Most of you probably associate chocolate with happiness…mmm…chocolate.  Well, let me assure you that chocolate is not all fun and games for everyone.  Chocolate is one of the most common food substances that causes allergies amongst children.  The real problem with this is that most parents don’t know their children are allergic until tragedy strikes.  A young toddler, who can’t yet talk, enthusiastically enjoys his first chocolate ice cream cone at the fair.  The day ends with a close call in the emergency room.  

While chocolate might be a tasty treat for some, there are too many reasons to switch to good old vanilla.

We the affirmative have three main contentions that support our position:

C1:  Vanilla is neither addictive nor dangerous.

C2:  Vanilla is healthier.

C3:  Vanilla has endless variety.

Contention #1:  Vanilla is neither addictive nor dangerous.

Source:  2002 Report from the Federal Food and Drug Administration
Evidence:  In this report the FDA stated that there had been 200 cases of allergic reactions to chocolate that landed in the emergency room.  There were no similar cases involving vanilla.  The report also stated that 65% of Americans are addicted to caffeine. 

Commentary:  Clearly, vanilla is safer than chocolate.  In addition, vanilla does not contain caffeine, while chocolate does.  Americans can calmly continue ingesting their vanilla treats, without fearing that they are feeding the monkey on their back.

Contention #2:  Vanilla is healthier.

Source:  Cooking Light magazine—February 2003

Evidence:  In their Valentine’s Day section, this health-conscious magazine, urged readers to steer clear of the traditional chocolate treats.  For a change they suggested vanilla.  Vanilla treats have fewer calories, and fewer fat grams.  
Commentary:  Vanilla is a tasty treat.  It’s also a much healthier choice than chocolate.  Everyone deserves a dessert now and then, but the consequences when that treat is chocolate are pretty severe.  Just a small chocolate snack is loaded with fatty calories.  Vanilla, however, is not nearly as damaging to the hips and the health.

Contention #3:  Vanilla has more variety.

Source:  Baskin Robbins on-line flavor selection @  www.baskinrobbins.com
Evidence:  75% of the flavors in Baskin Robbins line have a base flavor of vanilla.  20% have a base flavor of chocolate, and 5% have a base flavor of something else.

Commentary:  Supposing that you’re not allergic to chocolate and you’re not overly concerned with your health.  Perhaps you want a little chocolate with your ice cream treat.  Not a problem.  Vanilla has more flavor choices than chocolate.  Chocolate may be a good accent flavor, but for the base flavor, more people prefer the traditional flavor of vanilla.

Health benefits and popularity.  Vanilla is safer and more often chosen amongst the public.  It is for these reasons that we ask the judges to cast your ballot for the affirmative.  We now stand open for cross examination.
