The AP Student Chronicles

A Record of the Correspondence between 2003 AP Government Students

Notes:

You will find many parts marked “[removed]”  throughout this document. These are the names of people who did not explicitly give permission to have their names broadcasted everywhere (the only real person who did besides me was David Carney; I’m too lazy to try to ask everyone else). Regardless, the other email addresses have been removed for privacy and spam concerns.

It is also important to note that one of my close colleagues and I had been under the false impression that the AP scores of the last year’s class had been “mostly 2’s.”  If this were known at the time to be false, this whole stuff probably wouldnl’t have happened.

Also important is that there had been some general out-of-class complaints between students about the class.

A final small note is that this document has been write-protected in the hopes that it will remain unmodified.  An original copy of the document should be at http://www.geocities.com/blacksmokers/files/ APStudentChronicles.doc.

Begin message:

From: "AP Student" <apgrievances@email.com>

Date: Mon Mar 3, 2003  10:14:19  PM US/Central

To: [removed]
Subject: AP Government

Dear Class:

I have been disappointed by AP Government.  I know that many of you have been as well.  I feel that action needs to be taken and that the best way to take action is through something resembling a government process.  I have written the following statement as a way of achieving this goal.

If you feel the same way, please, I beg of you, read over the following statement.

I ask that you please reply back to this address with any comments, questions, rebuttals, compliments, suggestions, more grievances, more requests, statements of support, statements of distaste, or even statements of apathy.

The only way that we can get this to work is though the cooperative effort of our class.

Sincerely,

A fellow student who wishes that his or her name not be known in order to ensure an objective perspective from other students.  (That is a very long name, isn’t it?)

--Begin statement to Mrs. Carney--

Introduction

After being in your class for two months, I ask for a moment of your time in considering a statement.  I present this statement in the hope that you may change or reconsider several aspects of your class.  The ultimate goal of this statement is not to put an end to learning or even to work; it is to encourage true learning, to work for a purpose, to pass the AP test, and to reshape this college-level course into a real, college-level class.

Grievances

When studying a chapter, we take a quiz over the chapter before we are taught it.  I can think of no reasonable explanation for this conduct.  It only serves to lower both our grades and our morale.  A better way to do this would be to be assigned to read the chapter, then be taught about it in class, and only then take the quiz over it.

Also, when studying a chapter, we are assigned a list of terms to copy from the book.  Although this may serve as a studying tool to some people, to most it is just as beneficial to look over a list of terms.  In addition, the idea of grading these terms is absurd.  I believe strongly that the purpose of grades should be to encourage thinking, meaningful working, and most importantly learning.  Grading the terms accomplishes none of those.  The solution to this problem is to not assign them: instead, see it as a part of the chapter-reading assignment.  Because the terms are included in the chapter quiz, there is no need to grade them separately.

The purpose of the “Read to Understand” packets is also questionable.  Copying the names of the judges who wrote the majority opinion, the concurring opinion, and the dissenting opinions to a note-card for use on a quiz is not going to help us on the AP exam nor will it ever really matter.  If we looked at a number of different cases and compared the decisions of a judge to try to determine his/her overall standpoint, then we might be learning something significant.  The grading system for these assignments is also flawed.  Apparently, the sum of all of the mini-quizzes for the first six weeks was worth no more than a page of terms.

Group projects are a source of problems.  First, most students who take AP classes are also involved in numerous extracurricular activities.  This leads to the serious problem of scheduling conflicts.  Many groups cannot even meet together as a group because their schedules also overlap.  Also, members of several groups have found themselves unhappy with their other group members.  Finally, the grading system, if there even is any, with group projects is also flawed.  The group presentations, no matter how much effort or lack of effort put into them, is given a hundred and weighted the same as a page of terms.

Finally, there seems to be an overall excess of meaningless work.  Even ignoring mini-quizzes, terms, chapterly quizzes, and the read-to-understand group projects, there is still a great deal of unnecessary work.  For example, we have been assigned “mini-article” assignments where we search through our newspaper for articles somewhat relative to our current unit.  I believe that this is the wrong way of going about it.  Instead of being assigned this somewhat mindless activity, we should be encouraged to keep an eye out in our newspaper for such articles.  In addition to mini-articles, we have also been assigned the meaningless project of finding both a political poll and a ridiculous “third party” political party and creating a poster about them.  While learning about the poll system and the associating factors may be worthwhile, studying nearly-nonexistent third parties cannot teach us anything.

Requests

A very important goal for an AP class is to pass the AP test.  Judging by the abysmal scores (by far mostly 2’s and not a single 5) of last year, your class failed to prepare them adequately.  Personally, I really, really want to score high enough on the AP exam to test out of college government.  In order to achieve this goal, this class must seriously be re-evaluated.  First, we should attempt to look at previous AP Government exams to determine what needs to be learned in order to excel on the test.  The AP test is a scarce two months away, and we have not even seen a practice AP test.  Note that I am not requesting full-time “teach to the test” teaching.  I only request that we spend enough time on the subject to learn enough to score well on the test.

Although it may seem that I am advocating less teaching and learning, it is not so.  Because this is, after all, a Government class, I feel that we should learn about the government.  I do ask, however, that the amount of material that we cover be pared to a reasonable amount.  After all, we do have several other (for some of us, mostly AP) classes.

Conclusion

I sincerely hope that you will reevaluate your class.  I feel that, since we are seniors in high school, since this is college-level material, and since we use a college-level book, that you remake your class into a class worthy of being in college.  I sincerely want to learn and to pass the AP test, so I sincerely ask that you reconsider what you do with your AP United States Government class.

Begin message:

From: "AP Student" <apgrievances@email.com>

Date: Mon Mar 3, 2003  10:55:57  PM US/Central

To: [removed]
Subject: Correction

Dear Class:

I failed to mention that the statement is a draft of a letter that I plan to give to Mrs. Carney.  If I get enough support, I may have everyone sign the bottom and nail it to her door.

Because it is still in draft form, I ask that you please do not give/forward the letter to her yet.  The time will come.

Sincerely, 

Afswwthonnbkioteaopfos Tiavlnii

Begin message:

From: "AP Student" <apgrievances@email.com>

Date: Tue Mar 4, 2003  7:35:16  PM US/Central

To: [removed]
Subject: Explanations

Dear Class:

There has been a bit of confusion after my first two emails.  I will try to clean this up now.

First, my ultimate goal for this “project.”  Before I do anything, I want to hear what you, the members of the class, think.  If you have any problems that you would like me to add to the list of grievances, tell me, and I will likely add them. If you have problems with the current draft that you would like me to change, tell me, and I will likely fix them.  Once we are all in agreement with what is wrong with the class, we will submit the final draft to Mrs. Carney as a class, or, if need be, I will submit it myself.  I feel that if we all support this resolution, we will actually get something accomplished.  There is no use sitting around steaming about the horrible conditions in that class like many of us have been doing.  We need to concentrate and focus our feelings on a resolution that, if successful, will make our lives a lot less miserable.

Second, the question of my anonymity.  Believe you me, I am not trying to be melodramatic.  I really do not want people to try to guess who I am, or wonder at how mysterious this whole business is.  There are two reasons that I am doing this: one, I feel that some would have different feelings for this project if I told you who I am; two, I want to cover myself in case things get out of hand (which I absolutely do NOT want to have happen).  Once I have gathered enough support and feel that the time is right to give the resolution to Mrs. Carney, I will tell you all who I am and continue.

Third, diplomatic issues.  I have heard that some people think that I am absolutely trying to bash the daylights out of Mrs. Carney.  That is _not_ the case.  If, when we give her the resolution, she sees a bunch of nastiness in the resolution, she will either ignore the resolution or vehemently oppose it.  So, please, do not talk about how this resolution is going to thrash her.  That is not my goal, as I have stated previously.  I want to improve the class, not bring Mrs. Carney down.

Fourth, if you want no part in this, email me and I will not mail you anything anymore.  Also, I will try not to send you all any more emails until I have more news on the matter.

Thank you all for your support,

A fellow student

Begin message:

From: "AP Student" <apgrievances@email.com>

Date: Tue Mar 4, 2003  8:19:34  PM US/Central

To: [removed]
Subject: Response to comments

Dear class:

If and when someone makes an argument that I feel is reasonably justified, I will, with his/her permission (or if the email is sent “anonymously”), email my response to everyone in the hope that it makes my position clearer on this subject.  I will not bother sending responses to supporting statements like “Keep up the good work.”  Rest assured that such comments exist, though.

