Agent Merkwurdigliebe

Chapter 4 Definitions

1. Civic competence: a belief that one can affect government policies

2. Civic duty: a belief that one has an obligation to participate in civic and political affairs

3. Class consciousness: an awareness of belonging to a particular socioeconomic class

4. Congregational: having a religious group meet together

5. Equal opportunity: a view that it is wrong to use race or sex to discriminate against somebody or give preferential treatment to somebody else

6. External efficacy: a belief that the system will respond to any individuals demands

7. Individualism: belief in the strength of the individual

8. Internal efficacy: confidence in a citizens ability to understand and take part in political affairs

9. Liberty: in a word, freedom

10. Opposition party: the party that is not currently in control of legislative or executive bodies

11. Orthodox: people who believe that the moral rules are derived from the commands of god or the laws of nature

12. Political culture: a broadly shared way of thinking about political and economic life that reflects fundamental assumptions

13. Political efficacy: a citizens belief in his or her ability to understand and influence political affairs

14. Political ideology: a more or less consistent set of views as to the policies government ought to pursue

15. Political tolerance: the school of thought in which most everything is offensive, so ridiculous words and phrases are made up and called “politically correct”

16. Progressive: a person who believes moral rules are derived from a persons individual beliefs

17. Un-American: the term used to describe activities that are openly in opposition to the American way of life 

18. Watergate: scandal in which aides close to president Nixon authorized the burglary of Democratic headquarters, which resulted in the president himself engineering a cover-up

19. Work ethic: a belief in the importance of hard work and personal achievement

