Agent Merkwurdigliebe

Chapter 10 Definitions

1. Associated Press: an association of reporting agencies who share news sources and news

2. Attack journalism: the method of reporting by subtly or directly attacking a person

3. Canned news: press releases given by the government

4. Community needs: the necessities of a group of people

5. Equal time rule: a rule of the FCC stating that if a broadcaster sells time to one candidate for office, he or she must be willing to sell equal time to opposing candidates

6. Fairness doctrine: a former rule of the FCC that required broadcasters to give time to opposing views if they broadcast a program giving one side of a controversial issue

7. FCC: The Federal Communications Commission; responsible for making rules about TV broadcasting

8. Feature stories: exclusive media reports about public events that are not routinely covered

9. Freedom of Information Act: an act that allowed freedom of information

10. Insider stories: information that is not usually made public that becomes public because someone tells a reporter

11. Loaded language: words that reflect a value judgment

12. Market (television): an area easily reached by a television signal

13. Muckrakers: a journalist who searches through the activities of public officials and organization seeking to expose behavior contrary to the public’s interest

14. Official Secrets Act: I can’t tell you; it’s a secret

15. Off the record: something that someone tells the media that is not supposed to be quoted

16. On background: what the official says can be quoted but not attributed to him or her by name

17. On deep background: what the official says can be quoted but attributed as by the reporter

18. On the record: something that someone tells the media that is supposed to be quoted

19. Reckless disregard: necessary to be proven to convict someone of libel

20. Right-of-reply rule: a rule of the FCC that if a person is attacked over a station, that person has the right to reply over the same station

21. Routine stories: media reports about an event that is routinely covered

22. Selective attention: paying attention only to those parts of a newspaper or broadcast story with which one agrees

23. Sound bite: a brief statement that is used on a radio or television broadcast

24. Telecommunications Act of 1996: allowed one company own as many as eight stations in large markets

25. Trial balloon: information provided to the media by an anonymous public official as a way of testing the public reaction to a possible policy or appointment

26. Visuals: campaign activities that appears on a news broadcast

27. White House Press Corps: the team of writers, publicity officials, and other people who manage the media for the government

28. Yellow journalism: reporting news as a cowardly person