Thank you for your mailbox space (yes, these _are_ a lot of emails I am sending),

AP Student

In reply to the comment from “anonymous” which follows:

--quote--

Whoever you are, I agree with your suggestions about us not being ready for the AP test.  But hey, all you have to do is STUDY, which is a skill you should have learned a long time ago, and you will get a high A in the class...I mean, she freaking gives us 10 points for doing the mini articles...that is like awesome...i like your idea about requesting her to change some parts of the class...my position is that you should just study, learn the stuff yourself, and get a good grade...but at the same time, let us make sure we go and ask mrs. carney to give us more practice  for the AP test....overall, if you really care about your AP test score, go buy a AP test study book and study it...that is pretty crazy about the ap scores last year...i would have expected them to be a lot higher...anyways, thanks for the mail, you had good suggestions, but let us not make her feel like she hasn't done anything for us, she just needs to understand that she needs to refine her teaching methods.

ANONYMOUS

--end quote--

--reply--

Dear anonymous:

You are making some presumptuous assumptions.  If, by studying, you mean memorizing an AP-level textbook, yes, that will most likely prepare you for the AP test.  But it is the teacher’s job to find what you do not need to either do well on the test or to learn government and cut it out or summarize it.  Also, I never said that I did not study, nor did I say that I am not making a high A in the class.

In addition, making good grades is not really the issue at stake.  If we did kindergarten-level cut-and-paste activities all class long and received a hundred, would that make you happy?  We will not have learned anything at all, but it seems that that does not matter to you.

Also, really, this is an AP class.  The point of having an AP class, besides learning the material, is to prepare us for the AP test.  It should not be our job to independently prepare for the test when we have signed up for the AP class.  That should be a job for Mrs. Carney.

Thank you for your opinions on the matter,

AP Student

--end reply--

Begin message:

From: "AP Student" <apgrievances@email.com>

Date: Tue Mar 4, 2003  11:40:23  PM US/Central

To: [removed]
Subject: More response-worthy email.

Yet more response-worthy email:

--quote--

Dr. AP Student,

I hope you are not in AP English; otherwise I am going to email Mrs. Davis and tell her to teach her students how to use the word “feel” properly. Honestly, my honor’s teacher covered that. I am pleased with this class and the way it is being taught. This is the first AP class in which I have been. I have fun in the class and I am learning (whether it be on my own or from the class) instead of whining about the reading or any other such assignments. Now, it would seem unfair to just label this as whining, but I see no other way to label a person sending a long and unsolicited email instead of voicing his or her opinions at class or some other appropriate 

place or time. I believe Mrs. Carney would have been open and understanding about this if you just talked to her after or before school. And if you have done this and she did not listen to you in an open and understanding manner, then I apologize. Although I disagree with you on many levels, please do not stop with the emails as this is the first time I have come home to find more 

than two emails in my box at one point in time and I am very bored.  Your effort is slightly admirable, although I believe you are going about this improperly.

Sincerely,

David Carney (this “anonymous” crap just is not my style)

P.S. To everyone who thought I wrote that letter...IN YOUR FACE.....*ahem*....

--end quote--

--reply--

Dear Dr. Carney,

I’m sorry to have offended you so, but offending you really is not that hard.  You are offended by almost everything that moves and by some things that don’t move.  Also, your “honor’s” teacher obviously didn’t even teach you when and how to use the possessive form properly, so you really have no grounds upon which to criticize my using the word “feel.”  Also, I disagree with your labeling the statement as whining, which I suppose is your word for “having someone expressing a different opinion from mine.”  You suggested that there may be an appropriate time to voice my opinion in class, but there really is none.  Making a big speech during class compared to sending out an “unsolicited email” would be as broadcasting my views over a monopolized PA system is to depositing a lengthy letter in your mailbox.  Obviously, the letter is far less intrusive.  Also, you suggested that “Mrs. Carney would have been open and understanding about this.”  On the contrary, in my experience of busywork-centric teache

rs (although I do agree that Mrs. Carney is a lot less busywork-oriented than others whom I have had) is that they do not change their systems if only one student, especially one student whose opinion she may not respect, talks to them.  I thought that the best way to go about this is to ensure that I would be doing this in the best interest of the class—not for my own piddling time.

Thank you for your honest but slightly misguided thoughts,

AP Student (don’t worry, I’ll tell you who I am tomorrow most likely; I too am tiring of being anonymous, really)

Begin message:

From: "AP Student" <apgrievances@email.com>

Date: Wed Mar 5, 2003  12:20:51  AM US/Central

To: [removed]
Subject: Letters and an apology

I wasn’t thinking when I wrote that letter back to Anonymous.  It came off worse than I meant it.  So I’m sorry about it.

There are two letters in this email.  Many of you may be interested in the second one.

--quote--

Dude.

You asked for people to add their own opinions. It isn't very cool to

assume you're entirely right and shoot down what others add to the

discussion. At least listen.

I don't want to see my mailbox turning into a flame board.

Just my two cents (which I expect will be attacked).

xxxxxxxx

--end quote—

--reply—

xxxxxxxx,

After looking back at my emails, I can see that you are right.  I shouldn’t have blasted Anonymous so badly.  But you do have to forgive me for David Carney.  That’s only because I felt that he should have one of _his_ opinions shot down after shooting down so many other people’s.  I don’t assume that I am totally right.  I think the problem is that I assume that I have thought over this whole mess more thoroughly than most other people.  Of the several emails that I’ve gotten, I have only listed the few that I mostly disagreed with.  Of the ones that have offered constructive information, I have taken that into account.  So it’s not like I’m totally ignoring everyone else.  And if you don’t want your email box filled, I am taking your name off the send list until and unless you want me to.

Best wishes,

AP Student

--end reply--

And on a positive note, a constructive letter.

--quote—

Dear AP student:

I have a few comments, though they are all meant constructively, so please do not be so harsh as you were to the comment below.

I agree with your idea in principle, and the grievances you list are true, but your wording, though eloquent, seems a bit too rough. Although the letter should not be so fluffy that she doesn't feel concerned, I think your word choice needs to be toned down a bit so that it isn't too abrasive, as you said. Your speech may naturally be that way, which is not wrong at all, but I'm not sure if any of her AP students knows how sensitive or callous she would be to the letter. A good way to soften the blow is to not be entirely negative; maybe begin and end with a statement of our faith in her teaching abilities or something (it can be bull, but it has to be there somewhere) or list a few things that are good about her class. They may seem neutral to you, but that doesn't matter. She may try hard and just stink at it; I don't know if we'll ever know...

Anyway, I definately promote the idea as quite necessary, and I (personally) have a lot of other things I have to do besides study for hours on end (so sue my extra-curriculars), so it would help if I didn't have to prepare for the ap test entirely out of class...

Thanx friend,

Another slighty ruffled ap student

--end quote—

--reply—

Dear xxxxxx,

Thank you for your comments.  If you think that they need to be toned down, that's good enough for me.  By tomorrow, I'll try to have a revised version.  Tomorrow is also the day in which I plan to "reveal my true identity" (really, pardon the melodramatics, I kind of got myself into a jam there), so we can work constructively together after that.  I didn't really want to be too harsh to Mrs. Carney or Anonymous, but sometimes I get a bit emotional over things like this.

Regards,

AP Student

--end reply--

Begin message:

From: "AP Student" <apgreevances@email.com>

Date: Wed Mar 5, 2003  4:18:25  PM US/Central

To: [removed], apgrievances@email.com
Subject: Wow...

wow...this anonymity crap is really retarded...

y'all are actin' like we have the feds (or worse, oh no! MRS. CARNEY!) monitoring our e-mails or something...

sincerely

your fellow student

Begin message:

From: [removed]
Date: Wed Mar 5, 2003  5:37:02  PM US/Central

To: "AP Student" <apgreevances@email.com>, [removed]
Subject: Re: Wow...

First of all, I do agree that the anonymity is ridiculous, although I wonder

why "my fellow student" chooses to remain anonymous while bashing

anonymity...the fact that I'm too lazy to open a separate email account to

participate in this discussion may have something to do with that, but

frankly if the whole goal of this series of events is to open discussion

between our class of 20 some odd people, it really does make sense to stop

this stupidity.

This leads me to my second point, which is to call attention to the function

on most email clients which allows you to respond to all parties to which a

message is addressed (once again, im too lazy to type out all your email

addresses). The liberal use of this function (on MS Outlook there is a

button labeled "Reply All") will enable us to giver our opinion to

everybody, instead of sending it through the AP Student filter...now of

course if you simply prefer not to send your opinion to everyone else that

is your choice, all I am saying is that if it is important to you to give

your opinion to the class, then send the message to all of us at once.

AP Student (the first one) : Although I know bloody well who you are, I will

preserve your anonymity as a favor to you, even though I doubt you value it

all that much. Many of the things you have proposed I can understand. I also

feel there is a lot of extraneous busywork in this class, and the AP scores

from last year frighten me as well, but we have to keep in mind that, at

least to the best of my knowledge, this is Mrs. Carney's second year to

teach AP. While our schools AP Program is somewhat vaunted, many of those

other courses have been in existence and taught by the same teacher for at

least several years, in some cases (English IV, Chemistry) a decade or more.

