Agent Merkwurdigliebe

1. Articles of Confederation: went into effect in 1781 and created little more than a “league of friendship” between the states

2. Charles A. Beard: a historian who published a book about economics’ effects on the Constitution

3. Constitution: the governing document of the United States

4. Constitutional Convention: the meeting to decide to write the Constitution

5. Declaration of Independence: a legal paper expressing violations to George

6. Federalism: having a separate state and national government

7. Federalist papers: series of essays written by Hamilton and Madison

8. Great compromise: the decision to leave slavery out of the Constitution

9. John Locke: English philosopher who thought rights are discovered by reason

10. James Madison: he wrote some of the Federalist papers

11. Massachusetts Constitution: the undemocratic law of Massachusetts

12. Natural rights: unalienable rights

13. New Jersey Plan: plan for Constitution made by New Jersey

14. Pennsylvania Constitution: radically democratic law that was written in Pennsylvania

15. Separation of powers: to prevent corruption in gov’t

16. Shay’s Rebellion: uprising by Revolutionary War soldiers to prove deficiencies of Articles of Confederation

17. Virginia Plan: plan for Constitution made by Virginia

18. Amendment: addition to the constitution

19. Antifederalists: opposed the federalists

20. Bill of attainder: law that declares person guilty of a crime without a trial

21. Bill of Rights: addition to Constitution to 

22. Checks and Balances: to prevent corruption in gov’t

23. Coalition: group of allies

24. Confederation: a loose alliance

25. Constitutional Convention: see #4

26. Ex post facto law: a retroactive criminal law; forbidden by Consitution

27. Faction: a group that is a minority within a larger group and has specific interests or beliefs that are not always in harmony with the larger group

28. Federalists: supporters of federalism

29. Judicial review: courts can declare laws NULL and (void)
30. Line-item veto: president can veto specific parts of funding bills

31. Madisonian view of human nature: if men were angels or were ruled by angels, no one would need gov’t

32. Republic: government run by representatives

33. Unalienable rights: rights that cannot be taken away

34. Writ of habeas corpus: law to prevent illegal arrests & imprisonments

