Agent Merkwurdigliebe

Chapter 5 Definitions

1. Conservative: favoring traditional views and values; tending to oppose change

2. Cross cutting cleavages: divisions based on race, ethnicity, region, religion, and education

3. Evangelical Christians: people who emphasize personal salvation

4. Gender gap: the gap between the interests between women and men

5. Liberal: favoring modern views and values, tending to embrace change

6. Libertarian: people who wish to maximize personal liberty on both economic and social issues

7. Middle America: Americans who have moved out of poverty but are not affluent

8. New class: the most recently formed denomination of a group

9. Norm: the correct or right thing; also a character in Cheers

10. Party identification: the alignment one has along party lines

11. Political culture: a broadly shared way of thinking about economic and political life

12. Political ideology: a more or less consistent set of views as to the policies government should pursue

13. Poll: a survey of public opinion

14. Populists: liberal in economic and conservative in social standpoints

15. Pure conservative: conservative in both economic and social standpoints

16. Pure liberal: liberal in both economic and social standpoints

17. Random sample: a sample selected in such a way as any individual being has an equal chance of being surveyed

18. Religious tradition: the moral teachings of religious institutions on religious, social, and economic issues

19. Sampling error: the difference between the results of a poll and real life

20. Silent majority: a phrase used to describe people, whatever their economic status, who hold traditional values. 

21. Social status: a measure of one’s social standing

22. Traditional middle class: the middle class, according to tradition

23. Yuppie: a young city or suburban resident with a well-paid professional job and an affluent lifestyle

