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Chapter 3 Definitions
1. AFDC:  Organization called “Aid to Families with Dependant Children”

2. Block Grants: Federal grants for general programs

3. Categorical Grants: Federal grants for specific purposes

4. Conditions of aid: Rules attached to the federal grants

5. Confederation or confederal system: State/regional governments retain ultimate authority except for specific powers for federal gov’t

6. Devolution: The effort to shift responsibility for a wide range of domestic programs from federal to state gov’ts

7. Dual federalism: A constitutional theory that the national government and the state government and the state governments each have defined areas of authority, especially over commerce

8. Federal system: A system in which the national government is supreme on some matters and on others the states are.

9. Federal republic: A political system in which local units of government have a specially protected existence and can make final decisions over some governmental activities.

10. Grants in aid: Federal funds provided to states and localities.

11. Initiative: A procedure allowing voters to submit laws.

12. Intergovernmental lobby: A lobby made up with state and local officials

13. Interstate commerce: Commerce between states

14. Intrastate commerce: Commerce within a state

15. Land grand colleges: Colleges that were originally based on land grants

16. James Madison: One of the “Big Three” Federalists

17. McCulloch v. Maryland: Supreme Court case that resulted in the “necessary and proper clause”

18. Mandates: Rules imposed by the federal government on states

19. Medicaid: Program to help finance medical care for low-income families.

20. Model cities: Plan to spend federal monies on large cities with severe problems

21. National interests: The motivation behind most major political decisions

22. Necessary and proper clause: Authorizes Congress to pass “necessary and proper” laws

23. New Federalism: Converse to Old federalism

24. Nullification: The “right” of states to selectively disobey federal commands

25. Police powers: Authorities given to law enforcement

26. Recall: The right of the populace to recall a representative that is going against their wishes.

27. Referendum: The practice of submitting a law to a popular vote at election time

28. Revenue Sharing: A law providing for the distribution of a fixed amount of federal funds for the states to spend on any government purpose

29. Second order devolution: The flow of power and responsibility from states to local governments

30. Sovereignty: The right to authority

31. States’ rights: The concept of state superiority over federal regulations

32. Tenth Amendment: The powers neither delegated to the federal government nor forbidden to the states are left to the states or population

33. Third order devolution: The use of non-governmental organizations to implement public policy

34. Unitary system: A system in which the federal government holds all power

