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After World War II, English replaced French as the lingua franca of international business and air traffic control. One of the largest reasons for this was the long reach of the British Empire, but English’s popularity was mostly a result from the spread of cultural and technological exports from the United States. It is also largely due to the developed western nations’ hegemony over world financial and business institutions.
A great recognition of the dominance of English in Europe came in 1995 when, on the accession of Austria, Finland and Sweden, English joined French and German as one of the working languages of the European Union. Many Europeans outside of the EU have also adopted English as their current lingua franca. For example, English serves as a lingua franca in Switzerland, which has four official languages (German, French, Italian, plus Romansch, spoken by a relatively small minority). High German is also spoken by many Swiss citizens, but the relatively high foreign-born population (21% of residents) ensures the dominance of English.

Spoken by about 470 million people throughout the world, English is the official language of about 45 nations. It is the mother tongue of about 60 million persons in the British Isles, from where it spread to many other parts of the world owing to British exploring, colonizing, and empire-building from the 17th through 19th century. It is now also the first language of an additional 228 million people in the United States; 16.5 million in Canada; 17 million in Australia; 3 million in New Zealand and a number of Pacific islands; and approximately 15 million others in different parts of the Western Hemisphere, Africa, and Asia. As a result of such expansion, English is the most widely scattered of the great speech communities. It is also the most commonly used secondary language in the world. The United Nations uses English not only as one of its official languages but also as one of its two working languages.
Apart from being widely used and known, English is extremely unsuitable as a universal language. There are several reasons to this.
Any national language, or a language which is or was originally the language of a particular tribe or nation, has obvious problems when used for international communication:

· Native speakers of the language are in a quite different position than others. Some people regard this as bad in itself, as contrary to the equality principle, but I think it is practical consequences that make it bad. Native speakers tend to use idioms and rare words and to speak too fast, unless they exercise conscious control over their language - and such control is difficult when applied to one's original language. This implies that in oral communication in certain native speakers of English often have worse problems in getting themselves correctly understood than nonnative speakers.
· National languages have originally evolved as spoken languages. When written national languages originated, they were usually formed on the basis of the dialect of the capital or other important area, with the aim of creating a language which supports the creation of a unified nation. 
