Debate Terms
status quo 
The way things are ______________
ex: Assault weapons are legal.
resolution 
A statement of desired ________________, AGAINST status quo, using the word “should.”
ex: Assault weapons should be outlawed.
affirmative (aff) side 
Supports the _____________________
ex: Assault weapons should be outlawed.
negative (neg) side 
Attacks __________________ and, therefore, supports the _________________.
ex: Assault weapons must remain legal.

contentions 
_____________used to support a position, usually gives a _____________ for the position.  Does NOT give evidence.
ex: Assault weapons cause tragic deaths.
evidence 
Supports a ________________________. Includes evidence, examples, analogies, etc.
ex: Last year, over 3,000 people were killed by assault weapons like AK-47s and UZIs (Johnson 96).
Burden of rejoinder 
Says that each side must respond to the ___________________ of the other. Failure to do so amounts to AGREEMENT with the opposition.  If your opponent fails to respond to one of your contentions, be sure to point that out to the judge.
Concession to the opposition 
giving a little bit to the __________, strengthening one's own position in the long run.
Ex: “Although the right to keep and bear arms holds a place in one of our most sacred documents, The Bill of Rights, we have to remember...”
Sign posting 
Providing a good ___________________________ for your partner, opponent, and judges.
Ex: “Contention 1, Evidence 2...”
Generalization 
Any statement that begins with “I __________,” “We all know” “___________ believes,” “Anyone can ____.”  This stuff is pure garbage. Be sure to jump all over it during Cross-Examination and Rebuttals.
Credibility 
When looking for credibility, ask the question: “Should we take this __________ seriously?” 
ex: “How can we take an NRA citation seriously when they say that there should be no control on guns?”
Types of Evidence
· Statistics and numbers
· Journalistic comment
· Expert Opinions
· The law
Flowing 
The process of note taking during opponent's opening. This is used to shape cross-examination and rebuttal.
Cross-Examination 
Occurs right after the opposition presents their case. Each team asks their opponents any questions that _______________in the opponent’s case.

Closing Speeches/Rebuttals 
Respond to the opponent's case (_______________) and rebuild own case (______________).  Then close by ___________________ asking the judges for their _______.  Remember to point out if the opposition agreed due to __________________________.

Debate Etiquette
· Dress and appear professional

· Never, ever look at your opponent. Avoid argumentum ad hominem (argument to the [wo]man). Notice in any trial that the lawyers address each other through the judge.

· Be polite. “Kill 'em with kindness”

· End every piece of speech with “thank you”

· Shake opponents' hands before/after each round

Requirements

Each team will turn in a folder containing the following material:

· Complete affirmative case (typed)

· Complete negative case (typed)

· Works Cited (typed)

· Cross examination notes (written)

· Mock outlines (typed or written)

· Flow sheets for 2 debates (not your own)
Entire Debate

· Affirmative Case

· Cross X by Negative

· Negative Case

· Cross X by Affirmative

· 5-minute recess

· Negative Closing

· Affirmative Closing

· Judges Retire for Decision


Case Breakdown

· Opening Speech

· Begin with a catchy introduction

· Make a concession

· Statement of claim/thesis

· State three contentions for your position

· Contention #1

· A.  Source

· B.  Evidence (facts, data, etc.)

· C.  Commentary

· Contention #2

· A.  Source

· B.  Evidence (facts, data, etc.)

· C.  Commentary

· Contention #3

· A.  Source

· B.  Evidence (facts, data, etc.)

· C.  Commentary

