
There have been times, though, when certain parts of the U.S. did not fully agree with the constitution and found way around it.  In Barron v. Baltimore, the court ruled that the Takings Clause of the 5th Amendment did not apply to the City of Baltimore, or, in turn, to the State of Maryland.  The court clearly wrote, “...the fifth amendment must be understood as restraining the power of the general government, not as applicable to the states.”

Then in Pervear v. Massachusetts, the court was called to rule upon fines imposed on a liquor dealer by the state. Pervear was licensed by the United States under the internal current revenue code to keep and sell liquor, but was fined and sentenced to three months of hard labor for not maintaining a state license for his liquor business.  In his defense he tried to invoke the 8th Amendment’s Excessive Fines and Cruel Punishment clauses, but the Court said, again quite clearly, “Of this proposition it is enough to say that the article of the Constitution relied upon in support of it does not apply to State but to National legislation.”