This is, if anything, an endorsement of a letter from the class or some

other such thing to sort of help Mrs. Carney along, but it should certainly

NOT be abrasive in the broadest sense of the word. It should be a list of

suggestions, carefully defended and acknowledging whatever values there are

in the status quo. Pulling a Martin Luther however many theses there were,

complete with door nailing, is simply too...adversarial. To keep this short,

I do fail to see the value in group projects, mini-quizzes, and those

posters, but I feel like chapterly-quizzes and vocab terms might be

marginally helpful. The key here is that she needs to teach to the test

more, and do more research on the exam to determine what needs to be taught.

David Carney: I support your position on the anonymity (as previously

mentioned). Your unique gift for cynicism is sometimes amusing in class, but

keep in mind that you dont really impress anyone by being the darkest cloud

on the face of the Earth. I don't expect you to care or take heed to my

words, and I really don't care if you do, but I just had to get that out,

and I'm prepared to accept the endless flames if you in fact do impress

SOMEBODY in the class besides yourself and Mr.Griffing. AP Student, as

hostile as his wording sometimes is, is honestly trying to be constructive,

and if your incapable of that then please ignore messages on the subject.

ANONYMOUS: Dont be, it doesn't become you. Your points are valid, and you

clearly have an impressive work ethic. I do agree with the AP Student though

that it IS Mrs. Carney's job to help us sift through the heaps of facts on

U.S. Government and pull out the ones that are necessary. As you are bound

to discover eventually, an A in a class does not translate into a 5 on an AP

exam if the class is not properly taught, while a lower grade does not

necessarily translate into a lower score if the class is taught properly.

There are several people, myself included, who have scored higher on these

exams than others who have made better "grades". Plus, being a second

semester senior, I feel that the grade should definitely take a backseat to

the information. If we are regulated to studying books outside of class to

prepare for the exam, then we really are better off taking regular

government or just doing well enough in this class to pass it, as it is

required for graduation, while doing our own stuff on our own.

AP Student(the second one) : See first paragraph.

In conclusion (god this is the longest email I've ever written, but it sure

beats studying for the calculus test : / ) the idea of coming together to

work out what exactly our complaints are is a good one, and I feel like it

is necessary for us to suport it. It shouldn't even take very long if we are

all mature about it.

- [removed]
Begin message:

From: "AP Student" <apgrievances@email.com>

Date: Wed Mar 5, 2003  5:37:42  PM US/Central

To: [removed]
Subject: Ignore the imposter at "apgreevances@email.com"

Dear Class,

Please ignore the wise guy who signed up for an account at "apgreevances@email.com."

I agree with his statement, and that is why I will be wrapping things up shortly.  Very shortly.  So just hold onto your pants for a minute.

Also, I am _very_ not afraid of having Mrs. Carney or "the Feds" find out "what I am up to."  Really, you are misinterpreting things a lot and creating conspiracies where there are none.

Regards,

An AP Student who really will give out his name very soon

Begin message:

From: "AP Student" <apgrievances@email.com>

Date: Wed Mar 5, 2003  5:46:10  PM US/Central

To: [removed]
Subject: Revelations

Dear AP Class,

I would like to thank you for your time, thought, and patience over the past few days.  Thanks to feedback from you, I feel that I improved this statement significantly from what might have otherwise been a highly ineffective complaint.

Please read over the newly revised version of the statement, and send in your suggestions.  As of now, I will either submit this to Mrs. Carney myself (as a person, not hiding in anonymity) or, if you all wish, as a united (or mostly in agreement) class.

And now for the moment of truth. I have not disclosed my identity until now partially because, if you knew who I was, you might have believed that I was not willing to go through with this.  On the contrary, I am.  I will see this through regardless.  Also, I figured that if I sent you all a mailbox full of emails in my name, many of you would not be very happy.  Obviously, judging by the reactions of a few of you, that was the result anyways; I take full responsibility and apologize.

You will no longer be receiving emails from “apgrievances@email.com”, so you should also be receiving none from apgreevances, whoever that is, either.  You may now email me at  [removed].  Don’t be afraid to comment, but don’t be too nasty either.  And please, please believe me that I am as sick of the melodramatics as you are.

Also, I ask that you still do not forward the statement to Mrs. Carney yet.  I want to wait until I am sure that it is good enough first.

Thank you all, (except David Carney :-))

Seth Johnson

--here is the newly revised statement--

Introduction

Mrs. Carney, I ask for a moment of your time in considering a statement.  Although I enjoy your class to some extent, I feel that some changes are needed.  My ultimate goal is not to put an end to learning or to work; it is to encourage learning in a slightly changed environment, working for a purpose, passing the AP test, and reshaping this college-level course into a real, college-level class.  I present to you, with respect, a few problems with and suggestions for your class.

Grievances

When studying a chapter, we take a quiz over the chapter before we are taught it.  The only reasonable explanation for this conduct is to encourage reading of the chapter before being taught it in class.  Is this really necessary?  For many, it only serves to lower both grades and morale.  A better way to do this would be to be assigned to read the chapter, then be taught about it in class, and only then take the quiz over it.  If you believe that fewer students would read the chapter, remember, as you have seen, that many do not read it anyway.  Just as in a college class, the fact that the book material is covered on the test.

Also, when studying a chapter, we are assigned a list of terms to copy from the book.  Although this may serve as a studying tool to some people, to most it is just as beneficial to look over a list of terms.  In addition, the idea of grading these terms is, to be blunt, absurd.  I believe strongly that the purpose of grades should be to encourage thinking, meaningful working, and most importantly learning.  Grading the terms accomplishes none of these.  The solution to this problem is to not assign them: instead, see the terms as a part of the chapter-reading assignment.  Because the terms are included in the chapter quiz, there is no need to grade them separately.

The purpose of the “Read to Understand” packets is also questionable.  Copying the names of the judges who wrote the majority opinion, the concurring opinion, and the dissenting opinions to a note-card for use on a quiz is not going to help us on the AP exam.  Memorizing and learning the judges would make sense, but copying them to a note-card so that we can copy them to our mini-quiz defeats the purpose of the activity.  If we looked at a number of different cases and compared the decisions of a judge to try to determine his/her overall standpoint, then we might be learning something significant.  The grading system for these assignments is also flawed: the sum of all of the mini-quizzes for the first six weeks was worth no more than a page of terms.

Group projects are a source of problems.  First, most students who take AP classes are also involved in numerous extracurricular activities.  This leads to the serious problem of scheduling conflicts.  Many groups cannot even meet together as a group because their schedules also overlap.  Also, members of several groups have found themselves unhappy with their other group members.  Finally, the grading system, if there even is any, with group projects is also flawed.  The group presentations, no matter how much effort or lack of effort put into them, is given a hundred and weighted the same as a page of terms.  It may be a good idea to let the members of the class reassign themselves into groups and to also reduce the number of group projects by eliminating mini-quiz presentations.

Finally, there seems to be an overall excess of apparently meaningless work: even ignoring mini-quizzes, terms, chapterly quizzes, and the read-to-understand group projects, it seems that an excess of assignments that do not teach us anything exist.  For example, we have been assigned “mini-article” assignments where we search through our newspaper for articles somewhat relative to our current unit.  I believe that this is the wrong way of going about this form of learning.  Instead of being assigned this somewhat mindless activity (finding, cutting, and pasting newspaper articles requires very little creative thinking), we should be encouraged to keep an eye out in our newspaper for such articles.  In addition to mini-articles, we have also been assigned the meaningless project of finding both a political poll and a ridiculous “third party” political party and creating a poster about them.  While learning about the poll system and the associating factors may be worthwhile, studying nearly-nonexist

ent third parties can teach us very little, if anything.  I am not opposed to work; I just feel that the work we should be doing in a senior AP class should involve more thinking and less time.

Requests

A very important goal for an AP class is to pass the AP test.  Judging by the abysmal scores (mostly 2’s and not a single 5 from what I understand) of last year, your class failed to prepare them adequately.  Personally, I really, really want to score high enough on the AP exam to test out of college government.  In order to achieve this goal, this class must be re-evaluated.  First, we should attempt to look at previous AP Government exams to determine what needs to be learned in order to excel on the test.  The AP test is a scarce two months away, and we have not even seen a practice AP test.  Instead of assigning a whole practice test over the weekend, a good strategy would be to spread a practice test out over a few days in class.  I suggest that an AP teacher whose classes have consistently scored very well on her AP tests be consulted on the manner of preparing for the AP test.  Note that I am not requesting full-time “teach to the test” teaching.  I only request that we spend enough time on 

the subject to learn enough to score well on the test.

