Agent Merkwurdigliebe

Ch. 13 Definitions

1. Annual authorizations: legislative permission to begin or continue a government program or agency, taken annually.

2. Appropriation: the process of obtaining resources

3. Authorization legislation: legislative permission to begin or continue a government program or agency

4. Bureaucracy: large complex organization composed of appointed, pompous officials

5. Committee clearance: the ability of a congressional committee to review and approve certain agency decisions in advance and without passing a law. 

6. Competitive service: government offices to which people are appointed to on grounds of merit

7. Discretionary authority: the extent to which appointed bureaucrats can choose courses of action.

8. Excepted service: service that is not included in the realm of normal bureaucracy 

9. Iron triangle: the close relationship between an agency, a congressional committee, and an interest group

10. Issue networks: a network of people in Washington who regularly discuss and advocate public policies

11. Laissez-faire: “let alone”- the system of economy where the government doesn’t interfere

12. Legislative veto: rejection of presidential or administrative agency action by one or both houses of congress.

13. Name-request job: a job to be filled by a person who a government agency has identified by name

14. Patronage: term that describes the people who make use of an establishment

15. Pendleton Act: piece of legislation that made congressional bribes and cannibalization illegal.

16. Red tape: bureaucratic rules and procedures that must be followed to get something done.

17. Schedule C: code name for Clinton’s way of organizing his pet interns

18. Senior executive service: the president is the head of the executive branch

19. Spoils system: system in which the winner of a presidential election purges the bureaucracy in favor of his friends and party members

20. Trust funds: funds for government programs that are collected and spent outside the regular government budget

