Agent Merkwurdigliebe

Ch. 11 Definitions: Part 2

1. Caucus (congressional): an association of members of congress created to advocate a political ideology or a regional, ethnic, or economic interest.

2. Christmas tree bill: a bill that has lots of riders, or amendments on a matter unrelated to a bill that is added to ensure that the bill “rides” through congress

3. Concurrent resolution: an expression of congressional opinion without the force of law that requires the approval of both the House and Senate and not the president

4. Conference committees: committee made up of representatives and senators to help work out differences between the same piece of legislation before passage

5. Descriptive representation: a correspondence between the demographic characteristics of representatives and those of their constituents

6. Division vote: a congressional voting procedure in which members stand and are counted

7. Double tracking: a procedure to keep the senate going during a filibuster in which the disputed bill is shelved temporarily so that the senate can get with other business

8. Franking privilege: incumbents have the ability to send out mail to their constituents for free  

9. Joint committee: a committee made up of both senators and representatives

10. Joint resolution: a formal expression of congressional opinion that must be approved by both houses of congress and by the president.

11. Majority leader: legislative leader elected by party members holding the majority of seats in the House of Representatives or the Senate

12. Majority-minority districts: congressional districts designed to make it easier for citizens of a racial or ethnic minority elect representatives

13. Minority leader: legislative leader elected by party members holding the minority of seats in the House of Representatives or the Senate

14. Open rule: an order from the House Rules Committee that permits a bill to be amended on the legislative floor

15. Pork barrel legislation: legislation that gives tangible benefits to constituents in several districts or states

16. Private bill: a legislative bill that deals only with specific, private, personal, or local matters rather than with general legislative affairs

17. Public bill: a legislative bill that deals with matters of general concern

18. Quorum call: a calling of the roll in the House or Senate to see whether the number of representatives in attendance meets the minimum number required to conduct official business.

19. Roll call vote: a congressional voting procedure that consists of members answering “yea” or “nay” to their names

20. Select committees: congressional committees appointed for a limited time and purpose

21. Simple resolution: an expression of opinion either in the house or the senate to settle housekeeping or procedural matters.

22. Standing committees: permanently established legislative committees that consider and are responsible for the legislation within a certain subject area.

23. Substantive representation: the correspondence between representatives opinions and those of their constituents

24. Teller vote: a congressional voting procedure in which members pass between two tellers, the “yeas” first and then the “nays” 

25. Voice vote: a congressional voting procedure in which members shout “yea” or “nay” to express approval or disapproval