Although it may seem that I am advocating less teaching and learning, it is not so.  Because this is, after all, a Government class, I feel that we should learn about the government.  I do ask, however, that the amount of material that we cover be pared to a reasonable amount.  After all, we do have several other (for some of us, mostly AP) classes that require a lot of our time.

Conclusion

With the greatest respect, I sincerely hope that you will reevaluate your class.  I feel that, since we are seniors in high school, since this is college-level material, and since we use a college-level book, that you remake your class into a class worthy of being in college.  I sincerely want to learn and to pass the AP test, so I sincerely ask that you reconsider what you do with your AP United States Government class.

Thank you for your time,

[Either my own name only, or “Your 6th Period AP Government Class” or something to that effect; tell me what you want]

Begin message:

From: [removed]
Date: Wed Mar 5, 2003  7:11:31  PM US/Central

To: [removed], "AP Student" <apgrievances@email.com>

Subject: Re: Revelations

Dear "AP Student" and the other AP students in AP Government

  I hope to be brief in my wording...

  Dear "AP Student"

  I read your email a day ago and I found it quite amusing. I was impressed with the pretentious rhetoric and your "marvelous" eloquence. By reading your "Declaration of Independence" (i only say that because your draft actually paralled the same format), I can obviously tell that you are very irritated and frustrated with the AP Government course so far, along with the way Mrs. Carney is teaching it. Some of your points were valid, but overall, I think you cannot TAKE SELF, INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY and that you are instead blaming your shortcomings to Mrs. Carney, as you portray her as King George III. I found most of your arguments in your draft very unfounded. Even worse, your excessive cynicism only exposes your own hypocrisy and faults.

Look at it this way....

- First of all, let's talk about Mrs. Carney's "busy work." You complain about how none of us are learning from this class. However, i think you only mean to say that you yourself are not learning, due to your own LACK OF RESPONSIBILITY. First of all, the reading.... I don't know about you, but there has been an enormous amount of reading assignments given per week. If you think we are going at a "snail's pace", you are crazy. Just look at how fast we covered chap. 5, 7, 9...and my question to you is, "Have you been reading?" (tell the truth man).

- Next of all, this class in an AP class, and you just have to accept the fact that we aren't spoon-fed anything anymore. Look at this way, if you have been in Coach Sander's AP US History class, you would know that Mr. Rex Sanders didn't exactly give the best notes in class (yes, we were all amused with his jokes and wisecracks, man, i loved it) nor did he cover even a fourth of the information. THE HONEST TRUTH IS, WE HAD TO READ, AND ACCEPT THE FACT THAT WE ARE GOING TO HAVE TO READ OUTSIDE OF CLASS, AND THAT THE TEACHER WAS NOT GOING TO SPOONFEED EVERYTHING TO US. Therefore, generally speaking, the students who actually read their textbooks and completed all the given assignments did better than those who were too lazy to read. I use the AP US History analogy because AP Government is not any more different. So I advise you to stop complaining, and get on read your reading and studying and just complete all the assignments given to us.

- I'm going to stop...I'm tired of writing this, and I have other stuff to do. But my last point is this... LEARN TO BE MORE CORTEOUS AND CONSIDERATE OF OTHERS. It just seems to me that you are too cynical and you mistrust the intentions of others. I warn you, this is not the way to go if you want to have any chance of getting a girlfriend. Complaining and whining about how Mrs. Carney "is not preparing us for the AP Test" when in fact you haven't accepted your responsibility for being in an AP Class (in which you aren't spoon fed everything)....this dosen't attract the ladies, nor is it noble as a guy to act like this.

-Last of all, I respect you dude. I just want to tell you that maybe you should reconsider your thoughts, and I just wished you toned down your cynicism a bit. I mean, seriously, no, Mrs. Carney is not the "best teacher", but hey, she's nice and sweet, and she cares about us. Instead of looking at her as a "stupid AP teacher", try looking at her as someone who's actually teaching and caring for us. Also, I must say, I find it humorous that you are so darn distraught over GOVERNMENT at this time of the year. I'm not saying that AP Tests don't matter (cos they do), but the end of our SENIOR YEAR is approaching quickly, and I advise you to just relax a bit, tone down your stress, maybe take some medication, and just enjoy the last months as seniors. COME ON, THERE IS MORE TO LIFE THAN AP TESTING.... but unless you must see it that you have to get a 5, and if you're so convinced Mrs. Carney dosen't know what she's doing, please proceed. Nobody will stop you.

- Your classmate friend, [removed]
Begin message:

From: Seth
Date: Wed Mar 5, 2003  8:01:13  PM US/Central

To: [removed]
Cc: [removed]
Subject: Re: Revelations

Dear "AP Student" and the other AP students in AP Government

  I hope to be brief in my wording...

  Dear "AP Student"

  I read your email a day ago and I found it quite amusing. I was impressed with the pretentious rhetoric and your "marvelous" eloquence. By reading your "Declaration of Independence" (i only say that because your draft actually paralled the same format), I can obviously tell that you are very irritated and frustrated with the AP Government course so far, along with the way Mrs. Carney is teaching it. Some of your points were valid, but overall, I think you cannot TAKE SELF, INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY and that you are instead blaming your shortcomings to Mrs. Carney, as you portray her as King George III. I found most of your arguments in your draft very unfounded. Even worse, your excessive cynicism only exposes your own hypocrisy and faults.

If you've read all of my emails, you would see that the reason I parallel the Declaration of Independence is because I thought, because it is something government-related, it would appeal to her and make her more likely to read it.  I absolutely did not intend any comparisons between her and any tyrannical monarch.  I really respect her, but I just wish that some things could be changed.  I do to some extent like how she teaches the class; for example, she speaks to the class and has us take notes instead of having us copy it from the overhead (well, most of the time).  I think that that is the best way to teach; plus, it prepares us for the college way of teaching.  Also, I don't understand what you mean by "I think you cannot TAKE SELF, INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY and that you are instead blaming your shortcomings."  Please clarify.  Also, I really wasn't trying for excessive cynicism.  I think you may be reading too much into it.

Look at it this way....

- First of all, let's talk about Mrs. Carney's "busy work." You complain about how none of us are learning from this class. However, i think you only mean to say that you yourself are not learning, due to your own LACK OF RESPONSIBILITY. First of all, the reading.... I don't know about you, but there has been an enormous amount of reading assignments given per week. If you think we are going at a "snail's pace", you are crazy. Just look at how fast we covered chap. 5, 7, 9...and my question to you is, "Have you been reading?" (tell the truth man).

I never, ever complained about taking things at a snail's pace.  I only said that I thought we weren't covering precisely the right material.  And yes, I have read every single chapter.  It's just that it seems that she picks out a lot of the tiniest, most inscrutable details out of the vast mires of the chapter.  And is covering so many chapters in so short a time necessarily a good thing?

- Next of all, this class in an AP class, and you just have to accept the fact that we aren't spoon-fed anything anymore. Look at this way, if you have been in Coach Sander's AP US History class, you would know that Mr. Rex Sanders didn't exactly give the best notes in class (yes, we were all amused with his jokes and wisecracks, man, i loved it) nor did he cover even a fourth of the information. THE HONEST TRUTH IS, WE HAD TO READ, AND ACCEPT THE FACT THAT WE ARE GOING TO HAVE TO READ OUTSIDE OF CLASS, AND THAT THE TEACHER WAS NOT GOING TO SPOONFEED EVERYTHING TO US. Therefore, generally speaking, the students who actually read their textbooks and completed all the given assignments did better than those who were too lazy to read. I use the AP US History analogy because AP Government is not any more different. So I advise you to stop complaining, and get on read your reading and studying and just complete all the assignments given to us.

Regretfully, I took Honors US History with the worst teacher I have ever had (I will not mention her name).  How I wished that I had signed up for Coach Sander's class.  I really don't know where you are getting some of your ideas from: I didn't ask that the teacher spoon-feed us anything.  And as I said before, I have read all the chapters.  And I think that most students who took Coach Sanders' class would disagree with you when you say that "AP Government is not any more different."

- I'm going to stop...I'm tired of writing this, and I have other stuff to do. But my last point is this... LEARN TO BE MORE CORTEOUS AND CONSIDERATE OF OTHERS.

I know, I know.  I already apologized; I really didn't and don't mean to be so inconsederate.

 It just seems to me that you are too cynical and you mistrust the intentions of others. I warn you, this is not the way to go if you want to have any chance of getting a girlfriend. Complaining and whining about how Mrs. Carney "is not preparing us for the AP Test" when in fact you haven't accepted your responsibility for being in an AP Class (in which you aren't spoon fed everything)....this dosen't attract the ladies, nor is it noble as a guy to act like this.

There is nothing ignoble about expressing one's opinions, especially if he feels that there is a just cause to do so.

