Persuasive Essay “Basics” Sheet

Title of Essay 
1.  Introduction (Paragraph one) 
• Idea which will arouse reader’s interest in topic 
• List the 3 reasons of support you have researched (In order they will be presented in 
body) 
• Opinion statement (thesis)  
2. “Average” reason of support (First body paragraph) -  This will become the topic sentence for the 
paragraph and will express an opinion. 
• Facts, statistics, personal experiences, or expert opinions that support average reason and 
discussion of these ideas 
• Use this part of the informal outline to organize how you will arrange this information 
from your research 
• Include the information that will be used for your parenthetical citations in the essay 
• It would be best if this idea were supported by more than one piece of evidence. 
• Concluding idea which will effectively end this paragraph 
 3.  “Weakest” reason of support (Second body paragraph) 
• Facts, statistics, personal experiences, or expert opinions that support average reason and 
discussion of these ideas 
• Use this part of the informal outline to organize how you will arrange this information 
from your research 
• Include the information that will be used for your parenthetical citations in the essay 
• Concluding idea which will effectively end this paragraph 
4. Strongest” reason of support (Third body paragraph) 
• Facts, statistics, personal experiences, or expert opinions that support average reason and 
discussion of these ideas 
• Use this part of the informal outline to organize how you will arrange this information 
from your research 
• Include the information that will be used for your parenthetical citations in the essay 
• This idea needs to be supported by more than one piece of evidence 
• Concluding idea which will effectively end this paragraph 
5. Conclusion (Paragraph five) 
A. Restatement of opinion (thesis) 
B. List of three reasons of support 
C.  Strong idea to end essay – Possibly a solution, challenge, quote, call to actionetc.  
