
 
John Adkins  

From: "John Adkins" <Adkins1@optonline.net>
To: "Adam Gross" <AJ2330@optonline.net>; <BKNY1rainman@aol.com>; "Bob & Maryanne Erdody" 

<3labs@optonline.net>; "Bob M" <BobM@juno.com>; "Cameron Ghyll" 
<book49@ix.netcom.com>; <Chris_Monserrate@hotmail.com>; "Frank & Debbie Gennari" 
<fdg921@optonline.net>; "George Kilmer" <reelsprt94@aol.com>; <Gunslingr72@aol.com>; 
"Hank Burnor" <colhank@hotmail.com>; "Jeffery Laskowitz" <JDOGO@OPTONLINE.NET>; 
<JMFNescon1@hotmail.com>; "John & Fran Borrero" <jborr79903@aol.com>; "John Adkins" 
<Adkins1@optonline.net>; "John Altenburg" <MrDestiny04@yahoo.com>; "John Bennit" 
<beny3791@optonline.net>; "John Keane" <LongislandFZ1@aol.com>; <Loafr@optonline.net>; 
"Paul & Pat Maurice" <ptmau@aol.com>; "Phil Cuffaro" <speedcuffs@aol.com>; "Rich Fore" 
<rfvan99@aol.com>; "Richard Kane" <pork2776@optonline.net>; "Roy Gross" 
<magnumr@optonline.net>; "Sandy Foulke" <1retired007@msn.com>; "Tim Dempsey" 
<HARLEYTIM436@AOL.COM>; "Tom Harrrington" <pitt323@aol.com>; "Bob Moeser" 
<BobM@msn.com>; "Randy Kendall" <wingit105@optonline.net>; "Paul Maksimchak" 
<Patrolny@optonline.net>; "Kevin Gerioux" <Blueknights1951@optonline.net>

Cc: "Jim F" <hoody1@comcast.net>
Sent: Saturday, February 21, 2004 2:24 AM
Attach: 15-01.jpg; 17-02.jpg; 18-03.jpg; 19-04.jpg; 20-05.jpg; 21-06.jpg; 22_23.jpg; 24_25.jpg; 26-11.jpg; 

27-12.jpg; 28-13.jpg; 29-14.jpg; 30-15.jpg; 31-16_sign_shapes.gif; 32-17_colors.gif
Subject: Safety: Search
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                       Blue Knights New York I 
                                             Law Enforcement Motorcycle Club 
  
                                           Club Phone: 631-736-1955 Events Recording 
                                                Email Address: BKNY1@optonline.net 

  
Detailed Explanation of "Search" 

Establish a Search Pattern: 

- Search Near: Your immediate path, out to about 4 seconds ahead.  

- Search Far: Look about 12-14 seconds ahead. This is difficult to do in heavy traffic, but if you can’t see around 
the vehicle in front of you, you are either following too closely, or following the wrong vehicle. Try to follow a 
vehicle you can see over or through.  

- Search the Sides: Be aware of other vehicles and road conditions to the sides. Try to verify that other drivers are 
aware of you through eye contact.  

- Search the Rear (Mirrors): Mirrors must be properly adjusted. Check your mirrors at least every five to seven 
seconds. 

- Blind Spots: Establish a search pattern that helps to ensure that no area is forgotten and an escape path is 
available. As an example, for freeway driving, an effective search pattern might be: Front, Left Mirror, Front, Right 
Mirror, Front, Left Side, Front, Right Side.  

- Notice that we always return our eyes to the front after searching another quadrant. Since this is our direction of 



travel, it is also the direction from which most hazards will be presented. 

- Front Area. The Hurt Report indicates that most accidents occur in the 11-1 o’clock range (77%).  

 

- Eye movement and change of focus every 2-3 seconds reduces the likelihood of missing critical information. 
When checking your blind spot, turn your head only as far as needed to check the blind spot area. Don’t turn your 
head to look behind you, it takes too much time and can cause you to miss what is developing in front of you.  

Advanced riding Tip #2 

- An effective search pattern involves "Selective Seeing." Search for critical information and priority items. Avoid 
information overload. Allow yourself time to process information. 

Establish search categories: 

Roadway Users: 

- Vehicles 
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- Pedestrians 

 

- Bicyclists 

 

- Animals 

 

Roadway Conditions:  

- Surface color changes. 
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- Texture changes. 

 

- Edges of roadway. 

 

- Objects on the surface. 
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- Shoulder conditions. 

 

- Slope of the roadway. 

 

- Intersections and merge areas. 
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- Fixed Objects. 

 

Signs, Signals and Markings:  

Know the meaning of signs by shape: 

 

- Octagon = Stop 
- Triangle = Yield 
- Pennant = No Passing 
- Diamond = Warning/Work Advisory 
- Crossbuck = Railroad 
- Rectangle = Regulation/Guidance. (Vertical rectangles are regulatory. Horizontal rectangles provide directions 
or services.) 
- Shield = Interstates (Notes on Interstate signs: Odd numbered roads run north & south. 

Even numbered roads run east & west. Three digit roads that begin with an odd number, i.e. 394, are called spurs 
and go into a city. Three digit roads that begin with an even number, i.e. 694, go around a city.)  

Advanced Riding Tip #3  

A Note on Speed Advisory Limits: 
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- Speed signs are often posted on warning signs for curves. A rider can exceed the advisory limit without being 
cited, provided the maximum road speed limit is not exceeded. It is possible to receive a citation for reckless 
driving if the rider’s speed is judged to be too fast. A right angle curve warning sign indicates the appropriate 
speed is less than 30 mph. A curved arrow indicates the appropriate speed is more than 30 mph.  

Know meaning of the signs by color: 

 

- Red = Prohibit 
- Green = Guide 
- Blue = Services & Information 
- Yellow = Warning 
- White = Regulatory 
- Black = Night Speed Limit 
- Brown = Recreation 
- Orange = Construction Signals 

Ride With Pride 
John A. Adkins 
Blue Knights NY 1 
Web Site: Blue Knights NY 1 
Web Site: FOP Lodge 101 
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