-Last of all, I respect you dude. I just want to tell you that maybe you should reconsider your thoughts, and I just wished you toned down your cynicism a bit. I mean, seriously, no, Mrs. Carney is not the "best teacher", but hey, she's nice and sweet, and she cares about us. Instead of looking at her as a "stupid AP teacher"

Why do you put that in quotes?  I NEVER said anything of the sort, nor do I even think that.  And I do agree that I should have toned down my rhetoric.

, try looking at her as someone who's actually teaching and caring for us. Also, I must say, I find it humorous that you are so darn distraught over GOVERNMENT at this time of the year. I'm not saying that AP Tests don't matter (cos they do), but the end of our SENIOR YEAR is approaching quickly, and I advise you to just relax a bit, tone down your stress, maybe take some medication, and just enjoy the last months as seniors. COME ON, THERE IS MORE TO LIFE THAN AP TESTING.... but unless you must see it that you have to get a 5, and if you're so convinced Mrs. Carney dosen't know what she's doing, please proceed. Nobody will stop you.

The reason I'm so distraught is that I've had to put up with a lot of what I perceive as wrongs in high school, and I felt that for once I could try to take some action.  Before I've always just bowed to it and suffered, but I wanted to try something different while I still have half a chance.  And yes, I did take some ibuprofen.

- Your classmate friend, [removed].

Thanks a lot, [removed].  Really.  I mean it.  I'm sorry I caused myself to be misinterpreted so.

Your friend likewise,

Seth

P.S.  I suppose you were "anonymous", right?
Begin message:

From: [removed]
Date: Wed Mar 5, 2003  7:31:25  PM US/Central

To: Seth
Subject: Re: Ignore...

hey, i thought that was pretty clever on my

part...plus i have a new stinkin' cool e-mail

address...sorry, Seth, i was just makin' fun of

y'all...

once again,

[removed]
"Your mama is an imposter"

                 -Ralph Waldo Emerson

-------------------------------------------------------

AP Student wrote:

Dear Class,

Please ignore the wise guy who signed up for an

account at "apgreevances@email.com."

Begin message:

From: [removed]
Date: Wed Mar 5, 2003  7:46:12  PM US/Central

To: [removed]

Subject: Re: Revelations

[removed],

-I don't think Seth is insinuating that the actual reading of the chapters

is the useless part of the curriculum, and I do agree with you that we will

all have to read if we hope to well on the exam. I think a lot of Seth's

arguments are, by his interpretation, specific examples of the underlying

problem that Mrs. Carney needs to focus more on figuring out what is and

what is not covered on the exam, and then relating it to us. The main thing

that is causing me concern, and probably Seth as well, is that Mrs. Carney

appears to have made little adjustment between this years coursework and

last years coursework, and if you saw the score report that [removed]
showed Seth and I, it really isn't worth a damn how well you do gradewise

under that curriculum, it is NOT going to help you to do well on the exam.

Seth said in his first email that last years scores were abysmal, and I

assure you he kids you not. I saw the report, and it was vastly dominated by

2s, and i think maybe 3 people passed the test. Surely more than 3 people

did well enough in the CLASS last year, so obviously SOMETHING needs to

change. So maybe Seth's specific grievances are not exactly the problem, but

maybe it would be a good thing to figure out what IS.

Also, I think your the third person to put this whole business down to Seth

not doing well in Government and trying to throw blame off of himself. The

fact is, Seth probably reads just as much as anybody else does, and his high

A in the class (at least I'm wagering he has a high A) is probably more than

satisfactory to him. Don't be so quick to judge him, or tell him to be "MORE

CORTEOUS AND CONSIDERATE OF OTHERS" without first realizing that maybe, just

maybe, he is trying to see to it that our class isnt another roster of 2's

come next fall. Frankly, if Seth feels like his high A (Seth please correct

me if I'm wrong about your grade, but I think you told me at one point you

did have a good grade in there) isn't going to get him a 5 on the AP exam,

then the rest of us, high A's or not, really shouldn't be feeling as

complacent as we appear.

-Ruvin
Begin message:

From: [removed]
Date: Wed Mar 5, 2003  8:39:49  PM US/Central

To: seth
Cc: [removed]
Subject: Re: Revelations

Seth,

I agree with you in some respects, but this is only Mrs. Carney's second year of teaching AP and you should give her a break with the cynicism. Yes, the scores were horrible last year, but that's expected the first year for an AP class. I'm not expecting our AP microeconomics grades to be all that wonderful this year. Mr. Pratt didn't exactly know what he was doing either. According to Sean, she has changed things from last year. There is the same amount of work, but it is different work. So you can't really say that she hasn't changed her curriculum any because she has, just not significantly. I do agree that the mini quizes, mini articles, posters and group presentations are stupid. But at this point she doesn't know of any other way to teach the material. I think you should give her your letter when you are finished revising it. But I also think that you should keep in mind, that she is still learning a lot of this herself, and it will be a slow process. She may not be able to salvage ou r class, but we might be able to save next year's AP government class from going through all of the busywork frustrations. Good luck!

[removed]
Begin message:

From: [removed]
Date: Wed Mar 5, 2003  9:17:13  PM US/Central

To: seth
Cc: [removed]

Subject: Re: Revelations

Seth,

Yes, you do say respectfully here and there, but for the most part you didn't change the body of your letter at all. It is still fairly cynical, but I don't really know if there is a way to take it out and still get the point out. I just think that you should try to add in more nice comments so that she does not take the letter the wrong way, but not so many that she ignores it totally. I don't really know what i'm trying to say, so nevermind.

[removed]
Begin message:

From: [removed]
Date: Wed Mar 5, 2003  9:40:36  PM US/Central

To: seth
Subject: Re: Revelations

Hey Seth, will you forward this to everyone? I'm not computer literate...

Guys, I think what we really need to do is calm down and be rational. Putting emotions into policymakeing (even if it's powerless and small-scale) only makes people unhappy and gets nothing done. Let's just ask ourselves as students who are wanting to learn the most that they can (and get credit for learning it) a few questions.

1) Do we want the same ap scores as last year?

2) Do we want there to be change in how the classroom is conducted?

3) What do we think would be more effective?

4) How do we let Mrs. Carney know effectively?

I'm sure there are billions of other questions; I just tried to keep it simple. Whatever we do, we should have quite a bit of the class in agreement before we act (tho that is only my humble opinion). I do not think there is anything really melodramatic about discussing problems, and I sincerely hope my words are not taken out of context or miquoted to sound like I want a grassroots movement to overthrow the Carneynator or something bizarre like that... I just think there's nothing wrong with a little change now and then... So sue me...

Hoping for calmer, swifter seas,

[removed]
Thanx Seth. If it doesn't represent what you want, I'm terribly sorry, but I think that our class will need to feel involved before they can be okay with something as radical as asking a teacher for something. Conservatives...Ugh, what headaches!

[removed]
Begin message:

From: Seth 

Date: Wed Mar 5, 2003  9:02:52  PM US/Central

To: [removed]
Subject: For those who only want to read one email...

Many of you have not responded to previous emails.  There is one thing that you should know — especially if you think that none of this applies to you.  It is imperative that you read this: it is for your own sake.  Here is a slightly modified excerpt by [removed]:

The main thing that is causing me concern, and probably Seth as well, is that Mrs. Carney appears to have made little adjustment between this year's coursework and last year's coursework, and if you saw the score report that Mrs. Jones showed Seth and I, it really isn't worth a damn how well you do gradewise under that curriculum: it is NOT going to help you to do well on the exam.  Seth said in his first email that last year's scores were abysmal: I assure you, he kids you not. I saw the report, and it was vastly dominated by 2s, and I think maybe 3 people passed the test. Surely more than 3 people did well enough in the CLASS last year, so obviously SOMETHING needs to change.

Please, for your own sake and mine, prepare to do something for the sake of your grades.

Seth

Begin message:

From: Seth

Date: Wed Mar 5, 2003  9:07:10  PM US/Central

To: [removed]
Cc: [removed]
Subject: Re: Revelations

By giving her a break with the cynicism, do you and everyone else think that all of the "respectfully" and so forth in there is trash?  I really, sincerely mean it.  There is no way she will do anything for us/me if I'm openly cynical, bitter, harsh, nasty, etc.  I'm glad to hear that things have changed from last year.  Do you think Sean could give us more specifics as to what has changed?  And because "she doesn't know of any other way to teach the material," then I think it should be our job to suggest it.  So I take it that the "majority opinion" is that I should give it to her myself, with only my name?

Thanks,

Seth

Begin message:

From: Seth
Date: Wed Mar 5, 2003  10:41:28  PM US/Central

To: [removed]
Cc: [removed]
Subject: Re: Revelations

My personal response:

Hey Seth, will you forward this to everyone? I'm not computer literate...

Guys, I think what we really need to do is calm down and be rational. Putting emotions into policymakeing (even if it's powerless and small-scale) only makes people unhappy and gets nothing done. Let's just ask ourselves as students who are wanting to learn the most that they can (and get credit for learning it) a few questions.

