
ALF 
ALF's objective, in its own terms, is to end animal abuse. They do 

this by 'liberating' animals from exploitative situations, such as in 

laboratories where they are used for experiments and causing 

financial damage to 'animal exploiters.' According to the group's current 

website, ALF's mission is to "effectively allocate resources (time and 

money) to end the "property status of nonhuman animals." The 

objective of the mission is to "abolish institutionalized animal 

exploitation because it assumes that animals are property."  

According to the ALF, "Because ALF actions may be against the 

law, activists work anonymously, either in small groups or individually, 

and do not have any centralized organization or coordination." 

Individuals or small groups take the initiative to act in the name of the 

ALF then report their act to one of its national press offices. 

The organization has no leaders, nor can it truly be considered a 

network, since its various members/participants do not know each 

other, or even of each other. It calls itself a model of 'leaderless 

resistance.'  

There is a certain amount of ambiguity about the role of violence 

for the group. ALF pledges its commitment to not harming either 

'human or non-human animals,' but its members have taken actions 

which can justifiably be considered as threatening violence against 

people. This organization is very anonymous and secretive yet they 

have caused up to five million dollars in the United States. 


