Agent Merkwurdigliebe
Ch. 11 Definitions: Part 1

1. Bicameral Legislature: a “two house” legislature: the House of Representatives and the Senate

2. Closed Rule: an order from the House Rules Committee that sets a time limit on debate and forbids a particular bill from being amended on the legislative floor.

3. Cloture Rule: a rule used by the Senate to end or limit debate.

4. Congressional Caucus: an archaic system of deciding presidency and what bills will be discussed on the floor

5. Conservative Coalition: An alliance between Republicans and Democrats.

6. Discharge Petition: A device by which any member of the House, after a committee has had a bill for thirty days, may petition to have it brought to the floor. If there is a majority, then the bill will be discharged from the committee. Designed to prevent committees from holding a bill for too long

7. Filibuster: An attempt to defeat a bill in the Senate by talking indefinitely, thus preventing the Senate from taking action on it. 

8. Gerrymandering: Drawing the boundaries of political districts in bizarre or unusual shapes to make it easy for candidates of the party in power to win elections in those districts.

9. House Rules Committee: the committee which decides what bills will come up for discussion

10. Malapportionment: Drawing the boundaries of political districts so that districts are very unequal in population.

11. Marginal Districts: Political districts in which candidates elected to the House of Representatives win in close elections, typically with less than 55 percent of the vote.

12. Markup: to make more of something that what it actually is

13. Multiple Referral: A congressional process whereby a bill may be referred to several committees who consider it simultaneously in whole or part.

14. Parliament: Great Britain and other Western European countries’ form of representation

15. Party Caucus: where the party would decide on their stance upon issues before they were introduced in Congress

16. Party vote: in Europe, people vote for a party instead of for a person.  This refers to actually voting in the manner of a straigt ticket

17. Party Whip: the party whip is selected from both parties in the senate.  His or her job is to influence other people

18. Restrictive Rule: an order from the House Rules Committee that permits certain kinds of amendments but not others to be made into a bill on the legislative floor.

19. Rider: an amendment on a matter unrelated to a bill that is added to the bill so that it will “ride” to passage through the Congress. 

20. Safe Districts: Districts in which incumbents win by margins of 55 percent or more

21. Seniority: two months and four days until graduation!1

22. Sequential Referral: a congressional process by which a Speaker may send a bill to a second committee after the first is finished acting, or may refer parts of a bill to separate committees.

23. Sophomore Surge: An increase in the votes that congressional candidates usually get when they first run for reelection.