1) Do we want the same ap scores as last year?

Heck no.

2) Do we want there to be change in how the classroom is conducted?

I would definitely like it.

3) What do we think would be more effective?

See previous emails.

4) How do we let Mrs. Carney know effectively?

See also previous emails.

I'm sure there are billions of other questions; I just tried to keep it simple. Whatever we do, we should have quite a bit of the class in agreement before we act (tho that is only my humble opinion). I do not think there is anything really melodramatic about discussing problems, and I sincerely hope my words are not taken out of context or miquoted to sound like I want a grassroots movement to overthrow the Carneynator or something bizarre like that... I just think there's nothing wrong with a little change now and then... So sue me...

Yes, I don't want to be misquoted like that either.  I do like the sound of "Carneynator" though... :-) just kidding, of course.  Earlier, I was kidding about nailing the stuff to her door.  It was just a Martin Luther reference.

Hoping for calmer, swifter seas,

[removed]
Thanx Seth. If it doesn't represent what you want, I'm terribly sorry, but I think that our class will need to feel involved before they can be okay with something as radical as asking a teacher for something. Conservatives...Ugh, what headaches!

I resent that... and Mrs. Carney is definitely NOT a conservative, no matter what her inaccurate survey says.

By the way, my response to this email also explains why I don't normally respond to letters in which I am in almost total agreement.  Just to let you know.

Seth

Begin message:

From: [removed]
Date: Wed Mar 5, 2003  11:02:57  PM US/Central

To: [removed]
Cc: [removed]
Subject: Re: Revelations

APites-

We BPA members here in Corpus are highly amused by this melodrama which we have been able to observe unfolding as the night progressed. Every few minutes someone send out a message restating facts over and over again. That is all except for [removed]’s profound comment on what women want which was interesting to say the least. Thanks for the entertainment, we hope to hear more. ^_^

[removed]
P.S. If you send out a message, please delete what you are responding to... Or at least what the other person was responding to. My mailbox is getting full. Thanks

Begin message:

From: "AP Student" <apgreevances@email.com>

Date: Wed Mar 5, 2003  11:57:13  PM US/Central

To: [removed]
Subject: Dear Fellow Students (i.e. Seth)...

I would like to state the following greevances of mine own...

  1) Mr. Seth Johnson and whoever else, you're flooding my

     mail box, i have a 56k modem, it can't handle 11 200-line

     e-mails very well...so please stop...or at least shorten

     down on repeating the same thing in 500 different ways.

  2) I have found a website that may give you some insight

     into what you are trying to do (start a revolution),

     the address is <www.realultimatepower.net>. No actually

     it has nothing to do with your revolution, it is actually

     a website about ninjas that was created by a 10-year-old

     boy, but it is the funniest thing i've ever seen.

                   "Your mama is an imposter."

                                -Ralph Waldo Emerson

thankyou,

your fellow student

Begin message:

From: [removed]
Date: Thu Mar 6, 2003  12:37:01  AM US/Central

To: [removed]
Subject: Julius Anonymous

Friends, Fellow Government Students, countrymen, lend me your ears;

     I come to bury the name Anonymous, not to praise him.

     The evil that men do lives after them;

     The good is oft interred with their bones;

     So let it be with Anonymous. The noble AP Student

     Hath told you Anonymous was ambitious:

     If it were so, it was a grievous fault,

     And grievously hath Anonymous answer'd it.

     Here, under leave of AP Student and the rest--

     For AP Student is an honourable man;

     So are they all, all honourable men--

     Come I to speak in Anonymous's funeral.

     He was my friend, faithful and just to me:

     But AP Student says he was ambitious;

     And AP Student is an honourable man.

     He hath brought many captives home to CHS

     Whose ransoms did the general coffers fill:

     Did this in Anonymous seem ambitious?

     When that the poor have cried, Anonymous hath wept:

     Ambition should be made of sterner stuff:

     Yet AP Student says he was ambitious;

     And AP Student is an honourable man.

     You all did see that on the Lupercal

     I thrice presented him a kingly crown,

     Which he did thrice refuse: was this ambition?

     Yet AP Student says he was ambitious;

     And, sure, he is an honourable man.

     I speak not to disprove what AP Student spoke,

     But here I am to speak what I do know.

     You all did love him once, not without cause:

     What cause withholds you then, to mourn for him?

     O judgment! thou art fled to brutish beasts,

     And men have lost their reason. Bear with me;

     My heart is in the coffin there with Anonymous,

     And I must pause till it come back to me.

Begin message:

From: [removed]
Date: Thu Mar 6, 2003  4:48:26  PM US/Central

To: Seth
Cc: [removed]
Subject: just give it to her

Hey guys.  I just really think Mrs. Carney is a super hip lady who will appreciate our concern.  Let's get it done with; change soon would be good.

-- [removed]
Begin message:

From: [removed]
Date: Thu Mar 6, 2003  6:21:57  PM US/Central

To: Seth
Cc: [removed]
Subject: No, no written draft. It must be oral!!

Dear Seth, or "AP Student" (it was actually cooler when you were anonymous),

In my opinion, I do not believe giving a written draft to Mrs. Carney would be the best idea. I think it is inappropriate and unconvenient (seriously, after she reads it....what is she left to do???) I honestly believe that the best way to approach this (this, for the students who want a change in her cirriculum) is for the people who wish to talk to her to get together, meet with her after school one day, and sincerely talk to her. This way, you can receive direct oral responses (instead of waiting for her to respond to a silly draft)...and in general, oral feedback and communication is much more effective than written communication in most cases. I think by getting together with the people who are in consensus with you, and speaking directly to Mrs. Carney, she would appreciate it much more. This is just my opinion. However, if you want to proceed with a wordy and overdone written draft, and if you want to make this an issue much serious than it really is (melodramatic, pretentious, whatever you wish to call it)...then go on. But I am not taking part in this machination...(never mind, machination is an exxageration, sorry, didn't mean that)...

That's all i have to say. By the way Seth, I have my upmost respect for you, and I do not believe you are being silly with all that you have done in the last few days. I respect the fact that you are merely fighting for what you believe. However, please reconsider the advise i have given to you above and please do not act to your quick impulses and rash behavior. It is unnecessary. Again, I say, I respect you and God bless. Do what is right.

- [removed] 

Begin message:

From: [removed]
Date: Thu Mar 6, 2003  7:34:21  PM US/Central

To: Seth
Cc: [removed]
Subject: *sigh*

I, for one, am tired of all these lengthy emails (except  [removed]’s; his was short). I'm not trying to say that you haven't got any good points or that your proposition isn't any good becuase you all do present some good topics for discussion (and I applaud your initiative, Seth), but it is my opinion that everyone who is interested should all just meet in person, discuss, and get it over with once and for all. Or if you want to do this all online, we should at least arrange to go to a chat room or something. If you wish to continue with the emailing back and forth, then please, Seth, take me off the mailing list because I am just tired of reading these emails. I know that I don't have to read them, but in a sense, I want to be apprised of the situation, so I just scan them anyways and then continue on with my work, but I am tired of school. I want to graduate. G-R-A-D-U-A-T-E. GRADUATE.  

*please pardon the grammar
Begin message:

From: [removed]
Date: Sun Mar 9, 2003  8:30:59  PM US/Central

To: Seth
Subject: Letter of last year

Seth,

Just for the record. I was the one who was responsible for the letter to the english teacher last year. We handed it to her, and then talked to her about it. She said she was really glad to have input and seemed very positive. What really hurt her feelings were the snide, mean little comments people in class would make all the time. If that helps any, yay, if not. Oh well. I just thought you might want to know. I didn't want to let this out for a big topic of debate. Anyway, Have a great spring break.

[removed]
Begin message:

From: Seth
Date: Tue Mar 18, 2003  10:03:10  PM US/Central

To: [removed]
Subject: Resolution

Dear AP Class,

I find one definition on tonight's homework ironically appropriate:

Chapter 10 Terms, Number 25:

Trial balloon: information provided to the media by an anonymous public official as a way of testing the public reaction to a possible policy or appointment

Remember, Chapter 10 is due tomorrow! Woo-hoo!

Anyway, I've revised the resolution again.  If all goes well, and judging by your support, I will print this out and give it to her on Thursday.  From what I understand, I should leave this letter in the first person.  I think it would be a lot more effective as a "we" letter, but I am prepared to give her the letter by myself. (In this draft, I left the introduction as first person singular and the conclusion as first person plural so that you may see how the two compare in effectiveness).  If we do decide to give it to her as a "we" letter, I don't think it would be appropriate to list the names of those who support the letter and leave out those who do not care, oppose it, or just want to "G-R-A-D-U-A-T-E."

