ENGLISH 10


INTERVIEW ESSAY: A Midsummer Night’s Dream

You will choose one of the following topics.

Interview Topic #1 

One of the topics of importance in A Midsummer Night’s Dream is love. How is it defined? What does it mean to be in love? What dose it mean to love someone? How does love affect lovers? How does love affect people around the lovers? Is love really blind? What are the differences between young love and mature love? For this activity, you will be interviewing two different couples: one involving two people who have loved each other for less than two years and one involving two people who have “loved” each other for mor than ten years. Your goal in your interviews will be to find out what love means to each couple. After the interviews, depending on your findings, you may write a definition of love from your interviewees’ points of view, a contrast between the two couples’ views of love, or a point of view with details from the interviews. Or, if none of these approaches seems appropriate to your findings, you may decide what you want to say in your writing and back it up with details from your interviews. 

Interview Topic #2

One of the best known lines in A Midsummer Night’s Dream is spoken by Robin/Puck in Act III: “Lord, what fools these mortals be!” The dictionary defines fool as (1) one who is deficient in judgment, sense, or understanding, or (2) one who can easily be tricked or duped. Without concerning yourself with the context of the quote in the play, conduct brief interviews with at least 12 people. Ask them to read the quote and tell you whether they agree with it or disagree and why. After you have interviewed all twelve people, gather your notes and try to draw some conclusions about what you have been told. State your conclusions and be sure to use lots of details to back them up. 

Interview Topic #3

One of the most prominent topics in A Midsummer Night’s Dream regards parental authority. The question that motivates much of the play is whether or not Egeus has the authority to force his daughter, Hermia, to marry the person of HIS, not her, choice. The topic of parental authority certainly is not limited to Shakespeare’s time. Parents and their children face and debate that problem to this day. You should interview at least one person old enough to be your parent.  Try to find out how the person feels about parental authority today. Is there too much of it? Not enough? Do children pay attention to their parents’ wishes today? Has parental authority changed int eh interviewee’s lifetime? If possible, you should interview more than one person for this assignment. To make the assignment more interesting, try interviewing three people, one from each generation: yours, your parents’, and your grandparents’. Then draw conclusions from all of the interviews. Begin by deciding how to approach your topic, make up your questions, conduct the interview(s), and then write what you have discovered. If you think it will be helpful, give each interviewee a brief synopsis of A Midsummer Night’s Dream.
