English 9





      Name:

Old Man and the Sea Essay
Read the following prompts carefully. You are encouraged to choose your topic early and record response notes accordingly. Your essay will be at least 5-paragraphs, double-spaced, 12 pt. font.

Prewrite due: Friday, May 1st 

First draft due: Wednesday, May. 6th 

Final draft due: Monday, May 11th  

PROMPTS:

· You have now read the book and seen the movie. Your task is to complete a well-crafted persuasive essay that illustrates your stance on whether the book should be read by itself or with the movie. Your essay should include a solid introduction where you not only hook your reader in and present your thesis, but also illustrate your three reasons that support your stance. Your following three paragraphs should state each of your reasons and support for those reasons. Your final paragraph should not only summarize your arguments, but should also send the reader off with a thought that solidifies what you are trying to illustrate.

· Your task is to complete a well-crafted persuasive essay that illustrates your stance on whether the book should be included in the ninth grade curriculum. Your essay should include a solid introduction where you not only hook your reader in and present your thesis, but also illustrate your three reasons that support your stance. Your following three paragraphs should state each of your reasons and support for those reasons. Your final paragraph should not only summarize your arguments, but should also send the reader off with a thought that solidifies what you are trying to illustrate. Feel free to draw on other texts that we have read to further solidify your stance.
Scoring Guide:

	Points
	Description

	80
	· Maintains consistent focus on the topic and has ample supporting details

· Has a logical organizational pattern and conveys a sense of completeness and wholeness

· Provides transitions which clearly serve to connect ideas 

	65
	· Maintains adequate focus on the topic and has adequate supporting details

· Has a logical organizational pattern and conveys a sense of wholeness and completeness, although some lapses occur

· Provides adequate transitions in an attempt to connect ideas

	50
	· Demonstrates an inconsistent focus and includes some supporting details, but may include extraneous or loosely related material

· Shows an attempt at an organizational pattern, but exhibits little sense of wholeness and completeness

· Provides transitions which are weak or inconsistent 

	40
	· Demonstrates little or no focus and few supporting details which may be inconsistent or interfere with the meaning of the text

· Has little evidence of an organizational pattern or any sense of wholeness and completeness 

· Provides transitions which are poorly utilized, or fails to provide transitions 


Conventions
	Points
	Description 

	20
	· Consistently follows the rules of standard English for spelling of commonly used words

· Consistently exhibits the use of complete sentences except where purposeful phrases or clauses are used for effect

· Indicates paragraphs consistently

	14
	· Generally follows the rules of standard English for spelling of commonly used words

· Generally exhibits the use of complete sentences except where purposeful phrases are used for effect

· Indicates paragraphs for the most part

	5
	· Mostly does not follow the rules of standard English for spelling of commonly used words

· Mostly does not follow the rules of standard English for capitalization and punctuation

· Exhibits errors in sentence structure that impede communication 

· Mostly does not indicate paragraphs


TOTAL

/100