Please tell me (and/or everyone) what you think.  Remember, since time is running short (the AP test is fast approaching), we cannot afford to drag this out with lots and lots of delayed responses.

Hope for the best,

Seth

***************************

Introduction

Mrs. Carney, I ask for a moment of your time in considering a statement.  Although I enjoy parts of your class, I feel that some changes are needed.  My ultimate goal is not to put an end to learning or to work; it is to encourage learning in a slightly changed environment, working for a purpose, passing the AP test, and reshaping this college-level course into a real, college-level class.  I present to you, with respect, a few problems with and suggestions for your class.

Requests

A very important goal for an AP class is to pass the AP test.  Judging by the rather abysmal scores (mostly 2’s and not a single 5) of last year, this AP class failed to prepare them adequately.  From what I have heard from the former AP government students given what we are doing Personally, I really, really want to score high enough on the AP exam to test out of college government.  In order to achieve this goal, this class must be re-evaluated.  First, we should attempt to look at previous AP Government exams to determine what needs to be learned in order to excel on the test.  The AP test is less than two months away, yet we have not even seen a practice AP test.  Instead of assigning a whole practice test over the weekend, a good strategy would be to spread a practice test out over a few days in class.  I suggest that an AP teacher whose classes have consistently scored very well on her AP tests be consulted on the manner of preparing for the AP test.  Note that I am not requesting full-time “teaching to the test.”  I only request that we spend time enough on the subject to learn the material to score well on the test.

Although it may seem that I am advocating less teaching and learning, it is not so.  Because this is, after all, a Government class, I feel that we should learn about the government.  I do ask, however, that the amount of material that we cover be pared to a reasonable amount.  After all, we do have several other (for some of us, mostly AP) classes that require a lot of our time. 

Grievances

When studying a chapter, we take a quiz over the chapter before we are taught it.  The only reasonable explanation for this conduct is to encourage reading of the chapter before being taught it in class.  Is this really necessary?  For many, it only serves to lower both grades and morale.  A better way to do this would be to be assigned to read the chapter, and then be taught about it in class, and only then take the quiz over it.  If you believe that fewer students would read the chapter, remember, as you have seen, that many do not read it anyway.  Just as in a college class, the fact that the book material is covered on the test should be the motivating factor for reading the chapter. 

In addition, the amount of material that we are covering seems to be far too big.  For example, this Monday the 18th, we were assigned to read chapter 8, over which we then took a quiz and on which we spent only one period of notes.  The day after that, we had to read chapter 10 and take a quiz over it the next day.  Having to read so much material and spend so little time on it is not only discouraging but also de-emphasizing the more important and relevant material learned in other chapters.  In other words, the amount and frequency of chapter readings should be pared down to adjust for both what will be on the AP test and what we need to learn.  Besides the fact that we are reading so much, the quizzes seem to be far too difficult for being quizzes.  From a thirty-five-page chapter, fifteen questions are selected.  Of these questions, many are based upon very small details; others are sneakily-worded questions where the test seems to be of test-taking skills, not of knowledge gained in the chapter.  Perhaps the chapters studied could be evaluated and the severity of the quizzes could be lessened in order to provide an environment more conducive to passing the AP test.

Also, when studying a chapter, we are assigned a list of terms to copy from the book.  Although this may serve as a studying tool to some people, to most it is just as beneficial to look over a list of terms.  In addition, the idea of grading these terms is, to be blunt, absurd.  I believe strongly that the purpose of grades should be to encourage thinking, meaningful working, and most importantly learning.  Grading the terms accomplishes none of these.  The solution to this problem is to not assign them: instead, see the terms as a part of the chapter-reading assignment.  Because the terms are included in the chapter quiz anyway, there should be no need to grade them separately.

The purpose of the “Read to Understand” packets is also questionable.  Copying the names of the judges who wrote the majority opinion, the concurring opinion, and the dissenting opinions to a note-card for use on a quiz is not going to help us on the AP exam.  Memorizing and learning the judges might make sense, but copying them to a note-card so that we can copy them to our mini-quiz defeats the purpose of the activity.  If we looked at a number of different cases and compared the decisions of a judge to try to determine his/her overall standpoint, then we might be learning something significant.  The grading system for these assignments is also flawed: the sum of all of the mini-quizzes for the first six weeks was worth no more than a page of terms.

Group projects are a source of problems.  First, most students who take AP classes are also involved in numerous extracurricular activities.  This leads to the serious problem of scheduling conflicts. Many groups cannot even meet together as a group because their schedules overlap.  Due to homework from several other time-intensive classes, many people can barely finish all of the individual government homework which they are assigned, let alone do they have time to participate in groups. Also, members of several groups have found themselves unhappy with their other group members.  Finally, the grading system, if there even is any system, with group projects is also flawed.  The group presentations, no matter how much effort or lack of effort put into them, is given a hundred and weighted the same as a page of terms.  It may be a good idea to let the members of the class reassign themselves into groups and to also reduce the number of group projects by eliminating mini-quiz presentations.

Finally, there seems to be a slight excess of apparently meaningless work: even ignoring mini-quizzes, terms, chapterly quizzes, and the read-to-understand group projects, it seems that an excess of assignments that do not teach us anything exist.  For example, we have been assigned “mini-article” assignments where we search through our newspaper for articles somewhat relative to our current unit.  I believe that this is the wrong way of going about this form of learning.  Instead of being assigned this somewhat mindless activity (finding, cutting, and pasting newspaper articles requires very little creative thinking), we should be encouraged to keep an eye out in our newspaper for such articles.  In addition to mini-articles, we have also been assigned the meaningless project of finding both a political poll and a ridiculous “third party” political party and creating a poster about them.  While learning about the poll system and the associating factors may be worthwhile, studying nearly-nonexistent third parties can teach us very little, if anything.  I am not opposed to work; I just feel that the work we should be doing in a senior AP class should involve more thinking and less unjustified time.

Conclusion

We, as the majority of our AP class, are more than willing to discuss this matter with you either during class or outside of class.   We are willing to compromise.  We are willing to talk about this in a fair, equal, and honorable manner.  Most importantly, we want to have our opinions heard in the hope of change, just as any citizen would like to be listened to by his government.

With the greatest respect, we sincerely hope that you will reevaluate your class. We feel that, since we are seniors in high school, since this is college-level material, and since we use a college-level book, that you remake your class into a class worthy of being in college.  We sincerely want to learn and to pass the AP test, so we sincerely ask that you reconsider what you do with your AP United States Government class.

Thank you for your time,

[Either my own name only, or “6th Period AP Government Students” or something to that effect]

Begin message:

From: Seth
Date: Wed Mar 19, 2003  5:13:49  PM US/Central

To: [removed]
Subject: Advice from an AP Alumni

Here is a e-mail that I received from a student who attended Mrs. Carney's government class last year.  This student prefers that his/her name not be given out "just in case it happens to get back to Mrs. Carney."  I thought this email might give some good perspective from someone who is currently in college and who took Mrs. Carney's class last year.

On a side note, it has been suggested to me that I should wait until Friday to give the letter to Mrs. Carney.  And I should probably take out the paragraph about how hard her last quiz was; that was mostly my own fault for not reading carefully enough or something;  it also runs counter to other points in the resolution.

Seth

Regardless, here is the letter:

-------------------------

Very interesting, thanks for passing [a copy of the resolution] on. If it were me, I would make it sound more like it's coming from the class, and not just one person. Change the "I"s to "we"s, since I am assuming you have your class's support on this and it's not just you. It did bring back some interesting memories though. I remember all that busy-work and how pointless it was. College classes are not like that. In my friend's political science class, their grade for the entire semester consists of: 1. a midterm 2. a final 3. a ten-page paper 4. attendance. We don't get busy-work anymore. It's not uncommon to have only 3 or 4 grades for an entire semester, meaning to make an A, you really have to study hard and know your stuff. I had a history class last semester in which the final exam counted as 50% of our entire grade. Obviously, this sort of grading system is too drastic for a high school course, especially one in which you have three separate grading periods within the semester, so I'm certainly not advocating it in your case or anything, but it does seem like to me tests should be weighted more and busy work should be cut down, if not eliminated. Students will definitely learn more if tests are worth more points. Obviously they'll study harder and actually learn the material, rather than blowing off the tests and quizzes knowing they can pad out their grades with busy work. Mrs. Record's AP Psych class was, I thought, a good example of a profitable AP class. Each week we were assigned a chapter, which we had to read and were then quizzed over. In class, she would teach the main concepts and give lots of demonstrations of experiments or procedures, but it was important that the student remain on top of the reading. There was, if I remember correctly, one test and one in-class essay per six weeks ... and occasionally some small projects or worksheets for daily grades, but the bulk of the grade came from the weekly quizzes and six-weeksly tests. I learned a lot and I actually still remember a large amount of it, but I can't say the same for US Gov't. Mrs. Carney is highly organized and very intelligent, but she's really got to find a way to organize that class so that it's more beneficial.

