November/December 2002 

  SOUTHERN DERBYSHIRE HEALTH BRANCH




Children’s Christmas Party


Ukranian Club, Charnwood St. Derby


Saturday 14 Dec. 2002 


Tickets available Now from your local UNISON Rep.                                       





Member wins £58,000 reward for needlestick injury �


After an award of £58,000 to a member who suffered a needlestick injury, UNISON is calling for new, safer needles to be introduced throughout the NHS.��The number of accidents involving needles and sharps is increasing and now stands at an estimated 100,000 in the UK each year. This award relates to UNISON member Herbert Busby who, in 1997, was injured during the course of his work as a Senior Operating Departmental Assistant.��Mr Busby was assisting a consultant anaesthetist when a tray of needles flipped over. One stuck in his arm, and when he tried to shake it off it stuck into his shoe and penetrated his toe. The needle was contaminated and this resulted in severe shock and trauma. To add to Mr Busby's fears he knew that he was not immune to Hepatitis B.��Needlestick injuries can transmit fatal viruses including Hepatitis B and C, and HIV. The vast majority of these injuries would be preventable, however, if the government introduced 'safe needle' legislation similar to that in the US.��Jon Richards, National Officer for UNISON, said; "How many more accidents like Mr Busby's have to happen before hospitals start using new safer systems such as retractable needles, self blunting devices or those with protective shields? No worker should be exposed to potentially fatal blood-borne diseases through accidental needlestick injuries."








Published by UNISON SDH, UNISON Office, D.R.I. Derby DE1 2QY.   


http://pages.unisonfree.net/sdhealth





2003 Diaries sent Direct to home addresses





If you’ve received this newsletter and a diary by mail it’s been sent by Southern Derbyshire Health UNISON branch.  


If you’re a member and have not received your diary please send up to date address details on the form over the page.





ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING


MONDAY 27th JANUARY 2003


6-30 pm


AT THE LABOUR CLUB,


CHARNWOOD STREET


DERBY


Agenda 


Election of  Branch Officers – Any member can stand.   For more info contact the current chair or secretary (see overleaf for details).


Changes to branch constitution. 





All members are welcome.  Non-members invited to come along and join on the night.





Followed by free


Light buffet & disco








