaries or caucuses

28. Two-Party System: an electoral system with two dominant parties that compete in state or national elections

29. Winner-take-all: part of the spoils system where each elected party takes all positions who work under and for the party