Just my two cents

Begin message:

From: [removed]
Date: Fri Mar 21, 2003  5:02:15  PM US/Central

To: Ellen Carney <removed>

Subject: Something Important

Dear Mrs. Carney,

Over the past three weeks, I have engaged the class in some out-of-class discussion about what many of us feel is a very important issue.  I initially started the instruction in the manner of a “trial balloon;” that is, I asked the class anonymously what they thought of an issue.  Just like any politician submitting an idea, I have received a good deal of comments, questions, support, and, of course, some criticism.

To put it frankly, our AP class is somewhat concerned.  We worry that we might not score well on the AP test.  We wonder about the significance of some of our assignments.  From responses that I have received, I can tell that the great majority of us enjoy you as a teacher.  However, many believe there can and should be many improvements in our class.

I ask that you please consider the following proposal carefully.  I have spent a lot of time thinking about, developing, and discussing this proposal, and many of my classmates have also spent much time reading and replying to it.

Perhaps I should explain why I am e-mailing this proposal instead of giving it to you in person.  First, you were not present today; I want to make sure that this statement is delivered directly to you.  Also, it is easier to explain and suggest many points in a letter.  I do not at all mind conversation over this topic, but I believe that it is better to explain my full position first.  Third, developing a letter shows that I sincerely care about this topic; it is no sudden, impulsive, irrational behavior.

In an effort to make the proposition more appealing to you, as I alluded to before, I have formulated it as a politician might formulate some policy.  Although I actually roughly modeled the proposition after the Declaration of Independence, please understand that I am absolutely not trying to declare independence from your classroom.  Such a notion would be absurd.

If you wish, you can e-mail either me personally or the whole class.  Please keep in mind that some do not support this statement.  I am sure that if you ask the class, individuals who do not support the statement will tell you who they are.  We are also willing to discuss this in person, though because of many of our busy schedules, I am sure that all of us cannot meet at the same time to discuss this.

Your student,

Seth Johnson

[Statement follows:]

Introduction

Mrs. Carney, we ask for a moment of your time in considering a statement.  Although we enjoy parts of your class, we feel that some changes are needed.  Our ultimate goal is not to put an end to learning or to work; it is to encourage learning in a slightly changed environment, working for a purpose, passing the AP test, and reshaping this college-level course into a real, college-level class.  We present to you, with respect, a few problems with and suggestions for your class.

Requests

A very important goal for an AP class is to pass the AP test.  Judging by the rather abysmal scores (mostly 2’s and not a single 5) of last year, this AP class failed to prepare the former students adequately. All of us want to score high enough on the AP exam to test out of college government.  In order to achieve this goal, this class must be re-evaluated.  First, we should attempt to look at previous AP Government exams to determine what needs to be learned in order to excel on the test.  The AP test is less than two months away, yet we have not even seen a practice AP test.  Instead of assigning a whole practice test over the weekend, a good strategy would be to spread a practice test out over a few days in class.  We suggest that an AP teacher whose classes have consistently scored very well on her AP tests (for example, Mrs. Record or Mrs. Jones) be consulted on the manner of preparing for the AP test.  Note that I am not requesting full-time “teaching to the test.”  We only request that we spend time enough on the subject to learn the material to score well on the test.

Although it may seem that we are advocating less teaching and learning, it is not so.  Because this is, after all, a Government class, we feel that we should learn about the government.  We do ask, however, that the amount of material that we cover be pared to a reasonable amount.  (Sometimes it seems that we cover too much too quickly and get hardly anything out of it.)  After all, we do have several other (for some of us, mostly AP) classes that require a lot of our time.

Grievances

When studying a chapter, we take a quiz over the chapter before we are taught it.  The only reasonable explanation for this conduct is that it encourages reading of the chapter before being taught it in class.  Is this really necessary?  For many, it only serves to lower both grades and morale.  A better way to do this would be to be assigned to read the chapter, and then be taught about it in class, and only then take the quiz over it.  If you believe that fewer students would read the chapter, remember, as you have seen, that many do not read it anyway.  Just as in a college class, the fact that the book material is covered on the test should be the motivating factor for reading the chapter.

Also, when studying a chapter, we are assigned a list of terms to copy from the book.  Although this may serve as a studying tool to some people, to many it is just as beneficial to look over a list of terms.  In addition, the idea of grading these terms is, to be blunt, absurd.  We believe strongly that the purpose of grades should be to encourage thinking, meaningful working, and most importantly learning.  Grading the terms accomplishes none of these.  The solution to this problem is to not assign them: instead, see the terms as a part of the chapter-reading assignment.  Because the terms are included in the chapter quiz anyway, there should be no need to grade them separately.

The purpose of the “Read to Understand” packets is also questionable.  Copying the names of the judges who wrote the majority opinion, the concurring opinion, and the dissenting opinions to a note-card for use on a quiz is not going to help us on the AP exam.  Memorizing and learning the judges might make sense, but copying them to a note-card so that we can copy them to our mini-quiz defeats the purpose of the activity.  If we looked at a number of different cases and compared the decisions of a judge to try to determine his/her overall standpoint, then we might be learning something significant.  The grading system for these assignments is also flawed: the sum of all of the mini-quizzes for the first six weeks was worth no more than a page of terms.

Group projects are a source of problems.  First, most students who take AP classes are also involved in numerous extracurricular activities.  This leads to the serious problem of scheduling conflicts. Many groups cannot even meet together as a group because their schedules overlap.  Due to homework from several other time-intensive classes, many people can barely finish all of the individual government homework which they are assigned, let alone do they have time to participate in groups. Also, members of several groups have found themselves unhappy with their other group members.  Finally, the grading system, if there even is any system, with group projects is also flawed.  The group presentations, no matter how much effort or lack of effort put into them, is given a hundred and weighted the same as a page of terms.  It may be a good idea to let the members of the class reassign themselves into groups and also to reduce the number of group projects by eliminating mini-quiz presentations.

Finally, there seems to be an excess of apparently meaningless work: even ignoring mini-quizzes, terms, chapterly quizzes, and the read-to-understand group projects, it seems that an excess of assignments that do not teach us anything exist.  For example, we have been assigned “mini-article” assignments where we search through our newspaper for articles somewhat relative to our current unit.  We believe that this is the wrong way of going about this form of learning.  Instead of being assigned this somewhat mindless activity (finding, cutting, and pasting newspaper articles requires very little creative thinking), we should be encouraged to keep an eye out in our newspaper for such articles.  In addition to mini-articles, we have also been assigned the meaningless project of finding both a political poll and a ridiculous “third party” political party and creating a poster about them.  While learning about the poll system and the associating factors may be worthwhile, studying nearly-nonexistent third parties can teach us very little, if anything.  We are not opposed to work; we just feel that the work we should be doing in a senior AP class should involve more thinking and less unjustified time.

Conclusion

We are more than willing to discuss this matter with you either during class or outside of class.   We are willing to compromise.  We are willing to talk about this in a fair, equal, and honorable manner.  Most importantly, we want to have our opinions heard in the hope of change, just as any citizen would like to be listened to by his government.

With the greatest respect, we sincerely hope that you will reevaluate your class. We feel that, since we are seniors in high school, since this is college-level material, and since we use a college-level book, that you remake your class into a class worthy of being in college.  We sincerely want to learn and to pass the AP test, so we sincerely ask that you reconsider what you do with your AP United States Government class.

Thank you for your time,

Members of Your 6th Period AP Government Class

Begin message:

From: Seth
Date: Fri Mar 21, 2003  5:09:29  PM US/Central

To: [removed]
Subject: The deed is done

I just sent the following to Mrs. Carney.  Pray that it improves our class and the classes after us.

Seth

[copy of above letter to Mrs. Carney]

Begin message:

From: [removed]
Date: Fri Mar 21, 2003  10:03:55  PM US/Central

To: Seth
Subject: Re: The deed is done

I really like it. It's nice and respectful, yet firm and let's her know. Yay! Bien fait, Seth!

[removed]
Begin message:

From: Seth
Date: Fri Mar 21, 2003  10:24:07  PM US/Central

To: [removed]
Subject: Re: The deed is done

Whew.  I'm glad.  I hope it turns out well.

Thanks for your support,

Seth

On Friday, March 21, 2003, at 10:03  PM, [removed]wrote:

I really like it. It's nice and respectful, yet firm and let's her know. Yay! Bien fait, Seth!

[removed]
Begin message:

From: "ELLEN K. CARNEY" <removed>

Date: Mon Mar 24, 2003  8:06:51  AM US/Central

To: Seth
Subject: Re: Something Important

Hi Seth,

We can discuss this today in class. I understand some of your concerns and

requests and would like to reply to them with the class. 

Mrs. Carney

THE END
