
They Cage the Animals at Night CD Project 
 

We often have essays where we have to write about certain characters within a text. 
Although this serves us well when we are trying to “get to know” a character, the writing 
process for such an assignment can often times be considered boring. In an attempt to add 
a little excitement to the process, this week’s assignment will seek melodies rather than 
words.  
 
Your assignment is to identify three characters within the novel that you can easily 
describe with a few words. Once you have a few words to describe them, you will then 
seek three songs that can relate to those words, and in turn, present some kind of 
characterization of the character that you have chosen. You will then put those words into 
a format that can be turned in (cut and paste from www.lyrics.com  or compile them 
yourself), and include with those words a paragraph or two that explains what character 
you chose, why you chose that song, and how it relates to the character. 
 
Once you have found all of the songs that you are going to use, your group will create a 
CD jacket to go on the inside of the CD jewel case. This jacket will contain all of the 
following information for each of the songs; song title, song performed by, song written 
by, as well as the song lyrics and a brief explanation of how it relates to characters within 
They Cage the Animals at Night.  It should look something like this: 
 
The assignment is going to be worth a total of sixty points, and will be broken down into 
four levels as follows: 
 
FAIL A grade of fail (0 points) will be given to any student that does not complete ALL 

of the above listed tasks. If a student were to do an immaculate job, but turn in 
only eight songs, they will receive a FAIL. 

 
“C”  A grade of “C” (41-48 points) will be given to any student that completes ALL of 

the above tasks. 
 
“B” A grade of “B” (49-54 points) will be given to any student that completes ALL of 

the above tasks AND gives an oral presentation where they play three thirty-
second samples of the songs that they have chosen for one character, as well as 
provide explanations of why each song was chosen. 

 
“A”  A grade of “A” (55-60 points) will be given to any student that completes ALL of 

the above tasks AND compiles a CD jewel case which will include not only all of 
the above written work, but also some artistic design that ties it all together. 

 
“A+” A grade of “A+” (60-66 points) will be given to any student that completes ALL 

of the above tasks AND burns a (fully licensed) copy of each of the songs in the 
project. 

 
 


