English 9





      Name:

Short Story Collection Essay

Read the following prompts carefully. You are encouraged to choose your topic early and record your notes accordingly. Your essay will be at least five paragraphs, double-spaced, 12 pt. font. All entries are based on The Cask of Amontillado, The Secret Life of Walter Mitty, The Monkey’s Paw, The Gift of the Magi, and The Most Dangerous Game.
Prewrite due: Monday, May 4th

First draft due: Wednesday, May 6th

Final draft due: Monday, May 11th 

PROMPTS:

· There were a number of interesting characters that we read about over the last few weeks. In a well-organized compare and contrast essay, identify three characters (one from three different pieces) and compare and contrast yourself with each of them. Be sure to introduce your essay, explain how you are similar and how you are different to each one, and close your essay with an effective summary.

· As a class, we discussed the idea of foreshadowing. Foreshadowing played a role in each of the short stories that we read. In a well-organized essay, explain first what foreshadowing is, and second, how it played a role in each of the three stories. Be sure to include a summary of your observations.

· We discussed the idea of plot in each one of the short stories. Explain how each of these stories contained a succinct plot, and how each of them carried a common theme. 

Scoring Guide:

	Points
	Description

	80
	· Maintains consistent focus on the topic and has ample supporting details

· Has a logical organizational pattern and conveys a sense of completeness and wholeness

· Provides transitions which clearly serve to connect ideas 

	65
	· Maintains adequate focus on the topic and has adequate supporting details

· Has a logical organizational pattern and conveys a sense of wholeness and completeness, although some lapses occur

· Provides adequate transitions in an attempt to connect ideas

	50
	· Demonstrates an inconsistent focus and includes some supporting details, but may include extraneous or loosely related material

· Shows an attempt at an organizational pattern, but exhibits little sense of wholeness and completeness

· Provides transitions which are weak or inconsistent 

	40
	· Demonstrates little or no focus and few supporting details which may be inconsistent or interfere with the meaning of the text

· Has little evidence of an organizational pattern or any sense of wholeness and completeness 

· Provides transitions which are poorly utilized, or fails to provide transitions 


Conventions
	Points
	Description 

	20
	· Consistently follows the rules of standard English for spelling of commonly used words

· Consistently exhibits the use of complete sentences except where purposeful phrases or clauses are used for effect

· Indicates paragraphs consistently

	14
	· Generally follows the rules of standard English for spelling of commonly used words

· Generally exhibits the use of complete sentences except where purposeful phrases are used for effect

· Indicates paragraphs for the most part

	5
	· Mostly does not follow the rules of standard English for spelling of commonly used words

· Mostly does not follow the rules of standard English for capitalization and punctuation

· Exhibits errors in sentence structure that impede communication 

· Mostly does not indicate paragraphs


TOTAL

/100
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