ENGLISH 10
Animal Farm Background Presentations

I. Choose one of the following people/places/events important in the Russian Revolution. In a group of 2-3, you will create a handout with pertinent information on your subject. Only one group is allowed per subject; first come, first served. 

II. With your group you will find at least 3 sources and correctly cite them in an MLA annotated bibliography. Your sources must come from .org, .edu or AHS library search sites.

III. Your handout should include major events in the life of the individual/time period, should focus on the decisions or ideas made by this person and how they shape history. What involvement did they have with Russia? 

IV. In addition, as we discuss Animal Farm, you will be expected to contribute heavily to the class discussion when we discuss aspects that were covered in your research.

V. Choose your topic from the following list:

1. George Orwell:  (British) politically active, author of Animal Farm
2. Lenin: father of the Russian Revolution in 1917

3. Karl Marx: German philosopher; father of modern socialism; predicted the fall of capitalism—the common man would rise up against the capitalist “bosses”—socialist gov’t would be created.  

4. Trotsky: Lenin’s chief lieutenant.  Involved in bitter leadership duel with Stalin after Lenin’s death

5. Stalin: power-hungry dictator of Russia after Lenin.

6. Mussolini: Prime Minister and dictator of Italy (1922-1943); allied with Hitler. 

7. Russian Revolution: (1917) political and social upheavals eventually leading to Soviet power and the establishment of the Soviet Union. 

8. Winston Churchill: British politician who served as Prime Minister of the United Kingdom from 1940 to 1945 and again from 1951 to 1955.
9. Hitler: gained power during Germany's period of crisis after World War I; established a totalitarian dictatorship
10. President Roosevelt: thirty-second President of the United States
Assignment:  Create handout with background research on Animal Farm. Focus on the political involvement or views of this person/time period, especially in connection to Russia.  

Turn in annotated bibliography and handout the day following library research time. Handout should be easy to read, aesthetically appealing, and directly connected to the objectives of this assignment. 

Presentation and project are scored on the following criteria:

_____ / 20
Quality and Effort

_____ / 10
Content is accurate and correct in presentation and bibliography.

_____ / 15
Met guidelines and criteria specified in the assignment.  

_____ / 5
Handout is original; group members have put all information in their 

own words and attempted to make the handout engaging. 

_____ / 50
TOTAL

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHIES:

· An annotated bibliography is just like a works cited page, but each citation includes a brief descriptive paragraph, the annotation.   

· The annotations (paragraph) should explain how these sources were used to prepare for your presentation. You should also include the credibility of the author and comparisons between other sources.

· For facts on MLA style citations check your style guide, Writers Inc, http://thewritesource.com/mla.htm or www.mla.org 
· Alphabetize entries in the list.

· Use hanging indent [format, paragraph, special, hanging].

· Double space entire list both between and within entries.
SAMPLE ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY FOR A JOURNAL ARTICLE

Waite, Linda J., Frances Kobrin Goldscheider, and Christina Witsberger. "Nonfamily Living and the Erosion of Traditional Family Orientations Among Young Adults." American Sociological Review 51 (1986): 541-554. 

The authors, researchers at the Rand Corporation and Brown University, use data from the National Longitudinal Surveys of Young Women and Young Men to test their hypothesis that nonfamily living by young adults alters their attitudes, values, plans, and expectations, moving them away from their belief in traditional sex roles. They find their hypothesis strongly supported in young females, while the effects were fewer in studies of young males. Increasing the time away from parents before marrying increased individualism, self-sufficiency, and changes in attitudes about families. In contrast, an earlier study by Williams cited below shows no significant gender differences in sex role attitudes as a result of nonfamily living.

SAMPLE ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY FOR A WEBSITE  

(also the source of this page of information)

Engle, Michael, Amy Blumenthal, and Tony Cosgrave.  “What is an annotated bibliography?”  06 Oct. 2004.  Reference Department, Cornell University Library.  01 Nov.  2004 <http://www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/ research/skill28.htm#sample>.

This website does an excellent job of explaining what an annotated bibliography is and how to do one.  Cornell University is a very reputable institution and their website is very well documented.  Anyone needing to do an annotated bibliography should benefit from this source.  This website was much more informative than the one I found from the University of Minnesota.
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